Chaminade University

Spring 2009

EN 102: 

Expository Writing
Instructor: Justin Wyble          

Office location: 206B Henry Hall

Office hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 11:00-1:00; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:30-
2:00; and by appointment.
Office phone: 440-4234
E-mail: justin.wyble@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Description

Instruction and practice in writing short-to-medium length expository essays and in writing from sources.  Skills required for research and research writing are emphasized, such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing.  The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multi-source research paper of substantial length.  Prerequisite: EN 101 or placement by exam.

In order to provide coherence to discussions and to help students learn to collaborate, we will focus our attention on a general topic for research and discussion: work and social justice.  One of the key goals of the Marianist philosophy of education is to teach peace, justice, and service.   In this course, we will work towards this goal by focusing on the general topic of work and social justice.  As we critique conditions of work here in Hawai‘i and throughout the world, we will begin to imagine more just forms of work than the traditional forms of wage labor that dominate our world today.  My hope is that this course will both polish your skills in expository writing and research and prepare you to contribute to the collective human project of making our world more peaceful and just.       
Student Learning Outcomes

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text.

2.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 

      free writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition,   

     persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.
Critical Thinking Skills

9.   To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.

Required Texts 
1. The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers, 8th ed, eds. Maxine Hairston, John Ruszkiewicz, and Christy Friend, Pearson Longman, 2007. 

2. The Craft of Research, 2nd ed, eds. Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams, University of Chicago Press, 2003.

3. Studs Terkel, Working (1974), New Press, 2004. 
4. J. Wyble, Reader: EN 102: Expository Writing.  Spring 2009.  
Required Extras

Access to a word processor, printer, and copier.  
Student Responsibilities

Class Attendance

Class participation is a crucial part of this course; therefore, attendance is mandatory.  Every three unexcused absences will lower your final grade by one letter.  In order for an absence to be considered excused, you must provide appropriate documentation.  Missing class for medical reasons requires written verification from a doctor.  Remember, I have the final say on what counts as an excused absence, so contact me well in advance of the absence (if at all possible).    Also, every four tardies counts as an unexcused absence.    

Papers
You must submit all writing assignments to LiveText.  This includes all short writing assignments and research projects.

Assignments must be submitted on the specified due date.  Written work will receive one grade reduction for each day it is late (including days between classes and weekends).
Individual Conference
You will be required to attend an individual conference with the instructor as you are working on your Final Research Project.  If you fail to show up for your scheduled appointment, it will count as an unexcused absence. 
Class Behavior

This classroom is a place where claims can be explored, challenged, and argued for or against without fear of oppression or reprisal by your peers or myself.  Any comments or actions that instigate or contribute to a hostile environment or fail to respect others will not be tolerated.  Any individual who, as a result of their words or behavior, silences their classmates will be held accountable.        

Do not use cell phones, music players, laptops, or other electronic devices while in class.  Turn them off and keep them in your bag.
Portfolio
You must maintain a portfolio containing all of the work you do for this class, including all papers, quizzes, etc.  Please include in your portfolio hardcopies of all writing assignments that you are required to submit to LiveText.  You are responsible for providing me with copies of all of your work upon request.
Office Hours


You are highly encouraged to see me during office hours for individual assistance with 

your writing assignments or for any other matters related to the class.

E-mail Communication

If you have a question, please e-mail me.  I will make an effort to respond within 24 hours of your e-mail.  Please note that I will only reply to e-mails sent from your official Chaminade e-mail account.
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research.  It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world.  Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated.

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a university official.  Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.

Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper and possible failure for the course.
In this course, if the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student.  Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor.  Students should consider their instructor’s vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested.  Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented.
Required Coursework and Grading Breakdown

Participation................................................................................................................................10% 
Quizzes........................................................................................................................................10% 
Short Writing Assignments and Presentations............................................................................20%

Research Projects .………………..…………………………………………............................50 %
Final Exam…………………………………………………………………..............................10 %











______

Total..........................................................................................................................................100 %
Grading Scale

‘A’   Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative (90-100).

‘B’    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner (80-89).

‘C’    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79).

‘D’    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of 

          prerequisite course work (60-69).

‘F’     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given (0-59). 
You need a minimum of a 70 (C)  to pass this course.

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

6. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

7. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

8. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

9. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

10. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

