CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

M.ED. COURSE SYLLABUS
ED 665 Mild/Moderate Disabilities
Winter, 2009  1/12/09 – 3/22/09

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Maureen Malanaphy, Ph.D.


Email: Maureen.Malanaphy1@adjunct.chaminade.edu or     momalanaphy@yahoo.com

Phone:  808 256-3925 (Cell)


	COURSE FORMAT
	This course starts on Jan. 12, 2009 and ends on March 22, 2009.
The time for this class is flexible as it is held online. Each week of this class begins on Monday and ends on Sunday.  Weekly discussion, assignments and reflections are due on various days throughout the week.  Students are expected to log on a minimum of four out of seven days and to post substantial responses/discussions. Course format includes online discussions, team collaboration, individual and team assignments, and a final project. 
This course is designed to be interactive through the use of class forum/discussions and e-mail. Each week students will respond to the assigned readings from the text or supplemental articles. You will use the information from the readings, other online resources, and your own personal experiences to formulate your ideas, reactions, and analyses/application of the concepts and issues. Your responses will be posted for the other students and the professor to read.  The class forums include discussions through posts/topics/questions and responses to the posts of others. Students must respond and interact to the posts of others in order to receive full participation points for each week. Due dates will be provided to pace the discussions throughout the week.  It is important to post throughout the week rather than at the end of the week. 
Certain assignments require students to send work as attachments via Email. The instructor will ask for feedback relating to course format and content and will provide ongoing feedback to students about their progress.  Students should use their individual eCollege Email for questions or comments on the course content/procedures and the instructor will respond in a timely manner.



	TEXT:  
	Henley, Martin, Ramsey, Roberta & Algozzine, Robert. (2006). Fifth Edition, Characteristics of and Strategies for Teaching Students with Mild Disabilities.  Boston: Pearson Education Inc. (ISBN 0 -205-45764-9)
Tomlinson, Carol Ann. How to Differentiate Instruction in Mixed-Ability 

Classrooms, 2nd Ed.  Boston:  Pearson Education Inc.



	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment and other assignments as identified by instructor require a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 

	WEB-BASED COURSES:


	Go to:   Chaminade.edu
             Education division

             Look for eCollege link at the top of this page
Choose “login to eCollege” and enter your student password. The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. Follow the commands.  

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	Overview of learning, behavioral, and personality characteristics of students diagnosed with special needs. Important issues in the field are presented along with service delivery options and assessment and intervention strategies for the classroom teacher. 



	COURSE DESCRIPTION
	The goal of this course is to gain an understanding of teaching children with special learning needs in the mild/moderate categories.  This will include knowledge of concepts, research, and practical application of instructional strategies to meet the educational needs of these children including useful approaches, assessments, services, and supports for working with them. Students will also gain knowledge in approaches to transition services, inclusion models, and current trends. Case studies, discussion, personal reflections, classroom application and team collaboration will be used to enhance the course content. 



	M.ED.
PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
All 5 M.Ed. program outcomes are not addressed in all courses.  The program outcomes emphasized for this course are highlighted in BOLD.
	The M.Ed. program prepares graduate candidates who are able to apply practice, theory, leadership, scholarship and communication.  Therefore, the successful candidate:
1. (PRACTICE) demonstrates on-going commitment to the progress and well being of the learner, to the school and professional community, and to his/her own professional and intellectual development;

2. (THEORY)  differentiates between and critique major theories currently driving the field as important empirical, historical, philosophical and conceptual studies;

3. (LEADERSHIP)  applies reform-based practice characterized by caring, mutual respect for diverse populations, collaboration and actively involving students in experiences that allow the construction of meaning and promotion of self-responsibility for learning;
4.  (SCHOLARSHIP) demonstrates the ability to critique and analyze academic literature and research methodology; and

5. (COMMUNICATION) composes academic prose for a variety of audiences including peers, professors, and the larger professional community.


	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?



	
	1. Students will demonstrate a thorough knowledge in and understanding of all of mild/ moderate disabilities including pre-referral interventions, causation, statistical prevalence, characteristics, and curricular/instructional supports and interventions.
2. Students will be able to identify appropriate informal and formal assessments to meet the diverse learning needs of students with identified learning needs.
3. Students will demonstrate a variety of teaching techniques that incorporate flexibility in teaching strategies, such as differentiated instruction, to meet diverse learning needs, and that promote inclusion for exceptional students.

· Describe characteristics and needs of students with varying disabilities. 

CEC 1, 2, 3; HTSB 1, 3.

· Demonstrate knowledge of the various, effective teaching strategies, interventions, methodologies, and techniques. CEC 4. 5, 6; HTSB #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7. 

· Demonstrate the ability to plan, adapt, and individualize instruction for a variety of student needs. CEC 1,2,3,4,5; HTSB #1,#2, #3, #4, #5,#6,#7.

· Describe methods and models of facilitating the successful integration/inclusion of students with disabilities into the general education classroom. CEC 3,4,5,6,7; HTSB #1, #2, #3, #4,6, 7, #10

· Demonstrate understanding of techniques for assessing the instructional needs of students with disabilities. CEC 8, HTSB #8.

· Describe a variety of techniques which have been successful in managing the behavior of students. CEC 4, 5; HTSB #2, #4, #5.

· Discuss collaboration and consultation skills with other professionals, related services, and parents. CEC 6, 9, 10; HTSB #9, #10.
	Course readings, discussions, assignments, quizzes/exams, and signature assignment.

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	

	Signature Assignment
	The signature assignment for ED 665 are 2 differentiated lesson plans to implement in your current (or chosen) grade level and subject area.

You will select two types of exceptional learners (specific learning disability, mental retardation, student with ADHD/ADD) to write an applicable differentiated lesson plan.
For each differentiated lesson plan you will construct a lesson for a particular grade level and subject area, i.e., third grade language arts. You will write up plans for general education students and differentiate for the exceptional learners. Differentiation can occur in one or more of the following ways: process, content, product. The instructional methods must be research based and specifically address the learning strengths and needs of the exceptional learners. 

You will submit the signature assignment to Live Text.  

	Other Assignments
	Throughout the course, you will complete various assignment tasks, and respond to debate discussions.  These assignments will be graded by points ranging from 3 to 8 and count towards your final grade.  Your responses will be interactive with your teammates and graded based on the quality and sharing of substantial ideas. There will also be a Midterm and Final Review test provided in an ‘open-book’ inquiry format based on the course readings and discussions and will include thoughtful application of the principles in teaching students with mild/moderate disabilities.
                                                                                  



                              

	Grading Scale
	Students will earn the final grade through an accumulation of points received for assignments throughout the term. The distribution of points for each assignment is as follows:
Participation, Reflections, Discussions & Debates  
30 pts.
                      
Assignments/Application Tasks                                 20 pts.


  
Signature Assignment                                                 30 pts.  
      
Midterm/Final Review Test                                        20 pts.

Total points
                         
                        100 pts.
1. Grading Scale- 

A = 90- 100

B = 80- 90

A grade of C or below will not be credited toward the graduate degree. The student will have to repeat the course if a grade of C or below is received. 



	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Attendance

Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. For an online course, this means that all students must have weekly online responses to assignments as stipulated by the professor. Attendance and participation requirements include online responses to discussion and other activities for four out of seven days each week. You are expected to be engaged in the activities and discussions to receive 100% of the participation points.  The quality and content your individual responses to the Discussion Questions will count toward participation. However, students are also expected to interact and respond to the posts of others throughout each week to gain full participation points for that week. Please keep up with the weekly course readings, activities and discussion questions to gain the full understanding and necessary practice to meet course objectives.

Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. Graduate course terms and course requirements are accelerated and weekly online participation is mandatory.

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards and follow the American Psychological Association  (APA) standards for professional writing. Students must read and edit all assignments prior to posting their comments online and use appropriate APA style. Written assignments should:
1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 

Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 
Academic Conduct.  Each student is expected to maintain high standards of honesty, ethical behavior, and academic integrity.  All assignments submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be the student’s own work and created for this course.  All assignments, except those designated as “group or team” are meant to represent the effort of each individual student.  
Professionalism. It is assumed that all students will perform professionally in preparing course assignments and will submit all assignments by their due date. There is much course content and assignments not received by the respective due date will be considered late and may be marked down. Please contact me if you anticipate work being late for a legitimate reason.  All performance assessment will depend upon the accomplishment of learning outcomes.  Students are expected to be prepared and current for each week especially in an online class.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding classroom respect, student conduct, freedom of speech, plagiarism, incomplete grades, add/drop, disabilities, and others.

	
	


Syllabus:

Week #1:  Jan. 12 - 18
Topic: Foundations of Special Education for students with Mild Disabilities, Chapter 1

Introduction: Give a brief overview to introduce yourself, tell about your life interests and experiences, and tell why you are interested in children with mild/moderate disabilities.

Weekly Debate: What are the advantages and disadvantages of labeling/classifying student for special education/

Assignment: Read Henley, Ramsey & Algozzine Chapters 2 

Week #2: Jan. 19 - 25
Topic: Overview of Students with Mild Disabilities, Chapter 2

Weekly Debate: Do you think there are special populations (including environmental causes) at risk of educational and school failure?  Explain.

Assignment:  Read Henley, Ramsey & Algozzine Chapter 3

Week #3: Jan. 26 – Feb. 1
Topic: Students with Mild Mental Retardation, Chapter 3

Weekly Debate: Discuss the idea that certain minorities (African-American, Mexican, etc.) are overrepresented in the mild mentally retarded category (or learning disabilities) and the ‘Six-hour Retarded Child’?

Assignment: Read Henley, Ramsey & Algozzine, Chapter 4 

                     Read and discuss a case study of a student with mild disabilities.  

Week #4:  Feb. 2 - 8
Topic: Students with Behavioral/Emotional Disorders, Classroom Management, Chapters 4

Weekly Debate: Discuss the pros and cons of medication monitoring for students with ADHD and the use of behavioral modification interventions for students with behavioral problems.

Assignment: *Review and add to a Functional Behavioral Assessment with an intervention goal.  
                       Read Henley, Ramsey & Algozzine, Chapter 5.

Week #5: Feb. 9 - 15
Topics: Students with Specific Learning Disabilities, Chapter 5

Weekly Debate: Do you think that many students with learning disabilities are ‘misclassified’ or that eligibility criteria is vague/confusing?  Explain.

Assignment: *Midterm Review and Mid-Course Reflection Due

                       Read Henley, Ramsey & Algozzine, Chapter 6

Week #6: Feb. 16 – 22

Topics:  The Inclusive Classroom, Chapter 6

Weekly Debate: Discuss the pros and cons of inclusion and some issues/barriers to inclusion that teachers face?

Assignment: Henley, Ramsey & Algozzine, Chapters 7

                     Differentiated Lesson Plan # 1 Due
Week #7: Feb. 23 – March 1
Topics: Learning and Teaching, Chapter 7

Weekly Debate: Research and share a teaching model/theory that works for you?

Assignment:   *Implement, share and reflect upon your differentiated lesson with teaching strategies.             Read Chapter 8

Week #8: March 2 - 8
Topics: Instructional Modifications, Chapter 8

Weekly Debate: Discuss how you can differentiate instruction to meet the diverse learning needs of your students.

Assignment: Read Chapters 9, 10

Week #9: March 9 - 15
Topics:  Classroom Management, Chapter 9; Teaching Social Skills, Chapter 10.

Weekly Debate: Discuss various styles of classroom management, organization and discipline.

Assignment:  **Final Differentiated Lesson Due; Read Chapter 11

Week #10  March 16 - 22
Topics:; Building Family Partnerships, Chapter 11.

Course Reflection: What were key insights learned during this course and what do you still have questions about?

Assignments: Provide feedback to team member’s final differentiated lesson;

                       Complete Final Review 
                       Complete Course Evaluation 
  Final Review Due:  March 23
**NOTE:  This syllabus may be adjusted to meet the needs of the class.  The course text readings may be supplemented with additional articles/readings.
Access Information for Online Courses:

The course is located through eCollege which can be accessed through Chaminade.edu (Education Division) site.  Your CUH ID will be your login. Passwords are the last four digits of your Social Security. If you do not have a social security number, your password is: chaminade.  If you cannot log in, contact jnakason@chaminade.edu.  The course will be listed on the screen. Follow the commands.  For technical questions:    Contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at: helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.  For rostering/account questions, contact the Chaminade eCollege system administrator at: jnakason@chaminade.edu (739-8327
10

