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Early America
Course Description: A consideration of American history from 1492 to 1815, analyzing the formation and growth of European colonies in America, their break from the British Empire and the formation of the United States of America.


This course will explore the events precipitating the birth of the United States of America, and the ideals that provided the foundation for this new republic.  A host of concepts and incidents predicated its creation and determined its future.  European settlement of the continent spawned a host of issues between colonists and the native peoples. Following colonial establishments, a country was built, but only gradually. Once the country was created, a nation had to be formed.  This course will examine the principles underpinning this nation, the concept of an American national identity, and the basis for the features of its government.  Emphasis will be placed on how the Revolution shaped American political and social development, including the creation of a new government under the Constitution and the challenges facing the new nation and all of its people.

Through this study students should be able to: assess the impact of European settlement upon native populations; explain how the Seven Years’ War affected Britain’s American colonies; examine the colonists’ political and intellectual reasoning for opposition to British rule; develop a solid grasp of the sequence of events leading to outright rebellion and war; describe the conduct of war and explain American victory; account for the contradiction between slavery and “liberty;” explain the republican ideals underlying the new government; describe the origins of political parties; understand America’s early role within European affairs; assess America’s egalitarianism; explain the origins of the War of 1812 and its significance to the growth of the new republic.  

Methods of instruction will involve class discussion and lecture, augmented by occasional films and documentaries.  Class discussion will be based on weekly reading assignments.  Students are encouraged to come to class prepared and ready to discuss assigned readings. 

Required Text:



Bernard Bailyn. The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution. Belknap Harvard. 1992.
Course Requirements:


1. read and be prepared to discuss assigned chapters from course text and other assigned readings

2. attend each class session and participate in classroom discussion and in-class exercises


3. complete three short papers based on questions assigned by instructor 


4. complete a mid-term and final exam

Grading:






Final Course Grade:


Three short papers (15% each)

45%


90-100% = A


Midterm Exam



15%


80-89% = B


Final Exam



20%


70-79% = C


Attendance and participation

20%


60-69% = D










59% and below = F
Papers:  Students will write three short papers (4-5 pages each).  Each paper will provide an analysis of the pertinent events, themes and concepts from each segment of the course textbook.  The papers might also incorporate research and interpretation of primary sources.  I will provide questions from which students can choose their topic.  All sources, including the course textbook, must be given proper citation.  Each assignment is due by the date specified on the course outline.  


Each student’s paper should be a succinct digest reflecting mastery of the material and skillful writing.  By distilling salient material from the book, discussion and outside research, students will not only have prepared themselves better for topics covered in each exam, but will have developed a solid foundation in their knowledge of America’s early era.  

Exams:  There will be two exams.  Each exam will consist of a mixture of objective (multiple choice, for example) and subjective (essay) questions drawn from lecture/discussion and the textbook.  The final is not entirely cumulative; it mostly will cover material since the midterm though it will build on material from the beginning.

Attendance:  It is important to be present at each class session since a significant portion of your grade is based on participation and attendance.  Contributing to discussion and absorbing material in the classroom setting is an integral part of the university academic experience.  However, I am aware that certain unavoidable circumstances may prevent you from attending on occasion.  I will be as helpful as possible in dealing with such conflicts if you let me know ahead of time or as soon as possible after a missed session.  


Missing an exam:  Missing an exam is highly discouraged. However, if you miss the midterm exam due to an excusable absence, a make-up exam must be arranged.  It is imperative to let me know ahead of time if you will not be able to take the test on the designated date.  Missing an exam because of an inexcusable absence, or failure to notify me within a reasonable time frame (i.e., 24 hours) may result in a zero.  There are no make-ups for the final exam and missing this exam will result in a zero.
Academic honesty:  You are responsible for upholding honest academic practices.  Academic dishonesty might include receiving help or assisting --i.e., cheating--on an exam; revealing exam contents to other students; and plagiarism.  Any violation of academic honesty will be evaluated and penalty will be imposed accordingly. 


Plagiarism: In writing your papers, you must be particularly careful about plagiarism.  Plagiarism is either the deliberate or unintentional reproduction of words, phrases or ideas--whether you've paraphrased or copied verbatim--without proper citation or credit given.  If you want to use an author's exact words, put quotations around the segment and cite it. An idea that is not your own should also be cited.  Papers that contain segments copied verbatim from the text or have been plagiarized from another source---such as the internet or another book--will receive a zero, with no option for a re-write.  So please be careful about this and submit only your own, original writing.

Office Hours:  I will meet with students at a suitable time upon request.  Students may feel free to call me or e-mail me anytime to discuss questions about the course, assignments, or readings.  I check my email twice daily, and students can expect a response from me within 12 hours. I am happy to help as I can.
COURSE OUTLINE
 TC \l3 "
Part I: The Formation of American Society, 1600 – 1740 TC \l1 "
Week 1: January 16
Introduction

Week 2: January  23
European exploration; colonial establishments in North America






Reading: handouts

Week 3:  January 30
Clash of cultures; an emerging American identity; seeds of contention



Reading: handouts
Week 4:  February  6
Market economy and slavery



Reading: handouts
Week 5:  February  13
Social aspects of colonial life: family, slavery, politics and church



Reading: handouts

Part II: The Disintegration of the Established Order, 1740 - 1775 TC \l1 "
Week 6: February 20
Society in Crisis; The Great Awakening




Reading: handouts

   Short Paper #1 due



 TC \l2 "
Week 7:  February  27 
French and Indian War 


               
Reading: handouts
Week 8:  March 6

The road to revolution: origins of conflict with Britain   

  Reading:  Bailyn, ch. 1-5 and handouts
Week 9: March 13
             Midterm Exam: covering weeks 1-8, including readings
Part III: The Creation of a New Order: 1775 - 1820
Week 10: March  20
The Revolutionary War






Reading: handouts





   Short Paper # 2 due
Week 11: March  27

No Class: Spring Recess

Week 12: April 3

Changes wrought by revolution: how radical was it?

   Experiments in republicanism:  the Articles of Confederation and the                  

          US Constitution






Reading: Bailyn, ch. 6 and postscript
Week 13: April 10

No Class: Good Friday
Week 14: April 17

Creating a nation: the Early Republic; Jefferson vs. Hamilton






Reading: handouts

Week 15: April 24

An evolving America and the question of an American national identity






Reading: handouts

Week 16: May 1 

Economic and Social change






Reading: handouts






   Paper #3 due

Week 17: May 4-7 

Final Exam:  TBA
