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OFFICE HOURS:  By appointment
TIME AND LOCATION: Radford High School, Thursdays 1700-2100 1/15/09-3/26/09
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 
This course provides an overview of learning, behavioral disabilities, and personality characteristics of students diagnosed as cognitively challenged. Topics include issues experienced in the special education field, service delivery options, assessment, and intervention strategies.
PROGRAM

OUTCOMES:

 In this class the student:

1. (PRACTICE) demonstrates on-going commitment to the progress and well being of the learner, to the school and professional community, and to his/her own professional and intellectual development;

2. (THEORY) is able to differentiate between and critique major theories currently driving the field as important empirical, historical, philosophical, and conceptual studies;

3. (LEADERSHIP) applies reform-based practice characterized by caring, mutual respect, for diverse populations, collaboration and actively involving students in experiences that allow the construction of meaning and promotion of self responsibility

for learning;

4. (SCHOLARSHIP) demonstrates the ability to critique and analyze academic literature and research methodology; and

5. (COMMUNICATION) is able to compose academic prose for a variety of audiences including peers, professors, and the larger professional community.
6. Students will demonstrate the ability to use the relationship between student motivation and effective assessment practices in the classroom to build solid assessment practices. (HTSB 1, 5)
7. Students will develop different assessment options and demonstrate how to match the assessment options with the instructional activity. (HTSB 6, 7)
8. Students will develop effective, reliable and valid classroom assessments with clear learning targets that have been communicated to students. (HTSB 8)
9. Students will demonstrate how to use performance assessment and portfolio assessment to facilitate self-reflection and increase motivation. (HTSB 1, 8)

10. Students will demonstrate the ability to use various curriculum issues related to assessment and reflective teaching. (HTSB 7, 8)
11. Students will apply the use of educational journals, resource books and other professional materials relating to assessment and reflective teaching. (HTSB 9)
12. Students will apply their knowledge of assessment and reflective teaching to modify and adapt their instructional strategies to meet the needs of diverse learners. (HTSB 3, 7)

13.  Students will demonstrate appropriate communication skills with students, parents, and educational community. (HTSB 9, 10)
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

•
Students will demonstrate the ability to use the relationship between student 

motivation and effective assessment practices in the classroom to build solid assessment 

practices.

•
Students will develop different assessment options and demonstrate how to match the assessment options with the instructional activity.  

•
Students will develop effective, reliable and valid classroom assessments with clear learning targets that have been communicated to students. 

•
Students will demonstrate how to use performance assessment and portfolio 

assessment to facilitate self-reflection and increase motivation.

•
Students will demonstrate the ability to use various curriculum issues related to 

assessment and reflective teaching.

•
Students will apply the use of educational journals, resource books and other 

professional materials relating to assessment and reflective teaching.

•
Students will apply their knowledge of assessment and reflective teaching to modify and adapt their instructional strategies to meet the needs of diverse learners. 

•
Students will demonstrate appropriate communication skills with students, parents, and educational community. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Student Learning Outcomes (SLO)


	How will each outcome be achieved?

(e.g. assignments, reading, lecture,

fieldwork, etc.)



	Students will demonstrate how to solve

complex problems and made decisions

using principles of scientific inquiry.


	Personal assessments, participation


	Students will demonstrate application,

analysis, and evaluation of the core

concepts and emphasis area as outlined

in student learning outcomes 


	Project assessments

	Students will create a culminating project

grounded in principles of research and

theory.


	Culminating activity assessment


Basic Learning Experiences:  Students must effectively apply assessment methods in real-life opportunities as provided in the course reflective of in-class situations including:

1. Teacher to student assessment

2. Student to teacher assessment

3. Peer evaluations

4. Self Reflection

5. Administrator to teacher evaluation

REQUIRED TEXT:

Textbooks: Strategies for Teaching Learners with Special Needs, Edward Polloway, James Patton, Loretta Serna, 9th ed. ISBN-10: 0131791559
ASSIGNMENTS:
Participation: 5 points per class missing more than 1 class will result in a reduction of 1 grade. Missing 3 classes or more will result in a non-passing grade. (50 total points)
Discussion question: Given weekly, respond with at least 2 coherent paragraphs in response. (7 points each week), due by midnight Friday. (70 total points)
Peer review: Done in class: Respond to three other students’ responses to discussion questions in writing, (1point each, max. 3 points) These should be specific and actually have a point, not merely a “good job” comment, but must be professional. (30 total points)
Specific disability paper: Investigate a specific disability category, using both IDEA and State guidelines to define the disability. Develop a primary and two secondary adaptations that would be applicable for students with this disability. This must include a self-reflection of your approach to teaching mild and moderate disabilities.  (5 minimum citations) Due last day of class. 50 points

Specific Disability Presentation: Present your paper, with a form of handout to share (hardcopy or electronic format). Show how your strategies are applicable and should or better, do work with this disability. (50 points) This will be a peer review and the procedure will be discussed before actual grading. 

GRADING:


149-0 

F

175-150 
D

200- 176 
C

225-201 
B

250-226 
A

SCHEDULE (tentative):
Week 1- Syllabus, ASSIGNMENTS: Read chapters 1 and 2 

Week 2 – IDEA, ADA, other laws and legal issues in SPECIAL EDUCATION, ASSIGNMENTS: Read Chapter 3 and 4 

Week 3 – Curriculum Development and Classroom management ASSIGNMENTS: Read Chapter 5 
Week 4 – Speech disabilities ASSIGNMENTS: Read Chapter 6 and 7 
Week 5 – Reading strategies and issues ASSIGNMENTS: Read Chapter 8

Week 6 – Writing: When where and how? ASSIGNMENTS: Read Chapter 9
Week 7 – Mathematics, and all those problems ASSIGNMENTS: Read Chapter 10 
Week 8 – Science and social studies issues ASSIGNMENTS: Read Chapter 11
Week 9- The Arts and SPECIAL EDUCATION ,Study skills or the lack thereof ASSIGNMENTS: Read Chapter 12
Week 10 – ASSIGNMENTS: Disability paper and presentation due 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES:

Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, 

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The student and the instructor must discuss and sign the incomplete contract. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.
