COURSE#301   JESUS, GOD AND MAN       
                                Winter Evening, 2009

Instructor:  David Anderson
[home phone:  947-8922 / Main Campus Henry 206P:  735-4867]
[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu ]                 E-COLLEGE – INTERNET                 3 Credits

Catalogue Description:  Students will explore the Jesus of History & the Christ of Faith

with consideration given to the varied perspectives of the church’s living-faith tradition.

Students will study contemporary controversies that pertain to the meaning, person and story

of Jesus of Nazareth.  Special attention will be given to understanding the applicability of

Jesus’ message and spirit for our global human predicament.

Goal:
To introduce the human Jesus who preached and ministered in the power of the Spirit


and to survey the response and debate that followed in his wake – concerning his person


and work.  Building upon a scriptural database, the course will examine critical


developments in the historical tradition – from patristic through medieval to modern


times.  Consideration will be given to the early christological debates, conciliar


statements and the various heresies they sought to address. There will be a brief


historical survey of christologies which detail Jesus’ person and work in sometimes


diverse, sometimes complementary ways.  Special emphasis will be given to


christological themes and approaches relevant to the contemporary world and its agenda.

Objectives:


1) To resource the scriptures and early church tradition in search of the essence of the historical

Jesus, to highlight the preaching and movement of Jesus and the consequential developments within his earthly career

2)
To weigh the paradox of Christian faith with regard to the dual aspect of Jesus’ person:

the divine and the human – as articulated by reason and proclaimed by faith

3)
To trace the development and tension of Christian belief about Jesus as witnessed in the

conciliar debates which established boundaries between orthodoxy and heresy

4) To survey diverse ways and reasons for interpreting Jesus’ person and work with regard to

specific theological themes, such as:  Trinity & soteriology, grace & sin, creation & redemption, eschatology & hope, discipleship & life, liberation & cosmic consummation

      5)
To advance the heritage of Christian theology and belief in light of a contemporary psycho-

social spirituality which focuses on the quest for God and self through the medium of a world-embracing ‘humanum’

Requirements:

1) participation through weekly reading of course materials 

2) posting of weekly responses for others to read and respond to

3) satisfactory completion of assignments, projects and exams as given throughout the course

Recommendations:

1) completion of assigned readings either before or after each class session

2) research and reading of extra materials relevant to the course content

3) additional response postings concerning course materials


Week


Course Material 
   I
    

Introduction to Christology




Pre-History of the Historical Jesus




Incarnation: God Becoming Human

  II


Life & Career / Preaching & Ministry of the Historical Jesus




Death & Resurrection




Film Presentation

  III


New Testament Proclamation:  Jesus Christ




Synoptic / Pauline / Johannine Interpretations 

  IV


Early Church Development of Doctrine




Heresies, Conciliar Debates & Orthodox Statements

   V


Developments beyond Ephesus & Chalcedon




Christology in the Middle Ages

  VI


Jesus:  Divine & Human




Reformation to Modern Christologies 

  VII


Liberation & Feminist Christology
 VIII


Ecumenical & Cosmic Christologies

   IX


Christ Yesterday, Today & Forever

Special Christological Questions & Concerns


    X


Course Overview & Evaluation 

________________    Final Exam








___

Course Text:  Consider Jesus (Waves of Renewal in Christology) by Elizabeth Johnson



New York, NY:  The Crossroad Publishing Company, 1990.





The Many Faces of Christology by Tyron L. Inbody



Nashville, TN:   Abingdon Press, 2002.

Grading:   45%  weekly postings (5% for each of nine weeks to be posted during that assigned week)


      35%  course paper

      20%  final exam

*  All grade markings will follow the university catalogue standards

Course Paper:   Each student is to submit a 10 page paper via e-mail to the professor by midnight (PST) Wednesday – March 18th, 2009.  The paper must be typed / double-spaced, following a recognized standard for including footnotes & bibliography.  The paper’s topic does not need approval, but must be relevant to the course of student:  
any idea, event, movement, or theologian (concerning Jesus, God & Man) from the ancient, medieval or modern periods.  The paper should contain no less than 5 footnotes, none of which may be taken from the internet.  The paper shall follow 
the following format:
1) Title & appropriate course information (1 page)
2) Content (8 pages)

3) Footnotes (1 page:  minimum of 5 non-internet notes)
4) Bibliography (one page:  cite only sources actually used in the paper submitted) 
Course Postings:  Each student is to make a weekly posting for all to read in reference to
the weekly posted course notes (material and/or questions posted by the professor).  The bulk student responses should not be to or about each other (unless relevant to the course subject matter).  While there is no specific length required in the student  response, it should contain

some substance and not simply be “oh, I agree with what so-&-so said.  You may agree or

even disagree, so long as it is done in a meaningful way, always respectful of other’s personal

statements or viewpoints.  Remember, our approach is primarily on the academic level, and it

is on that level that our responses should be made & responded to.  Thanks to everyone for

their cooperation and participation in this regard.  Postings are to be made each week in regard to that week’s material.  Late postings (aside from the first two weeks where lateness
is permitted) will incur loss of course points.
Final Exam:  date / time / place / circumstances to be determined by Evening Programs Office.  Exams will be submitted to the course professor in a timely manner thereafter.

The Religious Studies’ Discipline Teaching Goals
Goal One: We will promote faculty and student understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition by engaging its historical achievements and articulations, its integration of faith and reason, and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation

Goal Two: We will foster a reflective response and personal interaction with the

Catholic Intellectual Tradition, encouraging increased understanding of the Tradition in our contemporary world and provide the opportunity for an adult 
appropriation of the faith within a nurturing academic environment

Major Program Student Learning Outcomes

Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of: 

1) Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions

2) Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions

3) Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition

4) the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education 

      for service, social justice and peace 

5) the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values 

6) the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions

Course RE301
This course specifically aims to achieve Learning Outcomes #1, 4, & 5
Methods of Assessment

Student outcomes will be assessed on the basis of each student’s:

1) class log-ins for posting

2) class participation (quality of student postings as response to course content)

3) course exams (final)

4) course term paper 

Course Reading Assignments
Students should stay current with the course content by reading the assigned chapters
from course texts, as well as from the packet of supplementary reading materials sent

to each student.  Readings may be done before each week’s posted course notes or

after each week’s posted notes.  Some materials may be stressed as required, while

others may be deemed as purely additional for those who have the time and inclination

to probe deeper into the subject matter.  Because this is an on-line / internet / electronic

learning format, students may not have access to libraries or other sources of material,

thus the additional materials and posted bibliography citations.
The weekly chart follows below
Reading Outline for Course RE#301
Week 1 -  Introduction / Backround / Pre-history of Historical Jesus
1) Article:  Jesus / Christ  

2) Johnson:  1-47

3) Inbody:  19-42  

Week 2:  Life & Career / Death & Resurrection of the Historical Jesus 


1)   Johnson:  49-65

2)   Article:  Jesus:  The Heart of God  [Borg - The Heart of Christianity:   ch 5] 

3)   Article:  The Kingdom of God:  The Heart of Justice [Borg - The Heart of Christianity:  ch 7]

4)   Article:  The Christo-Praxis of a People [Fernandez - Toward a Theology of Struggle:  ch 5]
Week 3:  New Testament Proclamation:  Jesus Christ

1)   Inbody:  165-188  

2)   Article:  The Person of Jesus in the New Testament [Weinandy - Jesus the Christ:  ch 1]

3)   Article:  New Testament Christologies  [Rausch - Who Is Jesus?:  ch 8]
Week 4:  Early Church Development of Doctrine
1)   Article:  From the New Testament to Chalcedon  [Rausch - Who Is Jesus?:   ch 9]
2)   Article:  From Variety to Orthodoxy & Heresy  [Johnson - The Evolution of Christianity: ch 2]
3)   Article:  The Trinitarian & Christological Controversies  [Johnson - The Evolution of
         Christianity – ch 4]
4)   Article:  Jesus:  The Fathers & The Early Councils  [Weinandy - Jesus the Christ:  ch 2]
5)   Article:  The Road to Nicea  [Journal:  Christian History & Biography – Issue 85]
6)   Article:  Heresy in the Early Church  [Journal:  Christian History & Biography – Issue 51]

7)   Article:  Alexandria & Antioch  [Goergen - The Jesus of Christian History:  ch 3]

8)   Article:  East, West, and the Great Councils  [Goergen - The Jesus of Christian History:  ch 4]
Week 5:  Beyond Ephesus & Chalcedon / The Christology of the Middle Ages
1)   Article:  Medieval Soteriology  [Weinandy - Jesus the Christ:  ch 5]

2)   Article:  Martin Luther & Language of a Pastor  [Goergen - Jesus of Christian History:  ch 7]
3)   Inbody:  139-164

Week 6:  Liberation Christoogy
1) Johnson:  67-95 

2) Inbody:  104-114 

3) Article:  Gustavo Gutierrez  [Bacik - Contemporary Theologians:  ch 13]
4) Article:  Introduction  [Nickoloff - G. Gutierrez / Essential Writings – pgs 1-22]

5) Article:  Leonardo Boff, Liberation Theology II  [Ormerod – Introducing Contemporary  

                    Theologies:  ch 14]
6) Article:  The Structure & Data of Christology / Interpreting Jesus for Today [Haight -

        An Alternative Vision – An Interpretation of Liberation Theology:  chs VI & VII]

Week 7:  Feminist Christology  

1) Johnson:  97-113

2) Inbody: 115-138 
3)   Article:  Feminist Theology  [Johnson - She Who Is – pgs 22-41 & 254-272]
4)   Article:  Elizabeth Schussler Firoenza, Feminst Theology I  [Ormerod - Introducing

   Contemporary Theologies:  ch 15]

5)   Article:  Rosemary Ruether  [Bacik - Contemporary Theologians:  ch 14]

Week 8:  Ecumenical & Cosmic Christologies

1) Johnson:  129-146

2) Inbody:  189-212

3) Article:  Christ Among the Religions  [Dulles - America – Vol 186 #3  Feb 4, 2002]

4) Article:  Jesus in Asia – Then & Now  [Lackner (Private) pgs 1-13]
5) Article:  The Doctrine of the Incarnation  [Lane - Contemporary Catholic Theology:  ch 11]

6) Article:  Evolutionary Aspects of Faith in Jesus  [Ritschl - The Logic of Theology:  ch 3]

7) Article:  World Picture and Theology in the Work of Teilhard de Chardin  [Wildiers -

         The Theologian & His Universe:  ch 8]

`
Week 9:  Special Topics
1) Article:  Jesus and Human Salvation [Helminiak - The Same Jesus:   ch 10]

2) Article:  The Historicity of Christian Salvation  [Ellacuria - Mysterium Liberationis:  ch 13]
3) Article:  Systematic Christology:  Jesus Christ, the Absolute Mediator of the Reign of God

              [Sobrino - Systematic Theology – Perpsectives from Liberation Theology:  ch 7]

Week 10:  Review
