Chaminade University of Honolulu

BI 101-30: General Biology I
MW 1730 – 1935

Instructor: Januaria Balajadia

             Term:  Winter evening 2009









 Campus location: Tripler
Contacting the Instructor
Jan Balajadia, Chaminade University, Henry Hall #8

Office #: 739-8550 (Lab Support Office)

Cell #: 808-282-6758

Email: jbalajad@chaminade.edu
This is a 10 week introductory Biology course for non-science majors in fulfillment of the general education required by Chaminade University.

This course encourages critical thinking and analysis of biological concepts.  This course will cover basic biology concepts such as:

· Evolution

· The origin of organisms

· Atoms and molecules

· The cell, its structure and function

· Biological energy – photosynthesis, glycolysis, and cellular respiration

· DNA and basic genetics

Text
Biology Life on Earth, 8th ed. By Audesirk, Audesirk, Byers.  Prentice Hall, 2008.  ISBN# 0-13-238061-7.

You are expected to read the assigned material before the start of each class session.  You are also expected to know the material presented in the book for examination purposes, assignments, and class discussions. 

Any other supplemental material will be provided by the instructor.

I will contact you via email when necessary.  You are expected to check your email accounts and respond if necessary.  I save sent emails, so unless I do not get an undeliverable message I will assume you received the email.
Grading
Grades will be determined by the following:

Class participation

10 points

Quizzes


70 points

Assignments


30 points

Exams



300 points




410 total points

Attendance
Attendance is mandatory and repeated absences may result in being dropped from the class.  Because the term is only 10 weeks, three or more unexcused absences will result in the loss of one letter grade.  If you fail to attend without properly dropping this course, you may receive a failing grade.

Quizzes
You will be given 7 quizzes throughout the course to encourage you to keep up with the material either discusses or going to be discussed.  Material being quizzed may be from the textbook or from lecture.  There will be no make up quizzes.  Quizzes will be given at the end of the lecture portion.
Assignments
You will be assigned three current event reports that pertain to Biology.  This will help you in keeping up to date with what is currently going on in your country and the rest of the world.  You may use peer-reviewed journal articles and newspaper articles (paper or online) from reputable sources.  Wikipedia is unacceptable.  Sources such as the New York Times, Honolulu Advertiser, Science, Journal of Medicine, etc  are acceptable to use.  You are to read a biological article of your choice, summarize what you read, discuss your thoughts and opinions of the situation/topic and include the original article with your report.  One to two pages is sufficient.
Exams
Three exams will be given during this course, two midterms and one final exam.  Each midterm exam will contain topics that were previously discussed in lecture and from the text.  The final exam will be cumulative.  All exams are mandatory and must be taken during the scheduled time.  
University-wide policies:
· You are expected to be in class on time.

· Electronic devices that are not pertinent to the class are prohibited.  This includes computers being used for other purposes other than taking notes for class.

· Pagers and cell phones are prohibited during class time except for extenuating circumstances and prior approval by the instructor.
· Academic honesty is expected and demanded. Any acts of academic dishonesty such as theft of examinations, cheating on examinations, plagiarism, or any other form of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the course.

Disabilities

Students who may require special consideration with reference to disabilities must complete the proper documentation with the school each semester.  A letter will be provided by the school to the instructor outlining what considerations apply.

You are responsible for the information in this document.  Losing it or not reading it are not excuses for not knowing what is in it.  This document is also subject to change by the instructor at any time.

	
	Day
	Date
	Topic
	Assignment

	1
	Monday
	1-12-09
	Introduction to class

Chapter 14 – Principles of Evolution
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Wednesday
	1-14-09
	Chapter 15 – How Organisms Evolve

Chapter 16 – The Origins of Species
	Quiz 1

	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Monday
	1-19-09
	(HOLIDAY – Dr. Martin Luther King Day, No Class!
	

	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Wednesday
	1-21-09
	Chapter 17 – The History of Life
	Quiz 2

	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Monday
	1-26-09
	Chapter 1 – Introduction to Life on Earth

Review for Exam I
	

	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Wednesday
	1-28-09
	Exam I
	

	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Monday
	2-2-09
	Chapter 2 – Atoms, Molecules, and Life
	

	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Wednesday
	2-4-09
	Chapter 3 – Biological Molecules
	Quiz 3

	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Monday
	2-9-09
	No lecture @ Tripler = Wet Lab, Meet at Chaminade University 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Wednesday
	2-11-09
	Chapter 4 – Cell Structure and Function
	Quiz 4

	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Monday
	2-16-09
	(HOLIDAY – President’s Day, No Class!
	

	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Wednesday
	2-18-09
	Chapter 5 – Cell Membrane Structure and Function

Review for Exam II
	

	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Monday
	2-23-09
	Exam II
	

	
	
	
	
	

	14
	Wednesday
	2-25-09
	Chapter 6 – Energy Flow in the Life of the Cell
	

	
	
	
	
	

	15
	Monday
	3-2-09
	Chapter 7 – Capturing Solar Energy: Photosynthesis
	Quiz 5

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	16
	Wednesday
	3-4-09
	Chapter 8 – Harvesting Energy: Glycolysis and Cellular Respiration
	Quiz 6

	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Monday
	3-9-09
	Chapter 11 – The Continuity of Life
	Quiz 7

	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Wednesday
	3-11-09
	Chapter 9 – DNA: The Molecule of Heredity
	

	
	
	
	
	

	19
	Monday
	3-16-09
	No lecture @ Tripler = Wet Lab, Meet at Chaminade University
	

	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Wednesday
	3-18-09
	Chapter 12 – Patterns of Inheritance
	

	
	
	
	
	

	21
	Monday
	3-23-09
	Review for Final Exam
	

	
	
	
	
	

	22
	Wednesday
	3-25-09
	Final Exam @ 1730 - 1950
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