Contemporary World Order: HI/POL 419

Winter 2009

Instructor: Dr. Monique Mironesco

http://chaminade.ecollege.com
Phone: 638-5916 (home) 754-4145 (cel)

Email: mironesc@hawaii.edu
Office Hours: by appointment or send email
As the title would indicate, this class will examine global issues from a political perspective with a focus on the post Cold War world.  We will analyze some of the issues facing the world today, such as peace, war, and conflict, the ongoing “War on Terror,” human rights, ethnic and religious fundamentalism, poverty and development, globalization, and global environmental issues.  We will also focus on proposed solutions to some of these problems.  By focusing on the solutions, students will be able to engage the course content and make it relevant to their daily lives.
Some learning outcomes of this course are:

· Students should understand key concepts and tensions in global politics;

· Students should be able to think critically about and through these concepts;

· Students should be able to re-examine some of their assumptions about global politics;

· Students should develop empathy for, and open-mindedness about, viewpoints different and sometimes opposite to their own.

Some of the strategies used to obtain these outcomes are:

· Reaction journals used to facilitate inquiries into topics that are related to students’ personal lives;

· In-class discussions, presentations, projects; and papers;

· Facilitation of class discussions regarding critical analyses of the assigned readings;

· Two midterm papers, a group project, and a final paper discussed below.

Teaching-Learning Philosophy

In my experience, people learn better when they are actively engaged, rather than passively looking and listening.  Therefore, this class requires students to articulate their thoughts and critiques and develop their arguments both in writing and in discussion.  We will spend some class time discussing what makes for good writing.  It also seems to be best when everyone in the class is aware that they are both teaching and learning.  In keeping with both these ideas, the class is designed so that students have substantial input into the course content.  

Course requirements:

*Attendance and participation [Questions and Responses] (15%): Since this class is based on online discussion and scheduled student presentations, regular attendance on Ecollege, especially the discussion board, is absolutely critical to your success in this class and to the success of your fellow students.  If you don’t “attend,” you can’t participate and missing week after week of class is equivalent to missing entire chunks of the semester in an in-person class.  You are expected to contribute your thoughts, reactions, questions and responses online in the class. While your questions and responses aren’t graded individually, their overall quality throughout the course is taken into consideration in the tabulation of your final course grade.  The questions and responses are based on the readings.
*Journal entries (15%): These are your personal critical reactions to each week’s lectures found on the course website.  Please note that the lectures are not necessarily on the same topic as the readings.  The journals should be one (double-spaced) typed page.  These will be due once a week on Fridays by midnight.  Please email these to me via Ecollege dropbox either as a Word attachment or cut and paste the text into the body of the dropbox message.  The latter option is preferable.  There are 2 points possible for each journal.  You will receive two points if you incorporate the lecture topic with current events and/or your personal experiences in your analytical critique.  You will receive 1 point if you only discuss a current event OR only provide a synopsis of the lecture, or otherwise turn in lower quality work.  You will receive 0 points if you don’t turn the assignment in at all, or if it is too short or superficial to count as a full-fledged journal. Please do not post your journals to the discussion board.  Each week, I will pick the best student journal and post it as the “journal of the week.”  You will not get any extra points if your journal is picked.  You will just know that you have done a good job thinking critically through some of the material we are covering.  For those students whose journals are not picked, you can refer to the “journal of the week” for inspiration, or ideas on how to write and think critically in future assignments.  I always take the names off of the papers, so the entries are anonymous by the time they are posted to the ecollege discussion board.
Note: for the questions/responses and the journal assignments, you will be not only graded on quantity (ie: whether you actually turn the assignments in, but also on quality.) 
*One midterm paper (30%): The midterm will examine students’ assumptions about global political issues and the issues we have studied thus far.  Students will determine the exact topic of the paper with the instructor’s final approval. Students will post their choices of questions during the beginning of Week 4 (by Tuesday midnight).  Then, students will vote as to which question they would like to answer for the midterm paper (by Thursday midnight).  Please, let’s not have everyone vote for their own questions.  I will then post the chosen question at the end of Week 4 and you will have until the Sunday of Week 5 to return your paper to me.  There will be no journals due on the Sunday of Week 5.  The midterm questions will be posted and voted on in the midterm question discussion board. Please continue to post your regular questions and responses under the normal weekly discussion board.  (4-5 pages)
*One final cumulative essay exam (40%): Comprehensive final exam (40%): This exam will be an in-person comprehensive exam given at Chaminade University on ………… as well as on the various military bases.  This will be the culmination of your course experience.  If you are off-island, you can arrange for your exam to be proctored at your location.  Please contact Donna Yoshimura to make proctoring arrangements at dyoshi@chaminade.edu at least two weeks before the final date.

Note: because the only ways to improve writing are to write a lot, read a lot, and both give and receive a lot of feedback on writing, this class will focus heavily on these three activities.

Note:  It isn’t fair for some people to have more time to turn in assignments than others.   If your paper is late, there will be three points deducted from your grade EACH day that it is late.  It is very easy to go from an A to a B to a C very quickly.  Therefore, I strongly encourage you to turn your papers in on time.

Note:  Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. Taking credit for someone else’s work is a grave ethical offense. It is especially tempting to engage in this practice as busy/overworked students, but don’t.  After reading your short journals throughout the semester, I become quite proficient at discerning your writing from someone else’s.  If I do find that you are engaging in this practice, you will receive an “F” for that assignment and be placed on probation in my course, where I will keep a sharp eye on your further work.  Therefore, please cite your sources in an appropriate way, (see the citation for the required texts below as an example) and if you have any questions you can either ask me, refer to your library, or to any style manual you have available.

Required Readings:

Holbrook, Kate, Ann S. Kim, Brian Palmer, and Anna Portnoy, eds. 2006. Global Values 101: A Short Course. Boston: Beacon Press.
Suzuki, David, and Holly Dressel.  2003.  Good News for a Change: How Everyday People Are Helping the Planet. Vancouver, CA: Greystone Books.

Optional Reading: Available online at Amazon.com and other online bookstores
Hastedt, Glenn.  1994.  One World, Many Voices: Global Perspectives on Political Issues. New Jersey: Prentice Hall, College Division.
Course Schedule:  This schedule is not set in stone.  With class consensus, we may alter it to fit our needs.  *Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are due by midnight on the dates specified.* Each week’s bold titles refer to the reading topics.  The italicized titles refer to the lecture topics.  They are not necessarily the same. Also, the reading is not always in chapter order, so please be sure to look at the reading assignments carefully.
Week 1: Introductions and Overview (1 lecture)
Reading: Holbrook et al., Introduction and Chapters 1 and 4
Monday – 1/12 
Introductions

Wednesday – 1/14 

Questions due to Week 1 discussion board

Friday – 1/16
Responses due to Week 1 discussion board

Weekly journals due – email directly to instructor via ecollege dropbox
Week 2: Children’s issues (1 lecture)
Reading: Holbrook et al, Chapter 3 
Wednesday – 1/21
Questions due to Week 2 discussion board

Friday – 1/23
Responses due to Week 2 discussion board

Weekly journals due – email directly to instructor via ecollege dropbox
Week 3: Poverty in a Global Economy (1 lecture)
Reading: Holbrook et al, Chapter 5

Wednesday – 1/28
Questions due to Week 3 discussion board

Friday – 1/30
Responses due to Week 3 discussion board

Weekly journals due – email directly to instructor via ecollege dropbox

Week 4: Labor and Economy/International Trade Issues (2 lectures)
Reading: Holbrook et al, Chapter 6
PROPOSE MIDTERM PAPER TOPICS BY TUESDAY 2/3/2009 midnight 
Wednesday – 2/4 
Questions due to Week 4 discussion board

Vote on midterm paper topics in midterm paper topic conference by midnight on THURSDAY 2/5/2009
Friday – 2/6
Responses due to Week 4 discussion board

Weekly journals due – email directly to instructor via ecollege dropbox
Week 5: International Capital Flows (2 lectures)
Reading: Suzuki and Dressel, Introduction
Wednesday – 2/11
Questions due to Week 5 discussion board

Friday – 2/13
Responses due to Week 5 discussion board

NO JOURNAL THIS WEEK - MIDTERM PAPERS DUE

Week 6: Nationalism (1 lecture)
Reading: Suzuki and Dressel, Chapter 1

Wednesday – 2/18
Question due to Week 6 Discussion board by midnight

Friday – 2/20
Response due to Week 6 discussion board 

Weekly journals due – email directly to instructor via ecollege dropbox
Week 7: Human Rights (2 lectures)
Reading:  Suzuki and Dressel, Chapters 2 and 3

Wednesday – 2/25
Question due to Week 7 Discussion board by midnight

Friday – 2/27
Response due to Week 7 discussion board 

Weekly journals due – email directly to instructor via ecollege dropbox
Week 8: Women and Development (2 lectures)
Reading:  Suzuki and Dressel, Chapters 4 and 5
Wednesday – 3/4
Questions due to Week 8 Discussion board by midnight

Friday – 3/6
Response due to Week 8 Discussion board by midnight
Weekly journals due – email directly to instructor via ecollege dropbox

Week 9: Migration (1 lecture)
Reading: Suzuki and Dressel, Chapter 6 and 7

Wednesday – 3/11
Question due to Week 9 Discussion board by midnight

Friday – 3/13
Response due to Week 9 discussion board 

Weekly journals due – email directly to instructor via ecollege dropbox

Week 10: Environmental Issues (2 lectures)
Reading: Suzuki and Dressel, Chapters 8, 9 and Epilogue
Wednesday – 3/18
Question due to Week 10 Discussion board by midnight

Friday – 3/20
Response due to Week 10 discussion board 

No journals due this week – Good luck on the final exam
Saturday – 3/20
COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAM – At main campus, the final will be held on 3/20. Location TBA
If you plan to have your exam proctored at another location, please be sure to contact Donna Yoshimura at dyoshi@chaminade.edu to work out the details at least two weeks prior to the exam date. 
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