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Chaminade University of Honolulu

Spring Day


Jan 12– May 7, 2009

Online
COURSE:      


RE 469-90 01 Islam in Asia
INSTRUCTOR:  

Dr. Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel

OFFICE HOURS:   

Monday and Wednesday 4:00-5:30 p.m.

Appointments are welcome.

Henry Hall # 206

Telephone: 735-4822





Email psponsel@chaminade.edu

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:


Who Speaks for Islam?: What a Billion Muslims Really Think by John L. Esposito and Dalia Mogahed, 2007, New York, NY

Islam 101:Principles and Practice  by Arshad Khan, 2006, Khan Consulting and Publishing, San Jose, CA 
Islam in Asia: religion, politics, and society edited by John L. Esposito. New York: Oxford University Press, 1987.
Catalog Course Description:
Students will begin with a general survey of Islam from its origins to its contemporary global presence, with particular emphasis on Islamic communities in Asia. The course will focus on the Q’uran and places Islam within its various cultural, political, social, and religious contexts and examine its connections with Judeo-Christian theology and morals. The expectation is that such an integrative study of the doctrinal and devotional elements of Islam will enable students to see how Muslims think and live--engendering understanding and breaking down stereotypes.
COURSE ORIENTATION:


Students will explore the Islamic principles, beliefs and practices and the influence this religion has on how Muslims think and live.  From the reading and discussion students will also be able to understand the commonalities and differences between the three Abrahamic religions of Islam, Judaism and Christianity.  It is important to analyze the Islamic religion in its social, cultural and political contexts to appreciate and embrace this very significant religion in Asia.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:


Upon completion of this class, students should be able to

· Identify the essential teachings in the Koran.  

· Compare and contrast Islamic beliefs with Judaism and Christianity.

· Demonstrate their knowledge of Islam in the social, cultural and political contexts, especially in Asian countries.

· Articulate the ways to eliminate the prejudice and stereotyping against Muslims 

· Apply Marianist Characteristics of Education to the understanding of Islamic religion.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The student’s learning outcomes will be assessed according to their ability to

· Identify the essential principles, beliefs and practices of Muslims.

· Analyze the similarities and differences in the beliefs between Muslim, Jewish and Christian peoples.
· Critically evaluate the influence of Islamic teachings in social, cultural and political contexts of Asian countries.

· Analyze the causes and sources of discrimination against Muslims.
· Demonstrate an ability to apply the issues of peace and social justice evolved around the interaction of Muslims and people of other faiths to Marianist values and mission as presented in Chaminade Core Academic Beliefs.

Five Characteristics of Marianist Education 

· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate in family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and 

· Educate for adaptation and change.

Educate for formation in faith

Chaminade University has a commitment to develop in our students a whole person, which includes knowledge of academic disciplines and religious faiths.  In this class students learn to combine faith and reason by opening their mind to accept different viewpoints.  They also develop an open dialogue between different beliefs and cultural practices.   In this course, students will demonstrate the ability to integrate reasoning of moral values based on faith to action towards peace and social justice as exemplified in Islamic principles and beliefs.
Provide an integral quality education

The Marianist approach seeks to embrace diverse peoples and to understand diverse cultures, and as a result it forms a community and respects all individuals.  In this class, students will learn to analyze the differences and the similarities among these Abrahamic religions.  The goal of this class in a Marianist university is to help students to increase awareness of the multi-faith practices and cooperation around them.

Educate in family spirit

In Marianist universities, family spirit is a way of life in the educational community.  In this class, students will open their mind to learn about the different practices in serving God through their works of serving community as their own family members.  Class discussion offers students an opportunity to extend family spirit of caring for and supporting each member of the class by being responsible to do their part.
Educate for service, justice, and peace

The Marianist purpose is to promote education, which includes serving the community.  Students learn about the history of Islamic religion in social, cultural and political contexts of Asian countries.  Through this journey into an understanding of different faith, students will develop the empathy to eliminate the prejudice and build the will to serve global community.

This action will help promote justice and a more peaceful world.

Educate for adaptation and change

The Marianist university gives students the educational opportunity and tools to adapt to this rapidly changing world socially and technologically.  In this class, students will learn to understand that one person can make an impact on bringing change to society if you have a strong faith.   Adapting to new understanding of a different faith helps students to bring changes to their lives and to people around them.  
CLASS FORMAT:


This online class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience in cyberspace for the students and the instructor.  The format integrates group discussions online. Students are expected to actively participate in all online class activities. 
There are no formal lectures.  Students are expected to learn form extensive readings, posting chapter reviews, answering questions, and comments from other students and the instructor.  Following instructions closely will help with the teamwork format of this class. 

REQUIREMENTS:
1). CLASS  PARTICIPATION

In order to fully participate in this online class, please follow these instructions:

Students are required to read and practice this new online tool, “ecollege tutorial” 

Students must have the THREE required textbooks and must be able to log onto the class homepage on chaminade.ecollege.com by the end of week 1 to be in this class. If not, they are recommended to withdraw.

Students are required to closely follow the instructions posted on the course website.  You must log on the course homepage and post the weekly assignment exactly as instructed.  Students are responsible to keep up with the class discussion for each weekly assignment by posting the chapter review as well as comments and responses twice a week on the scheduled day as instructed.  The deadlines of each assignment are posted with the assignments.
Each student is expected to carefully read the assigned chapters in the textbook before posting their chapter review and comments.  Everyone must complete the posting of their chapter review before posting their answers to the chapter questions.  

Students are required to be open minded and courteous in class discussion and to use only standard written English.  Street slang and swear words are prohibited and credit will not be given to that assignment. 
The instructor will monitor students’ progress and give feedback on their work at least once a week.  However, in a normal situation, additional responses are usually provided as needed.  Course web site communication is strongly recommended as the first priority for any communication with the instructor and classmates.

Students must submit official documentation to support any request to extend the date due for any assignments.
2). BOOK CHAPTER REPORT:

The report should have five concise paragraphs stating:

1. a short summary of the chapter

2. the three main points of the chapter as stated by the author

3. your own insights into the chapter

4. your own personal view of applications to current social issues

5. one analytical question that requires discussion in depth without yes or no answers.

FORMAT OF BOOK CHAPTER REVIEW AND COMMENT GUIDELINE

1. Brief insightful summary of the chapter in your own writing style. (30-50 words)

2. What are the three most important main points that the author wants to convey? 

(30-50 words)

 

1.___________________

                  2.___________________

                  3.___________________

3. What are your responses to the author’s ideas on the subject discussed in the chapter? (30-50 words) 

4.      How do you apply these ideas to some current social situation? (30-50 words) 

5.
      Post one analytical question about the topics discussed in each chapter that you want the class to discuss further.  They can be related to your personal experience or to some current situation in society.   The questions should be thought provoking.  Try to use question words such as what, how, and why, and avoid questions that can be answered with “yes” or “no.”   Good questions should generate active participation from the class members. (10-20 words)

What______________________?

How_______________________?

Why_______________________?

3). RESEARCH PROJECT REPORT:

The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience.  Students may choose a research topic relating to Islam and Muslims in any social contexts that they have the most interest in knowing more about.


The research should clarify how you understand the life and beliefs of Muslims.  It should promote social ethics that may contribute to more peaceful and just communities locally and globally. The documentary research methodology may be supplemented with a survey and interviews.


The written report of the research should be within the range of 10-12 double-spaced typed pages.  It will be due in my office at Henry Hall 206 by 3 p.m. on May 1, 2009.  


Plagiarized work will lead to failure of the course.  Also, it will be reported to the university administration for a disciplinary action.

A guide to

DOCUMENTARY AND FIELD (SURVEY / INTERVIEW) RESEARCH PROJECT

AND REPORT PAPER

Step I

1. Select a topic that you want to know more about (Research  topic).
2. Ask yourself what it is in particular about this topic that you want to know (Formulate research questions).
3. List questions that you want to be answered (Research questions).

4. Find the publications or use an internet search engines to locate reliable information that helps clarify and gives you background for your research questions.  It may be research done on a similar topic (Review of literature).
5. Remember to use citations and quotations for any references you use in this part of documentary research.

6. On the last page of your report give the list of all of the works cited and any additional ones consulted.

Step II

7. Prepare a set of survey or interview questions that you will find people to answer.  The information gathered from this survey or interview should be able to answer your main research questions. The information collected here is your raw data.  It must be turned in with your research report.

8. Select who should be the group of people for your survey or interview (population sample).  The size of the samples must be at least 15 people.

9. Analyze and summarize the information you collected using theories to support your analysis.

10. Discuss how this information helps to answer your main research questions and may help you better understand the chosen topic.

11. In the bibliography give the complete citation for any references cited in the report.  Use a minimum of 10 sources.

12. Turn in with your report the list of survey/interview questions and all of the answers (raw data).

4). MID-TERM AND FINAL EXAMINATION
The midterm will be an online essay examination and the final will be a face to face examination in classroom.  The final examination will tentatively be on Saturday, May 2.  It will be confirmed after the room is assigned.
GRADING:


The grading will be based on

1.
Class participation based on weekly posting of chapter reviews, responses to questions, comments, and other requirements as posted by instructor        

      30 pts.










2.
Mid-term essay exam
online



  

      25 pts.


3.
Research report


            


      20 pts. 

4.
Final essay exam 






      25 pts.

90-100 =A, 80-89 =B, 70-79 =C, 60-69 =D, 59 AND BELOW =F
Grading Criteria:
Each student will be graded according to the following criteria:

· Follow the instruction for each assignment exactly as required

· Demonstrate the ability to understand the class materials through reading of the textbooks and recommended resources

· Posting assignments by the deadlines indicated in the calendar on the class website

· Follow the format for each assignment as instructed

· Ability to write clearly and succinctly within the limit of the number of words allowed for each assignment.

General Guidelines for grade “A” work:

· Knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussion, resources from research, and outside class activities.

· Ability to provide relevant examples to support viewpoints.

· Ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society. 

· Clarity and logical presentation.
· Posting all assignments by the due date.
· Demonstration of having an understanding of the subject matter objectively and from opposing viewpoints.

· Demonstration of achieving the objectives of this class with excellent scholarship. 

· Ability to analyze, critically review, and compare the issues cross-culturally.

· Fulfill requirements of the format of the paper.
· Ability to write and communicate concisely and politely with a positive attitude in all posting including messages to instructor.
· Ability to clearly apply Marianist Characteristics of Education in all assignments as required.

  STUDENT WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
If there is any student in this class with a documented disability who has need for special accommodations for test-taking, please feel free to discuss this with me.  To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact June Yasuhara at 735-4845.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to disability services in the counseling center prior to receiving accommodations for each semester. 
“TO LEARN IS TO CHANGE”

The Ingredients for Successful Learning:

Time management







Desire

Commitment








Discipline

Honesty








Devotion

Interest 








Dedication

Open mind








Determination

SCHEDULE

DATE

          



TOPIC / READING
Week 1 January 12



Self-Introduction/ Readiness Quiz
Week 2 January 20



Who Speaks for Islam?






Week 3 January 26


      
Who Speaks for Islam?
Week 4 February 2



Who Speaks for Islam?
Week 5 February 9


            Islam 101:Principles and Practice  
Week 6 February 17



Islam 101:Principles and Practice  
Week 7 February 23


Mid-term
Week 8 March 2



Islam 101:Principles and Practice  

Week 9 March
 9



Islam 101:Principles and Practice 

Week 10 March 16



Islam in Asia: religion, politics, and society  
Week 11 March 30



Islam in Asia: religion, politics, and society  
Week 12 April 6



Islam in Asia: religion, politics, and society  

Week 13 April
13



Islam in Asia: religion, politics, and society  

Week 14 April 20



Islam in Asia: religion, politics, and society  

Week 15 May 1
                        Research Paper Due in HH 206 by 3 pm
May 2 (Saturday)


Final Exam to be confirmed
The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustment to the course syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.  The information regarding changes will be posted on the class homepage.  It is in the interest of students to read all postings carefully.

Also, students are responsible to update the contact information given in the forms on the first day of classes.  






