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CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

SPRING SESSION

 APRIL 7 – JUNE 15, 2009
KANEOHE MARINE CORPS BASE CAMPUS

COURSE:  RE103102: World Religions
INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.
TIME:         TUES./THURS. 5:30-9:40PM
PHONE:
      676-1452

E-MAIL:     mwong2@chaminade.edu

TEXTBOOK:
Molloy, Michael.  2008, EXPERIENCING THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS:  

Tradition, Challenge, and Change, IVTH edition,  
Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield Publishing Co.

DESCRIPTION
     This course provides an introduction to the historical, philosophical and spiritual foundations of the major religious traditions of the world-- Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The course will examine the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, the historical development of their communities and institutions, and their current status in the world.  Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition amidst this great cultural variety, in order to foster a more harmonious global community. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)
Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:
· knowledge of the origins of different religious traditions,  their historical development and their relationship with Christianity (PLO  2).
· knowledge of the central concepts of the major world religions  and an ability to compare their central ideas  with the ideas of Christian tradition (PLO2). 

· an understanding of the sacred sense of religious myth and religious ritual in all religious traditions. (PLO 6).
· an ability to analyze the impact of religions on moral and social life of different nations and compare it with the Christian tradition (PLO3).
· an understanding of the central role religions play in the formation and transmission of cultures (PLO 5).
· an understanding of the necessity of the religious tolerance for the future development of mankind (PLO 6).

Students will also be able to:
· correlate and contrast their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives;

· understand the interconnectedness of the global community and the way various religions have arisen to meet the particular needs of society at particular times in history;  

· recognize and understand the important elements of the major religions: their myths, symbols, rituals, doctrines, moral codes and artistic expression;

· understand the influences different religions have on various contemporary issues;

· appreciate more their own religious backgrounds and that of the Chaminade community.

MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY AND DIVERSITY
The confirmation of the religious roots of culture is an important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism. Religion is at the heart of the culture of every nation. It is an important factor in the shaping of history, nations, and societies. The studies of the different aspects of world religions as well as the teaching methods of this course are organized in accordance with the following ideas of Marianist educational philosophy:

· Educate for formation in faith

     The methods utilized in teaching the course intend to help students find personal significance through the course content. The development of one’s being and spiritual self, the increase of the divine in one’s nature, and the presence of this idea in world religions increases the validity of faith for students. 

     From the recognition of mythological and early religious symbols, students are guided to ascend towards the symbolism of life and ultimately towards the Transcendent.

· Provide for an integral quality education
     The content of the course opens awareness to the plurality of religious traditions; teaches students to value and respect the diversity of cultures and unlike world views.

     Religion occupies the fundamental place in every culture thus being integral by its very definition. This is why the important objective of this course is to study how the central ideas of world religions were/are expressed in art, literature and various aspects of political and social life 

· Educate for family spirit
     The developing through the course the understanding of religion as a unity of persons with each other and all people within the Transcendent, intends to build the awareness of the necessity of faith as an instrument for the achievement of such a unity.

· Educate for service, justice and peace
     Service to others is the essence of Christian faith, which became the highest value in our global era. One of the goals of the course is to examine from both a theoretical and personal point of view the values people have in relation to justice in our global era.                                 

     Students will learn about the emergence, the articulation, the transformation, and the structure of values, with reference to the possibility of their realization through justice. 
· Educate for adaptation and change
     This course will help students to understand how important it is in our time to recognize the existence of both similarities and differences among human forms of life as well as their socio-political environments. In order to adjust to the fluidity of life it is important for students to learn from this course about permanence and change of human values in different cultures, their competition for dominance, their circulation and dissemination. 
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT

All student work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,

videos, research, outside class activities

· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

· thoroughness of answers in reflective and research assignments


     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities. Unexcused tardies and leaving class early will affect the attendance grade. Aside from what’s given in class, if further instructions on how to get to off-campus sites are needed, it is the student’s responsibility to check out road maps, etc. in advance of the meeting time.

GRADING

     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font only.  1-1/2 inch margins.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.  No papers will be accepted via e-mail.

CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:

Attendance:







15%

Class Participation:






10%

Reflection Papers:






15%

Religious Service Paper:





10%




Homework:







10%

Quizzes:







10%

Midterm Project:






15%

Final:







           
15% 
100
90-100:  A
80-89:  B
70-79:  C
60-69:  D
59 and below:  (
ASSIGNMENTS

Homework:  To be adequately prepared for each class, you should:
· complete the reading; 

· note (in writing) three: passages of particular interest or difficulty; 

· or questions that you have and/or any issues that you find particularly intriguing or confusing.  
Note: even though subject-content field trips may change and not match up with the readings on occasion, continue reading as scheduled.

Reflection Papers:  1 1/2  page typed papers.  Content:  blend of personal commentary and critical analysis over the field trip-- observations, comparisons, feelings, learnings, etc.   Not a synoptic report.
Religious Service Paper: Choose a religious service different than your background to attend.  Write about the experience in a three-page paper using the following criteria:

· When, where, and why did you attend this particular service? (Include 

a bulletin from the service in your entry) 

· Discuss the format of the service. How did it unfold? What was its purpose? Did the service educate? 

· Who was responsible for conducting the service? 

· How did the people respond to the service? 

· What did you learn about the religion from attending the service? 

· What was your opinion of what you saw? Why do you hold this opinion? 

· Include anything else you wish. 

Quizzes:  Short review quizzes over vocabulary and content.
Midterm Research Project:  Show and Tell.  What may have contributed to whom you have become, who you are?  Research the influence of religion through your family history; trace back where your ethnic roots are from, and the possible religious influences of the culture then.  Explore a legend or folktale from that period.  Bring in stories, symbols, arts, music, a dish to share, etc. associated with your history.  
Final:
Oral Presentation.  Reflecting over the different religions studied, create a single art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, writing, music composition, etc.) that expresses symbols of, your insights into, or what you gleamed from each.  At one point in your creation, highlight your personal synthesis of what you have gained out of the study of the different world traditions.  This may be in light of your own religious path, or philosophy of life.
April 7                
Introduction to World Religions



Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 9:  Christianity

April 9


Christianity




Service of the Lord’s Last Supper – 7PM



Our Lady of Peace Cathedral




Parking at”  1188 Bishop St.  Honolulu



Hmwk:  Read 
Chapt. 8:  Judaism (Group 1)






Chapt. 10:  Islam (Group 2) 


April 14

Judaism and Islam



Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 3:  Hinduism
April 16

Hinduism




ISKCON Center, 6:00PM



51 Coelho Way, Honolulu 96817  (Nuuanu)




Hmwk:  Reflection Paper #1



Prepare for Midterm

April 21

Midterm



Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 4  Buddhism
April 23

Buddhism



Kagyu Thegchen Ling Temple -7:15PM




26 Gartley Place, Honolulu  96817



Hmwk:  Reflection Paper #2

April 28

Interreligious Dialogue




All Believers Network 7-8:30PM




First Unitarian Church  2500 Pali Highway




Hmwk:  Reflection Paper #3



Read Chapt 6:  Daoism and Confucianism
April 30

Confucianism and Taoism



Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 11:  Alternative Paths
May 5


Alternative Religions



Hmwk:  Prepare for Final

May 7


Final Exam

*Note: Syllabus subject to change
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