RE 314-95 Hebrew Scriptures (3)

Winter AEOP: Jan. 12 – March 25

Syllabus (subject to revision)
TIME:


Online: You may access anytime that is convenient for you.




Chat room as requested.

INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.

PHONE:

739-8536

E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS:
9 a.m. to noon HST, Wednesday and Friday

OFFICE:

Henry Hall 206Q
COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible


Textbook – The Old Testament: An Introduction to the Hebrew Bible by Stephen L. Harris and Robert L. Platzner. (ISBN: 0-7674-0980-9).

Course Description

This course introduces the God of the Old Testament and details Israel’s relationship with their God over a two-thousand year journey of faith. The sacred writings of the Pentateuch and both the Prophetic and Wisdom literature of Israel will be examined in detail. An understanding of Israel’s speech about the God who spoke is a worthy study in itself, and an essential theological pre-history for understanding Jesus and Christianity. The significance of these texts for both contemporary Judaism and Christianity will be explored. Offered annually. Prerequisites: RE

103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.
Program Student Learning Outcomes

linked to this course are:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader

Christian and human traditions;

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for

service, social justice and peace;

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;

Students will gain an understanding of the

1. major forms of criticism that scholars use in the study of the Old Testament; 

2. the relationship of God to the people as expressed through the Old Testament; 

3. social and historical context of the various periods of development; 

4. interpretation of the Old Testament as formative for both Jewish and Christian communities. 

At the end of the course, students will be able to

1. identify the various genres within the Old Testament;
2.  discuss the images of God and their impact on the major themes;
3. explain the major themes of the Old Testament and their relevance to the Jewish and Christian faiths; 

4. discuss the historical and cultural influences on the development of the Old Testament. 

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Participation in online discussions



40 points

· Final Exam on campus or as arranged


20 points 

· Three essays that will be assigned



30 points 

· Article research and reaction




10 points

Grade scale

A = 90-100 points

B = 80-89 points

C = 70-79 points

D = 63-69 points

F < 63 points

Online discussions 

Students are expected to post to the discussion boards a minimum of four times per unit. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to the question and your reaction to others’ answers. 

Weekly posts consist of:

1. An in-depth response to readings question (by Wednesday night); 
2. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by two other persons group (by Friday night); 
3. Response to others’ reactions/questions to your initial post; 
Points will be deducted if you do not post on the discussion board in a timely manner. (e.g. posting your week one discussion question during week 2)

Final exam

If you are on O’ahu, you must take the final exam in person at the one of the designated locations. If you are not on O’ahu, you will need to make arrangements for a proctor to administer the exam. Details will be forthcoming. 

If you are not on Oahu during the final week of class, and verification is necessary such as airline ticket, you must make arrangements with the instructor to take the final by some other method.

Essays

Essays will be assigned later in the term with specific due dates listed. Your essays will be submitted using a drop box for the unit that pertains to that assignment.

Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Set the footer to 7 using the page setup control. In the footer set at .7, insert page number on the left and your first initial and last name on the right. Essays will be graded on clear thesis or summary statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
 

All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from texts or articles using MLA format. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format. Submit essays as an attachment to instructor using Web CT’s mail system. You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a resource.

 

Article Research and Reaction

Students are to access Sullivan Library’s periodical base and locate an article about the New Testament and its writings using ATLA or other religion index. Students are to read and write a reaction paper that includes:

· a brief summary of the article; 

· its relevance to course content; 

· its usefulness as a means to understand the Old Testament better; 

· how the article contributed to personal knowledge of the course subject. 

 

This paper must be a minimum of three double-spaced pages. In the footer, locate page number on the left, and initial of first name and entire last name on the right. This article essay is due as listed on the schedule. You will post a brief summary as part of your discussion for one of the last units of the term.

 

Three Rs to Success

Read


Text assignments


New Testament passages


Postings on contents and discussion pages

 

Reflect on

Readings

Each other’s postings,

 

Respond to 


Discussion questions


Postings by other students

 

*******************************************************************

Three Rs of Online Etiquette

 

Read and write carefully


Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it. 

 

Respect


Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable.

 

React kindly and fairly


Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking.”  Once words are posted, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

 

COURSE SCHEDULE: (subject to revision)

Instead of dividing the course content by weeks, we will study according to units. Some units may be longer than a week to adequately cover the material. The first three units are indicated with an additional schedule forthcoming. On the forthcoming schedule will be the essay assignments for each of the three major sections of the 

	Unit one: Jan. 12 – 18
	Introduction to the course

	
	No written assignment except for discussion board question.

	Unit two: Jan. 19 – 25
	The Hebrew Bible: An Overview

	Reading assignment: 

Harris, PART ONE – Chapters 1-2
	No written assignment except for discussion board question.

	Unit two: Jan. 26 – Feb. 1
	The Biblical World: Culture and Religion

	Reading assignment: 

Harris, PART Two – Chapters 3-4
	No written assignment except for discussion board question.


 

