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CJA760 – Contemporary Issues in Criminal Justice           

April 6th – June 15th, 2009

Instructor:  Kevin S. Rentner, MSCJA

Ph: 360-957-6706 (cell)

kevin.rentner@adjunct.chaminade.edu 

krentner@hotmail.com
Welcome to CJ 760.  This course serves as an opportunity to explore a broad range of critical criminal justice issues. I am very excited for us to learn together in this one-on-one environment.  In my current and former careers I had the opportunity to interact with the courts, law enforcement, institutional and community corrections at local, state and federal government levels; I appreciate the impact of various issues on the CJ system as a whole, and upon the system’s sub-elements.  I am a Community Corrections Supervisor with the Washington Department of Corrections, leading 10 community corrections officers (essentially probation and parole officers) in the supervision of 400 convicted felons. I previously served as an Army intelligence officer.  Almost half of my military career was spent as a counterintelligence special agent. I received a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Washington and an MSCJA from Chaminade.  

Course Description:

From the Chaminade Catalog: “Study of current criminal justice or public administration issues selected by the instructor.”  [Sorry, that’s all the catalog says.]

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon course completion, students will understand:

1) Selected critical issues faced by criminal justice agencies and criminal justice policy makers.

2) The impact these issues have on all components of the criminal justice system.

3) Political influences at the local and national level that impact these issues. 

Assessment: 

Students will demonstrate mastery of learning outcomes by:

1) Discussing selected important contemporary issues in community corrections.

2) Critically analyzing these issues to identify competing ideas, concepts and programs.

3) Explaining how selected critical issues effect both the criminal justice system as a whole and its components, to include explaining how these issues force cooperation and/or competition   between CJ components and agencies.
Grading will be according to the MSCJA standard:

A  =  92% and above

B  =  80-92%

C  =  70-79% 

F  =  less than 70%

You will be graded as follows:


Weekly Essays (9):  36 points (4 points each.)


Research Paper:  40 points


Defense (on-line discussion) of research paper:  4 points


Current Events (CJ Headlines): 20 points (2 points per week)

Research Paper.  This should be a scholarly work on a contemporary justice subject of your choice (with my approval).  Submit a proposed topic not later than 04/17/09. This paper needs to fully develop and support your theme (controlling idea).  No less than six scholarly references must be used.  The paper will be submitted by email and is due on 06/01/09.

Defense of the Paper.  On-line chat will be used for a discussion of the research paper during the week of 06.01/09 – 06/05/09.  The student will present the paper.  The discussion will include free-flowing questions and answers that explore the theme, the research process and results, and alternate and competing ideas related to the topic.  
Paper requirements:

a. The APA style must be used.

b. There is no minimum or maximum paper length.  The paper should explore the subject in detail.  It is unlikely any subject could be adequately covered in two pages.  But if all key points can be made in seven-to-eight pages, you won’t score extra credit by submitting a verbose, 30-page treatise.  Sometimes, “less is more.”

c. I encourage effective writing, i.e., writing with a purpose and in a manner that is clearly understood.  

1) Have one controlling idea and put the “Bottom Line Up Front (BLUF).  Then organize the body of the paper to coherently support your controlling idea.  

2) Use relatively short paragraphs; each should normally have one main supporting idea related to the controlling idea.  

3) Use a summary to tie it all together.  In other words, tell me what you are going to say, then say it, then tell me what you said.  

4) Use active voice and avoid very long sentences with numerous clauses.  

5) “Packaging” with bullets, subparagraphs, etc. appeals to the eye and helps convey ideas.  

6) Excessive spelling, grammatical or typographical errors decrease writing effectiveness and will be considered in grading the paper. 

Weekly Essay: 

Write a 2-3 page critical review of the reading(s) for the week.  Do not merely summarize the reading material, but explore the major themes.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?  Again, have a single controlling idea and put it up front in each essay. These are due on or before the Sunday after they are assigned, e.g., class starts on April 6th so the first essay is due April 12th.  Submit essays by email. 

Current Events:  Submit one link each week to an on-line newspaper or periodical article related to the weekly topic.  In 2-3 paragraphs in your email, give your impression of the article.  How does it relate to what you already know about the topic? If it is an editorial, do you agree with the author?  Why or why not? 

Textbooks: 

None.  The course will use on-line or .pdf formatted documents.

Course Outline

CJA 760 CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Week 1 - April 6-12, 2009:  ECONOMY: The Economy and Criminal Justice:  The recession, its effects on the CJ System and agencies and the “Stimulus Plan” 

U.S. Congress (2009), American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, 

Retrieved 03/08/09 from: http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h1enr.pdf
Week 2  - April 13-19th, 2009:  COPS: Law Enforcement: Use of Force and Police-Community Relations

U.S. DOJ (2002) , Police Use Of Excessive Force: A Conciliation Handbook For The Police And The Community, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.usdoj.gov/crs/pubs/pdexcess.htm
U.S. DOJ (2006), Citizen Complaints About Use of Force, retrieved 03/7/09 from: 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/ccpuf.pdf
Week 3 - April 20-26, 2009; COURTS:  Community Courts and Community Prosecution

NIJ (2001), Dispensing Justice Locally:  Implementation and Effects of the Midtown Community Court, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.courtinnovation.org/_uploads/documents/DISPE~6Q.PDF
American Prosecutors’s Research Institute (2004), The Changing Nature of Prosecution: Community Prosecution versus Traditional Prosecution Approaches, retrieved 03/07/09 from:

http://www.ndaa.org/pdf/changing_nature_of_prosecution.pdf
Week 4 - April 27 – May 3, 2009:  CORRECTIONS:  Public Policy and the Explosion of the Correctional Population

Austin, J. et.al (JFA Institute) (November 2007), Unlocking America: Why and How to Reduce America’s Prison Population, retrieved 03/07/09 from:

http://www.jfa-associates.com/publications/srs/UnlockingAmerica.pdf
The Pew Center, One in 100: Behind Bars in America 2008, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/One%20in%20100.pdf
The Pew Center, One in 31: The Long Reach of American Corrections, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/PSPP_1in31_report_FINAL_WEB_2-27-09.pdf
Week 5 - May 4-10, 2009:  REHAB:  Can Criminals be rehabilitated?

National Institute of Corrections (2009), The Principles of Effective Interventions, 
retrieved 02/14/09 from: http://www.nicic.org/ThePrinciplesofEffectiveInterventions
Public Safety Canada, Risk-Need-Responsivity Model for Offender Assessment  and Rehabilitation, retrieved 02/14/09 from: 

http://www.ps-sp.gc.ca/res/cor/rep/risk_need_200706-eng.aspx#tphp
Aos, S. et.al. (Washington Institute for Public Policy), Evidence-Based Adult Corrections Programs: What Works and What Does Not, retrieved 02/14/09 from:

http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/pub.asp?docid=06-01-1201
Latessa, E.J, Improving the Effectiveness of Correctional Programs Through Research, (Presentation, Olympia, WA, Feb. 2008), PDF 
 

Week 6 - May 11-17, 2009:  DRUGS: The National Drug Control Policy.

ONDCP (2009), The President’s National Drug Control Strategy 2009, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/policy/ndcs09/index.html
Week 7 - May 18-24, 2009:  GANGS:  Local and National Perspective

National Alliance of Gang Investigators Associations (2005),  2005 National Gang Threat Assessment, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/what/2005_threat_assesment.pdf
DOJ (2008), Best Practices to Address Community Gang Problems, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/222799.pdf
Week 8 - May 25 – May 31, 2009:  TERRORISM: National Strategy & Local Response

Homeland Security Council (2007), National Strategy for Homeland Security, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/nat_strat_homelandsecurity_2007.pdf
Murphy, G.R. & Plotkin, M. R. (2003), Protecting Your Community From Terrorism: Strategies For Local Law Enforcement Vol. 1 Local-Federal Partnerships, retrieved 03/07/09 from:  http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/files/RIC/Publications/protect_comm_terror_v1.pdf
Week 9 – June 1-7, 2009:  Student Research paper defense

Week 10 – June 8-15, 2009:  TECHNOLOGY. 

The student will find and read one or more scholarly works, e.g., program evaluation research, on the use of a current or future technology in criminal justice, e.g., DNA testing, GPS applications, geospatial mapping etc.  
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