CJ-201 Foundations in Criminology

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Spring 2009
Instructor:
Gary Thomas



E-MAIL: GTHOMAS808@aol.com 








G.THOMAS@DHS.GOV

Day and Times: Wednesday 5:30-9:40

Location:
Island Pacific Academy/Hybrid 

Instructor:


Mr. Thomas is a part-time Lecturer in the Criminology and Criminal Justice Department at Chaminade University.  He received a Bachelor of Criminal Justice degree from Chaminade and also a Master of Science Criminal Justice degree also from Chaminade.  During the day, Mr. Thomas is employed as an Officer with Customs and Border Protection (CBP).  Mr. Thomas graduated from the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in 1998.  Before beginning his employment with CBP, Mr. Thomas was employed as a Loss Prevention Manager with several businesses on the island.  Mr. Thomas also served in the U.S. Army for a period of 11 years, from 1981-1992.

Course Description:


This course is an introduction to criminology and the social, political and economic environments in which crime flourishes.  Among other things, the students will examine the nature and types of crimes, theories of crime, and statistics of crime.  Open to non-criminal justice majors.

Course Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:



*Assess the criminal justice system’s relationship to society



*Do critical analyses of its strengths and weaknesses



*Evaluate and prioritize theoretical perspectives



*Pursue the development of crime, criminology and social problems

Required Text and Materials:



Criminology, Adler, et al. 6th ed. (2007). New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc.

Additional Course Materials:



To be announced and or distributed by the instructor.

Attendance Policy:


Due to the intensive components of this course, attendance is mandatory.  Attendance will be comprised of one-third of the final class grade.  Upon three absences a deficiency notice will be sent to the registrar with the recommendation that the student withdraw from the course.  Students who miss three or more classes will receive a grade of “FA-failure due to poor attendance.”  On rare occasions, exceptions will be made due to documented military necessity and/or serious family reasons.  It will be the student’s responsibility to communicate with the registrar regarding withdraws, add/drops, credit/no credit options.  It is also the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor.

Grading Policy:


Grades will be based on a point system.  There will be a total of 300 possible points; 100 points for attendance/participation; 100 points for mid-term and final exam 50/50, and 100 points for the written research project.

Student Participation:

1. BE THERE- It’s difficult to exchange information if you aren’t present

2. BE PREPARED BEFORE YOU GET THERE- I will not insult you by reading the text to you.  Read the chapters before you arrive.

3. PARTICIPATE AFTER YOU ARRIVE- Ask questions and help others answer questions.


Attendance/Participation:


It is recognized that there are times when the student will not be able to attend class but absence from class will impact the student’s grade.  The student’s participation in each class session is considered important to the learning process.  Missing class is not an excuse for not being prepared for the next class, completing reading assignments and other projects, which were assigned during the missed class.
RECOMMENDED COURSE WITHDRAWAL AND/OR FAILURE DUE TO ATTENDANCE- 3 ABSENCES

Academic Dishonesty Policy:


There is  ZERO TOLERANCE by this professor regarding any student’s research paper, project or test that has been completed using any form of cheating and/or plagiarism.  Remember, you are Criminal Justice majors and your integrity is the key in your chosen major.

Services for the Disabled:


It is university policy that no otherwise qualified disabled person be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the University.  If any special needs are required during this class, please contact the professor.
Course Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated upon the following factors:

1. Weekly Quiz: Multiple Choice/Short Answer (10 possible points each/total of 100 points)- 25% of total points

2. 2. Weekly Discussion Postings (10 total possible points each/total of 100 points)- 25% of total points

3. Five Short Writing Assignments (20 possible points each/total of 100 points) 25% of total points

4. Final Examination ( 100 points) 25% of total points

Final course grade is based upon the following:
A= 100-90%

B= 89-80%

C= 79-70%

D= 69-60%

F= 59% or below

Late assignments will be accepted for the short writing assignments (1-2 pages) and discussion postings, but points will be deducted when late.  The 1-2 page short writing assignment will have 5 points deducted for each week they are late.  The late period begins once the deadline for the submission has passed.  Discussion postings will have 2 points deducted for each week they are late.  The late period is the dame as for the short writing assignments.  Quizzes must be taken by the due date.  THE FINAL EXAMINATION MUST BE TAKEN IN PERSON-NO MAKEUP EXAMINATION WILL BE ALLOWED.  All postings and return of quiz’s must be made by 6:00 pm the day prior to the next class.

It is up to you to periodically check your grades as posted on this site.  Do not assume that I have received your assignment.  Follow through on this and you should not be surprised by your final grade.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS
(SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

Week 1

April 08

Syllabus Review







Chapter 1 Understanding Criminology

Week 2

April 15

Chapter 2 Courting Crime and Measuring







Criminal Behavior

Chapter 3 Schools of Thought Throughout History

Writing Assignment Due

Quiz

Week 3

April 22


Chapter 4 Psychological and Biological 






Perspective







Chapter 5 Strain and Cultural Deviance 








Theories








Writing Assignment Due








Quiz

Week 4

April 29


Chapter 6 The Foundation of Subcultures








Chapter 7 Social Control Theory








Quiz

Week 5

May 6



Chapter 8 Labeling, Conflict and Radical 







Theories








Chapter 9 Environmental Theory








Writing Assignment Due








Quiz

Week 6

May 13


Chapter 10 Violent Crimes







Chapter 11 Crimes Against Property








Quiz

Week 7

May 20


Chapter 12 White Collar and Corporate 








Crime








Chapter 13 Public Order Crimes

 Quiz

Week 8

May 27


Chapter 14 International and 








Comparative Criminology








Writing Assignment Due








Quiz

Week 9

June 03


Writing Assignment Due








Quiz

Week 10

June 10


Final Examination

STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET
CJ 201

Foundations of Criminology

INSTRUCTIONS: Please Print

Name: ___________________________________


(Last, First and MI

Telephone Number: __________________




(Cell)

I have received a copy of the course syllabus for CJ 20109, Foundations of Criminology, as well as a copy of the requirements for completion of the course.  I fully understand the contents of the course syllabus and the requirements of this course.

____________________
__________________
_______

(Student’s Printed Name)
(Student’s Signature)

(Date)
GRADING CRITERIA

POINTS

PERCENTAGE

Quiz’s:




_______

______________

Discussion Postings


_______

_______________

Writing Assignments


_______

_______________

Final Exam



________

________________

Final Grade






________________

