WORLD RELIGIONS 

Spring 2009
COURSE SYLLABUS 
Course                                     RE 103 01
Day/Time/Place:
                MWF 1:00-1:50  H202
Instructor:                                Dr. Lilia Castle                               

Office Hours:

      
      MWF 2-4 (or by an appointment)

Phone:


     739-4628 off

E-mail:                                     lcastle@chaminade.edu;

     nuibaraxlo1@mail.ru
Course Description:
The course provides an introduction to the historical, philosophical and spiritual foundations of the major religious traditions of the world. The course will examine the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, the historical development of their communities and institutions, and their current status in the world. Using am experiential approach, and the classroom as a space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one’s own tradition amidst this great cultural variety, in order to foster a more harmonious global community.

Program Learning Outcomes:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions;

2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;

3. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition;

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;

6. the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions

Course Learning Outcomes:

Upon the completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:

1. Knowledge of the origins of different religious traditions,  their historical development and their relationship with Christianity (PLO  2)

2. Knowledge of the central concepts of the major world religions  and an ability to compare their central ideas  with the ideas of Christian tradition (PLO2) 

3. An understanding of the sacred sense of religious myth and religious ritual in all religious traditions.

4. An ability to analyze the impact of religions on moral and social life of different nations and compare it with the Christian tradition (PLO3)

5. An understanding of the central role religions play in the formation and transmission of cultures (PLO 5)

6.
An understanding of the necessity of the religious tolerance for the future development of mankind (PLO 6).

Marianist Educational  Philosophy

The confirmation of the religious roots of culture is important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism. Religion is the heart of the culture of every nation. It is an important factor in shaping of history, nations, and societies. The studies of the different aspects of world religions as well as the teaching methods of this course are organized in accordance with the following ideas of Marianist educational philosophy:

Educate for formation in faith;

Provide for an integral quality education;

Educate for family spirit;

Educate for service, justice and peace;

Educate for adaptation and change.

Educate for formation in faith

The method of the course intends to help students to find personal significance of the content of the course for each one of them. The understanding that   the development of man means the development of his spiritual self, the increase of the divine in his nature and the presence of this idea in world religions increases the validity of faith for them. 

From the recognition of symbols through the students ascend toward symbolism of life and ultimately toward the religious symbolism thus acknowledging the hierarchy which brings them to the top of it toward the Transcendent.

Provide for an integral quality education

The content of the course opens the awareness of the plurality of the religious traditions; teaches to value and respect the diversity of cultures and unlike world views.

Religion occupies the fundamental place in every culture thus being integral by its very definition. This is why the important objective of this course is to study how the central ideas of world religions were/are expressed in art, literature and various aspects of political and social life 

Educate for family spirit

The developing through the course the understanding of the religion as a unity of men with each other and all men within Transcendent intends to build the awareness of the necessity of faith as an instrument for the achievement of such a unity.

Educate for service, justice and peace

Service to others is the essence of Christian faith, which became the highest value in our global era. One of the goals of the course is to examine from both theoretical and personal point of view the values  people have in relation to Justice our global era. Students will learn about the emergence, the articulation, the transformation, and the structure of values, the kinds of values and their hierarchy with reference to the possibility of their realization through Justice. 

Educate for adaptation and change

This course will help students to understand how important in our time to recognize the existence of both similarities and differences among human forms of life as well as their socio-political environments. IN order to adjust to fluidity of life it is important for students to learn from this course about permanence and change of human values in different cultures, their competition for dominance, their circulation and dissemination. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

· Attendance. Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and activities. All class activities, discussions and assignments are graded; consequently, the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and class disruptions during the lecture.

· Exams and other graded assignments:
1. Written assignments: there will be four tests, two essays, and short pop-quizzes during the semester. 

2. Presentations: Students will have to do one presentation.
3. Discussions: All discussions are graded.
4. Service Learning: Students who will choose to do SL will not have to write  two essays. 
· Essays
Select one of the two options: service-learning or two essays
Option A: Service Learning –Paper and Journal
· Contact Candice Sacuda for a service-learning project.

· Students will keep a log of activity and hours worked. You must work for a minimum pf 15 hours. You may use the same project for more than one course adding the necessary hours to meet the requirements for both courses.

· Students will keep a journal. After each day’s service students will write a reflection on how that day’s activity affected them and a connection with the course’s content during that week. The journal must be dated to coincide with the student log

· Students have to meet the instructor at least once during the term.

· Students participating in service learning will write a final paper of 4-5 pages that integrates the material learned in class with the service-learning activity

Option B: two essays
Students will write one in class and one take home essay; two- three pages each. The themes of both essays will be connected with religious symbolism. 
Presentation:

Some Topics for the Presentations:

1. Describe and analyze the religious art of any ancient culture of your choice. 

2. Analyze the sacred sense of festivals, ceremonies, and  processions in ancient Egypt

3. Research ONE of the religious symbols of one any religious tradition.

4. Examine the ideas expressed in poetry of one of the Sufi poets (Rabia or Rumi, or one of the great poets-Omar Khayyam, Hafiz, Jami).

5. The controversy over Jerusalem: Judaism, Christianity & Islam.

6. Focus on one of the Buddhist schools in depth. 

7. Compare and contrast Jesus’ use of parables with the purpose and function of koan in Zen Buddhism

8. Explore specific marriage practices and rituals in Islam and compare with those of Hinduism or Judaism.

9. Research and describe one of the interpretations of the story of Adam and Eve.

10. How are the themes of Paradise expressed in Muslim art?

11. Compare the use and meaning of space in Islamic Architecture with that in Taoist-inspired drawings.

12. Explore the history of one of the Chinese arts and how it was influenced by either Taoism or Confucianism

13. Research one of the arts influenced by Buddhism. Connect the expressions of that art with Buddhist themes and practices

· Course Grading:

All the exams will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:

180-200

 A

Four Tests

         90% 
160-179

 B

Discussions

         30%


130-159

 C
           Quizzes       

         10%                            

 90 -129

 D

Presentation

         10%
Below 90     

 F                 
Essays     

         30%


         



Assessment

         30%
`

`

           
Course Text:
Patterns of Religion by Schmidt, Sager, Carney, Muller, etc.. Wadsworth,2005
Additional Reading:

Kerenyi, Carl. Dionysos: Archetypal Image of Indestructible Life. Princeton University Press, New Jersey, 1976.

Ouspensky, P.D. The Fourth Way. Vintage Books, New York, 1971.

Wallis Budge, E. A. The Book of the Dead: the Hieroglyphic Transcript and Translation into English of the Ancient Egyptian Papyrus of Ani. University Books, New York, 1960.

Meyer, Marvin W. The Ancient Mysteries: Sacred Texts of the Mystery Religions of the Ancient Mediterranean World. Harper & Row Publishers, San Francisco, 1987.

North, John. Stonehenge. New York:Free Press.October 9, 1997.Pp.656

COURSE SCHEDULE
	Week
	Lectures;

Class assignment
	Homework  assignment

	Week 1 

	· Pre-Test will be given on Day 1.

· Introduction to the course requirements. 

· The role of religion in human life. 

· Theories of the origin of religion. 

· Symbolism in Religion.
Class Assignment: 

Discussion on the Interpretations of symbols:  a) Your symbol (1%);
 b) Your ideas on interpretation of The Prodigal Son (4%).

	Read- textbook: Chapters 1,2, handouts



	Week 2 

	· What is Myth? 
· Sumerian  Religion. 
· Sumerian historical periods (3800 BC - 2000 BC): The Uruk period; The Jemdat Nasr period; The Early Dynastic period; The Agade period; The Ur III period.

· Sumerian Agriculture; Trade; Cities; Science; Writing. Literature. 

· Cosmogony. Four major deities. The Seven Who Decreed Faith. Demigods & Heroes. Death and Afterlife. 

· The representation of the Underworld.

Group assignment: discuss the major myths of mankind you know (3%)

	Homework: Read handouts on Epic of Gilgamesh; try to interpret the symbolic meaning of the images you meet in this text. 

Write an essay on your interpretation of one of the symbolic images in  EoG (2-3 pages; e-mail it to the instructor and, also, bring the hard copy of your writing to the class for the discussion) -10%


	Week 3 

	· Class discussion on the content of Myth of Gilgamesh (5%)
· The Enuma Elish -Sumerian Legend of Creation.  
· The story of a Great Flood in Ancient religions.


	Homework: read handouts; prepare the presentations on one of the following themes: Sumerian Gods; Great Hymn to Shamash; Sumer Prayer; Dilmun, Flood, Creation of Man; Sumerian religion on the creation of the universe (compare with modern scientific views).

	Week 4 

	· Day 1:Test on the Epic of Gilgamesh (20%)
· Ancient Religious Cults & Religious Mysteries Eleusinian; Dionysian & Mithraic mysteries; mysteries of Isis and Osiris. The representation of sacrificial ritual in Medea by Pasolini
· The similarities of ancient mystery rites with Christianity.

Class activity: 

· Discussion of the symbolic meaning of religious rituals (5%)

	Homework: Ch.2, handouts;

Write 5 questions on Medea; e-mail them to the instructor (5%); Prepare for .for the discussion: think about the symbols you were introduced. 


	Week 5 

	· Hinduism. Ancient Harappa culture. Aryans. 

· The origin of Hinduism. Vedic religion. Upanishads. Brahman. Atman. Maya. Concepts of karma, rebirth, moksha.


	Homework: textbook-Chapter 4 

	Week 6 

	· Major gods of Hinduism, their names & characteristic

· Bhagavad-Gita.                 
Class Discussion: excerpts from

Bhagavad-Gita (5%)

	Homework: Chapter 4; handouts, prepare for the discussion.                       


	Week 7

	· Buddhism. The life of Buddha. Four Noble Truths. 

· Mahayana Buddhism. Zen Buddhism. Tibetan Buddhism
· The origin, the key beliefs and ethical practices of Jainism and Sikhism.

Discussion: The prisoners of Intellect (audio text)

	Homework Ch. 5; handouts                       


MIDTERM

	Week 8 

	· Ancient China. Eastern values: Taoism. 

· Confucianism.
·  Reason or contemplation?
STUDENTS’  PRESENTATIONS

	Homework: Ch.6,7 handouts
To be ready for  presentations



	Week 9 

	· Japanese religion. The expression of religious ideas in Japanese Art and Literature

· What shall we look at for the guidance: nature or man's      actions?

· What is our relationship with man and nature? Compare the meaning of virtue in Eastern and Western traditions 

· From the beauty of the world toward the freedom from the world...

Cl Class activity: reading &discussion of Confucian “Analects"-2%

	Homework: Ch 6, 7,..pp.454-463
 handouts

	Week 10 

	· Four general periods of Jewish history.

· Three parts of Hebrew Bible: Torah, Prophets, Writings. 

· The major beliefs and practices of Judaism. 

· Marriage. Mourning. ‘Pilgrimage Festivals”.

· Jewish mysticism. 

· Alexandrian school of philosophy.

· Class assignment: discussion on  miracles

	Homework: Ch.8
Readings p.347, 8.1

	Week 11 

	· Christianity. The Christian worldview. 

· The early Christians. 

· Eastern and Western fathers of church.

· Monasticism. Mysticism.

· Pillar and Ground of Truth.
Class assignment: discussion on  readings

	Homework: Ch.9, handouts  
Readings: p.393, 9.1; 9.2; 9.4; 9.5; 9.6                              


	Week 12

	· The expression of Christian Ideas in Art. 

· The Symbol and the Cross. 

· Theology in Color.

· Reversed perspective.

Class assignment: Discussion on religious tolerance

	Homework: Handouts; Chapter 9

	Week 13 

	· The major events that shaped Islam. 

· Muslim’s view of God

· Five Pillars of Islam

· Sunni and Shiite

· Islam’s mystics

· Islam and arts

Class activity: group discussion of  Islamic poetry- 3%.

	Homework: Chapter 10

Readings: p. 440


	Week 14

	· Students’ presentations

· Class Discussion on Free Will, Evil, Faith.-5%

	Homework: Handouts;

 Prepare for presentations and discussions. 




	Week 15

	· Sacred and profane 

· Religious philosophy on Love and Death.

Class Discussion

Post- Test On The Last Day Of Class


	Homework: handouts



FINAL EXAM – Tuesday, May 5, 10:30-12:30
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