PH 100 Introduction to Philosophy
Winter Evening 2009

Instructor: David Coleman, Ph.D. 

Contact Information:  Office: 735-4826 for my secretary 



Office Hours: Check the Virtual Office to leave messages that I can respond to within 48 hours.

Email: dcoleman@chaminade.edu
Journal: within the course you may also communicate privately using the journal. 

Catalog Description: A study of the nature of philosophical thought and methods by examining actual examples from a selection of classical Greek, medieval Christian, and modern European philosophers. Students will develop an understanding of the ways in which western culture functions. 

Course Overview: Our book’s author says that “Philosophy is the search for fundamental beliefs that are rationally justified.” (7)  Philosophers are those individuals who seek the truth and construct meaning from that truth in which we participate if we want to have lives that are happy. Seeking the truth has a long history with many paths and many funny and sometimes tragic results. Philosophers ask many questions as they seek to clarify their journeys toward and in the truth, often times penetrating the shallow ways we answer such questions about meaning, happiness, the human condition, the good, and God. We will explore the questions they have asked, the journeys they have taken, and the results of their various meaning projects.  Part of this course is to help you realize that you are also a seeker, that you have probably settled for some fairly uncritical answers to serious questions up to now, and that you will enjoy the process of looking more deeply at those questions. 
Philosophy Program Student Learning Outcomes Linked to this course:

Upon successful completion of this program, the student will demonstrate:

1. an understanding of the perennial problems that form Western philosophical thinking. (GE LO 1)
2. an understanding of the major similarities and differences in approaches and content of classical and contemporary ethical theories. (GE LO 2)
3. an understanding of justice, its relationship to peace and its context in Catholic Social Teaching and how this tradition compares with other theories of justice and peace.
Philosophy General Education Student Learning Outcomes


Upon successful completion of this program, the student will demonstrate:

1. an understanding of the broad themes found in the Western philosophical tradition.
2. an understanding of the Socratic method and its application to discussions on fundamental questions of meaning in today’s world.
3. facility in such philosophical skills as critical thinking, clarifying and analyzing concepts, justifying evaluations, and integrating concepts into a theoretical system.
Required Text: Lawhead, William F., The Philosophical Journey: An Interactive Approach. Fourth Edition. Boston: McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 2009. 
ISBN: 978-0-07-338657-7

Organizational Themes:

 Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity

Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives within a broader frame of education and building community. 

1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.” 
· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.
These characteristics are important in the way we will teach the course, in our expectation of your participation in the realization of the course goals and objectives, and in the selection of materials we will ask you to read. As the semester progresses, the specific character of your education in a Marianist University will impact on your discipline in ways that emphasize the reflective dialogue between faith and reason in the issues and values we study. Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

2. The second major organizational theme is diversity. We will apply the skills we learn in order to critically analyze our experience of diversity, our constructions of its meaning, and we will attempt to identify the diversity among all the student/learners who are participants in the course. 

Two explicit outcomes  arise from these organizational themes:

1. The students will incorporate into their essays and class project an awareness of the Marianist educational characteristics and how they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course and their own personal philosophy.

2. Students will identify and compare/contrast the diversity of philosophical approaches to the human condition. 
Evaluation:

· This course is offered online utilizing the Ecollege instructional platform. Students must take the Ecollege NExT Student Orientation Tutorial on the Ecollege course site before they begin the course. 
· Students are required to have access to a computer that is connected to the Internet prior to registration.   Students are also expected to be familiar with basic electronic technologies including sending and receiving e-mail and attachments, web board postings, navigating the Internet and World Wide Web, performing informational searches on the Internet, and transmitting and downloading files. 
· Final Exam: There is one required in-person meeting at the conclusion of the course convened for the purpose of administering the Final Examination.  The meeting and Final Examination are held on the Chaminade University of Honolulu campus or at an approved alternate location.
· Readings: Each weekly session has a series of readings that must be completed before you can respond in the forum discussions. There are a series of activities related to the readings that will have to be completed prior to entering your responses to the reading in the weekly threaded discussions.
· Participation in discussions: Weekly course assignments typically include: (1) a reading assignment, and (2) posting a response to the reading, including responding to one’s classmates.
· If you have more than two weeks of non-participation, your grade may be lowered by one or more letter grades. You are responsible for communicating any special circumstances to your teacher that may prevent you from participating in the online discussions or completing other.
· Chapter/Reading Presentations: Students will be assigned one or more presentation(s) based on the reading materials. The presentation must outline the major points of the assigned reading, relate the content to the course, and attempt a critique of the contents and/or arguments encountered in the reading. The grade for the presentation is based on comprehensiveness, clarity, and conciseness. 
· Chapter Quizzes: At the conclusion of each chapter, a Chapter Test is scheduled. The quiz will be scheduled on Saturdays. Quizzes are unique to each individual, being derived from a bank of questions. You will have to take the quiz during the period it is available and it will have a time limit once you begin it. Quizzes may be objective multiple-choice exams, short essay, and/or long essays. 
· Course Assessments: There are a series of course assessment exercises to be completed in this course. Completion of these assessment tools do not directly affect your grade. However, if you complete all of the tests to the best of your ability, you will receive extra points equivalent to one week’s discussion. Assessment materials help us understand the effectiveness of our learning strategies and in aggregate provide us with data that demonstrates whether the student learning outcomes have been realized in the course.  
Grade Calculation:

Participation online: more than two weeks of non-participation may result in a reduction of one or more grade(s). Excessive non-participation may result in failure of the course.

Chapter Quizzes:

35%

350 points total

Presentations:


15%

150 points total

Online participation:

30%

300 points total

Final Exam:


20%

200 points total

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%

It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties so that appropriate strategies for completion of work may be mutually developed.

Expectations  PH 100 is a writing-intensive, introductory survey course taught online during an accelerated  session.  Consequently, the course requires an extensive amount of independent reading, writing, discussion and critical reflection in order to satisfactorily complete course requirements. Research online and independent reading of the philosophers we will study demonstrates intellectual curiosity and independence and is characteristic of “A” work.  
Regular Participation   This course is conducted entirely online using a variety of instructional support technologies including e-mail, threaded discussions, and written presentations posted online. These important elements of your online learning experience require your active and sustained participation, and thus constitute course "attendance."
“Threaded” class discussions are utilized as a means of stimulating and encouraging thoughtful reflection concerning the topics, themes and subject matter covered in the course.  Regular weekly participation in these discussions is required.  In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the Ecollege site, the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue.
With the possible exception of documented emergencies, there will be no extensions given on assignment due dates or the final examination without the prior approval of the instructor. Students who fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F". Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances (see Incomplete Grades).
Reading Assignments:  This course is reading and writing intensive.  As indicated in the Course Schedule, there is usually a reading assignment to complete during each course week.  In order for students to participate effectively in weekly threaded discussions, prepare for examinations and complete written assignments, it is expected that each student complete assigned readings during the time period indicated on the Course Schedule.
  
	  COURSE REQUIREMENTS


Qualitative Assessments and Quantitative Criteria  Your achievement of course learning objectives is accomplished partially through active participation in collaborative online learning experiences, such as weekly responses to discussion questions in the threaded discussions.  Typically, participation in discussions includes (1) composing and posting a response to an assigned discussion topic or question, (2) posting a comment, observation or question in response to the contribution of another student, and (3) responding to the questions, comments or observations students have posted in response to your contribution to the discussion.   Consequently, it is recommended that you review discussions regularly in order to remain current with the progress of discussions taking place and to respond to comments or questions in a timely manner.     
Good participation, however, is more than simply the number of times you post a note.  Instead, good participation in an online learning environment is determined through the application of qualitative criteria listed below.  You are encouraged to use these criteria to guide the composition  your contributions to Forum discussions.  

(1)  Comments are supported by more than personal opinion, such as cited references or quotes, cited Internet research information or other credible resources; 
(2)  Comments are fair and balanced even if in disagreement;
(3) Comments contribute meaningfully to the discussion by bringing new insights, experiences or perceptions.
Note:  Frivolous comments and hollow statements do not contribute meaningfully to a discussion.  Examples of comments that do not contribute meaningfully to a discussion include "good job," "I agree," "I wish I had thought of that," "I like/don't like your paragraph," and-so-forth.  Instead, meaningful comments add qualitative "value" to a discussion by lending new information, insights or perspectives that enrich our understanding of the subject under discussion.  
Examinations  There is one examination administered during the course; the Final Examination.  The Final Examination requires in-person attendance on the date/time listed in the Course Schedule.  No make-up examinations will be allowed for the Final Examination. Weekly Chapter Tests will be scheduled for Saturday. Check the schedule for test times. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that they are available to take the quiz during the assigned time period. 
Grading  Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of course content, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  At MINIMUM, satisfactory performance entails the successful completion of the following:  (1) weekly discussions concerning topics provided by the instructor (30 points per week); (2) chapter tests (50 points per chapter);  (3) satisfactory presentation of assigned chapters (150 points total) , and (4) one comprehensive final examination (200 points total). 

	  POLICIES


Deadlines  Students are expected assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Late or make-up assignments will not be accepted by the instructor, except under extraordinary documented circumstances, such as military deployment or serious illness.   It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval.
Withdrawals  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class, prior to the withdrawal deadline, may be withdrawn from class by the instructor.  The student must obtain written permission from the Instructor to re-enroll in a class from which a student has been withdrawn.   Only when a student presents written evidence (such as a military order, physician's statement or other reasonable justification), will a request for post-deadline withdrawal be approved.  Withdrawal forms may be obtained from the Accelerated Programs office or a Chaminade Program Coordinator at various military bases.             
Incomplete Grades  Incomplete grades will not be issued except in extraordinary circumstances, i.e., military deployment, medical or other emergency.  In no case will an Incomplete grade be assigned unless the majority of work has been completed to the satisfaction of the Instructor.  Should an extraordinary circumstance arise which will or may prevent the completion of required course work, contact the Instructor immediately. 

Plagiarism  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

	1.
	Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a text is always mandatory.

	 
	 

	2.
	Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.

	 
	 

	3.
	Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.


This policy statement means that students' are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.

If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the Instructor for guidance and assistance.

	  MUTUAL CONSIDERATION AND RESPECT 


 

As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.

Proctored Final Examinations  
When extraordinary circumstances prevent a student from taking the final examination on the scheduled date, a proctored final examination may be administered by an approved proctor at a later date.  Acceptable extraordinary circumstances are defined as:  medical illness; family emergency; or military duty/deployment.  Students are required to provide written documentation serving as evidence in support of extraordinary circumstances.   Arrangements for proctored final examinations must be made in advance with the Chaminade University Evening Programs Office.  It is presently the policy of the Evening Programs Office to administer proctored examinations during the second week of the next term following the term for which an Incomplete grade was assigned.  The Evening Programs Office may be reached at 735-4755.  Note:   Off campus staff do not proctor final examinations.

Test Proctor criteria for online courses for Off Island students  

Test proctor should be a testing officer at a Military Education Center or at a college/university. You will need to submit your test proctor information to:

Donna Yoshimura at dyoshi@chaminade.edu or call (808) 735- 4755 or extension 524.

Information needed:

1. Test Proctor’s name & title

2. Phone & fax number

3. Email address

4. Physical address of the testing center

5. Date of the exam(s)

