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SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

Catalog: “ Introduction to the quantitative and qualitative research methodologies and designs, used in the behavioral and social sciences; the scientific method, measurement, sampling, ethics in research, and the application of descriptive and inferential statistics to research data to evaluate research questions.”

This course is designed to introduce students to research methods and the scientific approach to social and behavioral sciences research.  The focus will be on the scientific model of inquiry, the research process, measurement, and the quantitative and qualitative methods of data gathering, sampling and statistical analysis.  Published research will be assigned reading and evaluated, according to the principles and techniques learned in the course.

Students will have regular written assignments and the quality of writing will be emphasized in evaluating student progress in the course.  This course meets the program goal of introducing the student to the scientific method.  The student will demonstrate the learning outcomes of proficiency in the application of the various research methods, and competency in the statistical analysis of data and the evaluation of results. 

Program Student Learning Outcomes

The student will demonstrate an understanding of :

1)  The scientific method and its application in the field of sociology

2)  Anthropological and sociological concepts and the appropriate use of the discipline terminology
Course Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate:

1) an understanding of  the science base of research in the behavioral and social sciences;

2) an understanding of the research process;

3) an understanding of and differentiate among the various research methods used in the 

behavioral and social sciences;

4) an understanding of measurement, the measurement process, and the related 

issues of reliability and validity;

5) the application of the appropriate statistical techniques to various sets of data or variables, given the nature of the scales of measurement used; and

6) the ability to evaluate critically published research reports in the behavioral and social sciences.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:  

1.  Short papers & assignments. Students will be assigned a number of short papers (2-5 pages) during the term.  The papers will focus on the stages of the research process, the various methods of research, and on methodological issues discussed or covered in class. The style of writing is expected to become increasingly formal, to reflect familiarity with, and understanding of, behavioral sciences research and reporting.  The student is required to meet the writing standards set by the university.

2.  RESEARCH PAPER:  The research paper will reflect: a) a proper literature review (10-12 sources from scholarly books and journals, with a limit of 3 web sources), b) the principles of valid and reliable measurement and operational definitions, c) method and sampling design and instrument construction, d) a results section with appropriate data analysis, e) a discussion and conclusion section,  f) a references page, and g) Appendices.  

APA style format is required for all papers. See Psych journal articles or the APA Pub. Manual.

Late papers will lose 10% off the score, for each day past the due date.  Due date deadline is the the class period on that day.   All papers must be typed and follow the writing standards of Chaminade University.

GRADING:  



       Papers

                




  3 Assignments
(15%)


90-100% = A
70- 79% = C



  2 papers
(10%)


80-69% = B         60- 69% = D



  Research paper.
(25%)


 
x < 60% = F



  Midterm
(25%)
   

  Final

(25%)

-------------------------------------------------------------



Total:

 100%

TEXT: Neuman, W. L.  (2009). Understanding Research.  Boston: Pearson Education, Inc.

Selected readings may be assigned.

COURSE OUTLINE:

Wk 1-2
Introduction: science & the social research.   Ch. 1 , 2 


Overview of the relationship between research methods and data and analysis used.  

See scholarly journal articles as examples to follow


Getting started:  Types of social research, the research question and research hypotheses.   

Assignment 1. Pick a topic, state a research question, identify sources of literature that would relate to your topic and research question and write a paragraph or two summarizing these sources. Type & hand in on Thursday of the 2nd week (1/22).
3-4         Research ethics, sampling    Ch. 3, 4

Assignment 1feedback will be given to guide you in developing your proposed research.

The research proposal:  Introduction & Literature Review: 
5-6
Research Design, Measurement, Indexes/Scales    Ch. 5
Chapter 5 is a key chapter in social research, especially quantitative research, the contents of which must be reflected in the “method” section of your research paper.
2/19
Paper 1 is due. Your Introduction and Literature Review of your proposed research.

7-8
Survey Research Method   Ch. 6

2/24
Midterm  
Ch. 1 – 5    Essays
8-9
Other nonexperimental research methods.  Ch.8 & 10.


Assignment 2—create an attitude scale (i.e., a summated rating scale).  

3/5
Assignment 2 is due.

9-10 Experimental designs.  Ch. 7
Discuss method section of the research proposal.

Measures of variables: Operationalization

3/17
Paper 2 (Research design for your study is due)
11
Spring Break
12-14
Data gathering

Quantitative Analysis of data—Ch. 9

SPSS 16.0      

Assignment 3.  Statistical testing of hypotheses, given a database
15
Assignment 3 is due 4/21.

16           Writing the research report.  Ch. 12

4/30
Research paper is due.    

.

Course Expectations:  

Writing should reflect college-level quality.  Please edit your work before you turn it in.  Check for spelling and grammar errors.  Do not use complex sentences.  Use semi-colons sparingly. Check your paragraphs for coherence and clarity of thought.  

You must use APA publication style (American Psychological Association).  Sources used in the text of your paper must be listed in the “References” page.  Source citations must be used when using direct quotes and paraphrasing from your sources.  Plagiarism will lead to an F in the course. 

All assignments and papers are due as indicated in the syllabus unless the instructor says otherwise.  Failure to meet these deadlines will incur a minimum of 1 grade reduction for the assignment or paper .

Final words:  Be on the lookout for timely e-mails regarding assignments and attached readings.

Marianist Values.

· Educate for formation in faith

· Provide an integral quality education
· Educate in family spirit
· Educate for service, justice, and peace
· Educate for adaptation and change
