Engl 480 01—Victorian Literature

Chaminade Univ
Spring 2009

 Wednesday: 2:00-4:50 PM  Henry Hall 225
Office hours: MW—10-11 AM; Fri—9:30-11 AM 
and by appointment

 Dr. Allison E. Francis          Phone: 735 4863

email: afrancis@chaminade.edu

Texts:

Norton Anthology
The Victorian Age (2006)

Austen, Jane

Pride and Prejudice (1812)

Dickens, Charles.
Oliver Twist (1838)   


Hardy, Thomas.
Return of the Native (1878)

Stoker, Bram

Dracula
(1897)




Online Text List and Handouts

Films:

Wuthering Heights
Oliver!

Bram Stoker’s Dracula

Requirements:

1 Short paper (3-5 pages)

1 class journal 

1 Midterm 

1 Final Research paper (10+ pages)


-Research proposal


-Annotated bibliography

Class Project

Class participation

This survey course will examine various literary works and genres of writing from the Victorian period in England (1830-1901).   Although the texts we examine are limited to authors and poets from the United Kingdom, this was a period of economic, industrial and social change throughout England and the entire world.  We will explore the interpenetration of issues like colonialism, urbanization, politics, and gender relations that shaped the literature and the country. 

 Class discussions are vital in this seminar setting; therefore, CLASS IS ATTENDENCE IS MANDATORY!  Everyone will participate in a class project, which requires analyzing a literary figure or theme and preparing an in-class presentation.   Remember to choose your topic carefully.

Students with ADA needs should contact Dr. June Yasuhara in the Counseling Center.

Remember to use your Chaminade account for all email correspondence.

Learning Outcomes:
At the end of this course you should be able to demonstrate the following objectives:

Identify Victorian writing that typifies this British literary period

Demonstrate critical and analytical reading skills using British Literature
Ability to define various literary critical approaches and apply them to given texts
Integrate thematic material in class discussion and in essays

Proficiency in writing through an analytical research paper
Journals

 You will keep a journal of any questions, thoughts, or reflections you have while reading these selections and viewing the videos.  Your journal will become a series of response papers for the assignments in this course.  I will collect and comment on your journals throughout the semester so please bring your journals to all class sessions.  Making notes as you read will help you form ideas and questions that can be used in our class discussions, your oral presentations, and in your papers. Your journals will be graded, so please remember to be diligent.

Class Projects

The purpose of class projects is for students to critically analyze a particular literary figure, thematic material, or film and then lead a class discussion.  Students will be divided up into groups of two and will prepare an outline for the class. Your actual presentation should use imaginative and inventive methods through which to critically examine literary figures and relevant issues in this course.  

Midterm

You will take an in-class midterm to assess your ability to identify and analyze the works we examine in this course.  The midterm will be a mixed format—multiple choice and short essay questions.

Papers

Your papers must be your original work and turned in on time!  No exceptions! All papers must be typed and double-spaced, including your final exam which will be a take-home essay.  I expect your papers to follow the MLA style format.  All short papers should be submitted to me electronically via eCollege.

Plagiarism


Submitting someone else’s writing as your own, copying partial or entire texts from published and unpublished sources, or even paraphrasing material without acknowledging the author, is a serious breach of academic honesty.  I will not tolerate any acts of plagiarism in this course.  According to the Chaminade General Catalog, “Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the EVPP and may range from an ‘F’ grade for the work in question to an ‘F’ for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.”
Plagiarizing papers and cheating on exams will not be tolerated!

More than ONE unexcused absences will lower your final mark by one grade.

All mobile phones must be turned off during class or I will confiscate them.

ENGL 480-01 Schedule (subject to changes)
Week



Assignment

	Wk 1—
14 Jan
                                       
	Orientation: Introduction to “The Victorian Age” 

“Victorian Website”

	Wk 2—21 Jan
	The Romantics and Poetry
Samuel Coleridge “Christabel,” “The Pain of Sleep,” “Epitaph”; William Wordsworth “Composed Upon Westminster Bridge,” “The World is Too Much With Us;” “She Dwelt Among the Untrodden Ways;” Lord Alfred Tennyson, “Mariana” and “Ulysses;” miscellaneous poems

Founder’s Day Mass: 11 AM

	Wk 3—28 Jan

	Backwards Glance: Eighteenth Century Novels

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice

Video viewing—Wuthering Heights
Class Project—Class, Gender, and Social Status in England

	Wk 4—4 Feb
	Children, Women and Victorian England 
Henry Mayhew, “London Labour and the London Poor” (1851)

Anonymous, “The Great Social Evil” (1858) Related articles
First Paper Topics Available!

	Wk 5—11 Feb
	The World of Dickens

Charles Dickens, Oliver Twist
Short Paper Due! 11 Feb! Withdrawal (no record) 13 Feb!

	Wk 6—18 Feb
	The World of Dickens
Complete Oliver Twist

Video viewing—Oliver!

Class Project—Children, Violence and Gender Roles in Dickens

	Wk 7—25 Feb
	Colonialism, Class, and Female Consciousness

George Eliot, “Silly Novels by Lady Novelists” (1856)
 handouts: Edward Said, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
Class Project—Translating Colonialism and Class across the Atlantic and across the Ages

	Wk 8—4 Mar
	The Victorians and Poetry

Coventry Patmore, “The Angel in the House” (1854-62); Robert Browning, Elizabeth Browning, Algernon Charles Swinburne
Christina Rossetti, “Goblin Market”

Class Project— The Sensual Victorian Poets
Midterm review

	Wk 9—11 Mar
	Midterm! 

	Wk 10—18 Mar
	The Women’s Question 

 Sarah Stickney Ellis, “The Women of England: Their Social Duties and Domestic Habits” (1839) [Read preface]

George Eliot “Margaret Fuller and Mary Wollstonecraft” (1855)

Walter Besant, “The Queen’s Reign” (1897)

	Wk 11—23-27 Mar 

SPRING

BREAK!


	Wk 12— 
1 Apr
	Novel

Thomas Hardy, Return of the Native
Research Proposal due! 1 April!

	Wk 13—8 Apr
	
	Novel

Thomas Hardy, Return of the Native

Library Research

	Wk 14—15 Apr
	Science and Spirituality in a Fluctuating New Age
Thomas Carlyle Sartor Resartus, “Natural Supernaturalism;” Charles Darwin Origin of the Species (1859), The Descent of Man (1871); Thomas Henry Huxley “Science and Culture” (1880)

Annotated Bibliography due! 15 April!

	Wk 15—22 Apr
	 Novel
Bram Stoker’s Dracula
Library Research

	Wk 16-Apr 29
	Complete Novel—

Bram Stoker’s Dracula

Video viewing—Bram Stoker’s Dracula 

Class Project— Francis Ford Coppola’s Nineteenth Century
Final Research due! 6 May!


EN 480
GROUP PROJECT (Note: Individual projects are available)

WK 3

Video—Wuthering Heights: Marriage and Social Status in England


1.



2

3.

WK 6

Video—Oliver!: Children, Violence and Gender Roles in Dickens


1.



2.



3.

WK 7

Translating Colonialism and Class across the Atlantic and across the Ages



1.



2.



3.

WK 8

Victorian Poetry—The Sensual Victorian Poets


1.



2.



3.

WK 16
Video—Bram Stoker’s Dracula: Francis Ford Coppola’s Nineteenth Century


1.



2.



3.

EN 480-01 Group Project Worksheet

Guidelines:
1.  Everyone either will be divided up into groups of two or three.

2.  All groups must choose one of the session dates listed on the syllabus by Jan 21st.
3.  The group should agree on the theme that will be the focus of their presentation.  

4.  Each member of the group should be prepared to speak 10-20 minutes on their topic.  The entire presentation should be limited to 50 minutes.  (This does not include question and answer time)

5.  All members of the group must collaborate on a detailed outline (2 pages) of their presentation that includes the group’s subject matter, a brief summary of each member’s proposed lecture, and a list of questions or issues the group will pose to the class.  

This outline must be turned in to me the day of the presentation.

The purpose of class projects is for students to critically analyze a particular literary figure, thematic material, or film and then lead a class discussion.  Even though you will prepare questions and answers for our discussion, your actual presentation should be imaginative and inventive.  Consider creating a multi-media presentation or using props such as poster boards, film clips, power point and music.


You or your group should critically examine relevant themes or issues that permeate the literature we examine.  How do these writers or filmmakers define their subject matter?  How does society define the issues examined?  Are the identities of Victorian writers and/or their characters solely configured on nationality, ethnicity, and gender, or must other factors be considered?  For example, you may want to discuss how your topic reacts to broad issues such as racism, sexism, politics, economics, and class.  Or, you may want to discuss how socio-political issues like sexuality, nineteenth-century popular culture, and gender relations, affected individual lives and various intellectual communities.  


 Look beyond the obvious problems or concerns that are portrayed in these literary pieces and films in order to determine whether or not the creator has a hidden agenda.  Does the writer or director capture your attention?  Is she concerned about her audience?   Are these artists successful in their chosen medium or not?  Would you have made different choices or pursued different issues?   Approach your topic with an open mind, but do not be afraid to point out its weaknesses as well as strengths. 

 
Above all else, enjoy yourselves!  This should be a creative project, not an experience of futile despair!
