MATH 102

INTRODUCTION TO ALGEBRA

MEETING DATES:
14 January – 18 March, 2009
MEETING TIMES:
Wednesdays, 5:30 PM
REQUIRED TEXT:
Beginning Algebra (eighth edition), Gustafson and Frisk

INSTRUCTOR:
Mrs. Janet Hume (833-0050); humej93@yahoo.com
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This introductory algebra course requires competency in the basic arithmetic operations of real numbers (add, subtract, multiply, and divide fractions, decimals, and positive and negative numbers.)  After a brief review of the real number system and its basic properties, the topics to be covered include: solving algebraic equations and inequalities; graphing linear equations and inequalities; solving systems of equations and inequalities; simplifying polynomial expressions; factoring polynomials; simplifying radical expressions; and solving quadratic equations.

ATTENDANCE:  Students are expected to attend all classes.  Understanding of topics in mathematics is often dependent on mastery of material that was presented previously.  Because of this, you are responsible for making up any missed material, including completion of textbook exercises.  If you anticipate missing more than one class, it will be difficult to accumulate enough points to earn a passing grade (see grading).
HOMEWORK:  There will be time in class each week to complete homework exercises.  However, BEFORE coming to class, you should read the chapter sections that will be covered that night and study the textbook examples for the topics to be presented.  Failure to do this could have a negative impact on your quiz grade for that week.

GRADING:  The grade in Math 102 is based on attendance, participation, class exercises, and quiz grades.  Perfect attendance will be worth a total of 10 points (1 point per class).  Participation will be worth a total of 30 points (3 points per class).  Participation includes being attentive in class, taking notes, asking and answering questions, and contributing to class discussions.  Completion of all assigned class exercises will be worth a total of 50 points (5 points per class).  Students who choose to complete only a portion of the class exercises will not receive the 5 points for that week.  Quizzes will be worth 60 points each.  There are no make-ups for missed quizzes.  The final grade is determined by total points accumulated, according to the following scale:

615-690 = A (outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative)

545-614 = B (superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner)

475-544 = C (average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter)

400-474 = D (inferior work of the lowest passing grade; inadequate for prerequisite coursework)

399or lower = F (failed to grasp even the minimum subject matter; no credit given)

ADDITIONAL NOTES:  Please do all work in pencil.

                                          Bring a calculator to each class session.

                                          Read text and study examples prior to each class session.



                  TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES AND PAGERS!
COURSE OUTLINE

JAN 14

Distribute syllabus; complete information sheet



Chapter sections 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 2.3


QUIZ #1
JAN 21

Chapter sections 4.1, 4.2, 4.4, 4.5



QUIZ #2

JAN 28

Chapter sections 4.6, 4.7, 4.8


QUIZ #3
FEB 4

Chapter sections 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.7


QUIZ #4
FEB 11

Chapter sections 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4


QUIZ #5
FEB 18

Chapter sections 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.5


QUIZ #6
FEB 25

Chapter sections 5.1, 5.2, 5.3


QUIZ #7
MAR 4

Chapter sections 5.4, 5.5, 5.6, 5.7


QUIZ #8
MAR 11
Chapter sections 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5


QUIZ #9

MAR 18
Chapter sections 9.1, 9.2, 9.3


QUIZ #10
