Chaminade University of Honolulu 

Syllabus

EN 255: Short Story and Novel

SPRING 2009

Instructor: Dr. Janine Richardson 

Office number: tba

Office hours:
 Thursday 12:45-1:45 PM, by appointment
Contact information: janine.richardson@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Classroom number: Eiben Hall Room 108
Class days and time:  Tuesday/Thursday, 2:00-3:20 PM

Catalog Description:




This introductory literature course surveys classical and modern works primarily of major English, Continental, and American authors.  

Prerequisite:  EN 102

Texts:
Trimmer, Jennings, and Patterson.  e Fictions.  New York:  Harcourt, 2002.


Cather, Willa.  My Antonia.  1918.  NY:  Oxford World Classic Edition, 2006.   


Greene, Graham.  The Quiet American.  1955. NY: Viking Critical Edition, 1996. 


**The short stories NOT in eFictions will be provided via photocopy from instructor
**

In this course we will: 

* analyze, compare, and evaluate various works of literature 

* engage with the readings and have active discussions
* develop and apply research, writing, and oral presentation skills

Course Content:  A proposed “Schedule of Course Readings” is attached to this syllabus 

Course Objectives:

* To recognize and identify the form and basic elements of two types of literature—

the short story and the novel  
* To read closely, to analyze carefully, to write clearly, and to discuss with interest and enthusiasm the course readings   

*  To improve your vocabulary skills 

Assessment of Student Learning (How Your Grade Will Be Determined)                      
Quizzes (total of 6, 5 pts. each) CANNOT BE MADE UP IF YOU ARE ABSENT ………….30 pts.  

Short Paper #1 (based on 2 short stories) ……………………………………………20 pts. 


Short Paper #2 (based on a short story made into a film) …………………..…………. 25 pts. 
 

Midterm Exam…………………….……………………………………………… 30 pts.

Final Exam….……………………………..………….  ……………….………  ………..50 pts.

In-class work (Discussion Guides, etc.)  CANNOT BE MADE UP IF YOU ARE ABSENT…50 pts.

Author Introductions--3 brief presentations to the class done in student pairs .……………….15 pts.                                                  

Library Research Project (a brief annotated bibliography)…………...  ………………....30 pts.  

       Total= 250 pts.

Semester Grade Scale:

A=90%-100% (225-250 pts.)

B=80%-89% (200-224 pts.)

C=70%-79% (175-199 pts.)

D=60%-69% (150-174 pts.) 
F=05-59% (149 pts. or below) 

To each class meeting, please bring two (2) copies of your COMPLETED discussion guide 
Make-up and late work--in-class work, including quizzes, cannot be made up. Tests may be made-up, at my discretion, if you have a documented excuse and take the test the first day you return to class—preferably during my office hour.  I reserve the right to REFUSE or PENALIZE late work.  

Plagiarism—work that is not your own will be given a grade of “F” and may result in my failing you for the course.  Don’t take that chance.  See me if you are having trouble with any of the assignments.  

Attendance is mandatory—more than 1/3 of your final grade will be based on work you do in class.  Because of this, missing classes will most likely result in your receiving a lower final grade.  

No electronic devices in class without permission of instructor   

Incompletes and Withdrawals-- Chaminade University provides specific deadlines for withdrawing from a course and procedures to follow.  Incompletes are not encouraged for minor issues and involve creating a contract between the instructor and the student for the completion of the course.    

Short Story and the Novel:  Proposed Reading Schedule, Spring 2009

Dr. J. Richardson 

Short Story Titles in BOLD TYPE will be given to you in class (photocopied handouts)  

Those not in bold type can be found in eFictions (textbook) 
Week 1  (Jan. 13 & 15) 

 Responses to the Civil War (1861-1865)  



Ambrose Bierce, “One of the Missing”(1888)  “Chickamauga” (1889)



Week 2  (Jan. 20 & 22)

Regionalism, Local Color, and Naturalism:  Responses to a Changing Nation 



Sarah Orne Jewett, “A White Heron” (1886)



Kate Chopin, “Desiree’s Baby” (1893)



Stephen Crane, “The Open Boat” (1898)



Charles Chesnutt, “The Wife of His Youth”  (1899) 

Week 3  (Jan. 27 & 29)

 From Progressive Era to Roaring Twenties



Willa Cather, “Paul’s Case” (1905); 

Ernest Hemingway, “Hills Like White Elephants” (1927) 

 F. Scott Fitzgerald, “The Curious Case of  Benjamin Button” (1921); “Babylon Revisited” (1931)

Week 4  (Feb. 3 & 5)

** Essay #1 is DUE AT START OF CLASS ON THURSDAY Feb. 5

From the Great Depression to the New Deal:  The 1930s   



William Faulkner,“That Evening Sun” (1931) 



John Steinbeck, “The Chrysanthemums” (1937)

Week 5  (Feb. 10 & 12)

An American Novel: Willa Cather, My Antonia  (1918) 

Week 6  (Feb. 17 & 19)
Willa Cather, My Antonia  (1918); Neighbor Rosicky (1928)  

Week 7  (Feb. 24 & 26)

 Masters of Modernism:  Short Stories from England and Ireland


Joseph Conrad, “An Outpost of Progress” (1896)

James Joyce, “Araby” (1914);  “Eveline” (1914) 



D.H. Lawrence, “The Rocking Horse Winner” (1926)

Week 8  (March 3 & 5)

**MIDTERM  WEEK, exam date TBA

British Short Story Writers in New Zealand and Southern Africa

Katherine Mansfield, “Her First Ball” (1922)  

Doris Lessing, “The Woman on the Roof” (1963)   

Week 9 (March 10 & 12)

From Short Story to Film:  Choose one of the following pairs (story plus film) for your 2nd 

essay, but we  will all read the stories, whether or not we write about them.   (I will provide a photocopy of the short stories; see me if you cannot locate the video or DVD film versions). 

Daphne du Maurier, “The Birds” (152) &

Alfred Hitchcock, dir., The Birds (1963) 



Graham Greene, “The Basement Room” (1935) & 

Carol Reed, dir., The Fallen Idol (1948)



F. Scott Fitzgerald, “Babylon Revisited” (1931) &



Richard Brooks, dir., The Last Time I Saw Paris (1954)

Week 10  (March 17 & 19)

**Essay #2  “From Short Story to Film,” is DUE AT START OF CLASS on Thursday 

March 19 

**Personal Conferences re course and re final project

Tuesday, begin discussion of Graham Greene, The Quiet American (1955; 1956 in US)
Week 11 (March 24 & 26)

SPRING BREAK –no classes –Finish reading The Quiet American 

Week 12  (March 31 & April 2)

         Discussion:  The Quiet American 
Week 13 (April 7 & 9)


Post-World War II America 

Flannery O’Connor, “A Good Man is Hard to Find,” (1953); 

“Everything that Rises Must Converge” (1961) 

Philip Roth, “Defender of the Faith” (1960)
John Updike, “A & P” (1962)

Week 14 (April 14 & 16) 


American Writing in the late 20th Century 

Toni Morrison, “Recitatif” (1983)

Raymond Carver, “A Small, Good Thing” (1983)

Tobias Wolff, “Bullet in the Brain” (1996)

Sherman Alexie, “What You Pawn I Will Redeem” (2003)

Week 15 (April 21 & 23)

RESEARCH PROJECT DUE AT BEGINNING OF TUESDAY CLASS 

(Thesis and Annotated Bibliography Project --5 sources)  

Week 16 April 28 & 30)

Course Summary and review for final exam 


May 4-7 is Exam Week

   
Eng. 255 Final Exam will be __________________(tba)

