                                  C H A M I N A D E    U N I V E R S I T Y    S Y L L A B U S

COURSE TITLE and NUMBER:  CJA 780: Criminal Evidence. 
TERM/ CLASS/ ROOM: 2009 Winter Master’s Term. 
INSTRUCTOR:   Collin K. C. Lau, J. D.
PHONE:   735‑4882.
E-MAIL:  clau@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS: Before or after class or by appointment.

BIOGRAPHY:    Mr. Lau is a full-time lecturer in the Criminology and Criminal Justice department at Chaminade University.  He received a Bachelor of Education degree from the University of Hawaii and a Juris Doctorate from the Richardson School of Law.  Mr. Lau has worked as a law clerk for the Hawaii Supreme Court, a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, and a Deputy Corporation Counsel and in the private practice of law. Mr. Lau also worked two terms as an Independent Counsel to the Oahu Grand Jury.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   Concepts of criminal evidence rules as they pertain to kinds and degrees of evidence and procedure for admitting or excluding evidence, witnesses and privileged communications, the hearsay rule and its exceptions, and judicial notice, burdens of proof and presumptions. Emphasis is placed on the rules of evidence that govern the admission of justice process. 

COURSE OBJECTIVE:    Upon completion of the course, the student will:
· demonstrate an understanding about the various evidentiary issues involved in American jurisprudence,
· demonstrate an understanding about the Federal Rules of Evidence,
· demonstrate an understanding  the legal foundations necessary to introduce various types of evidence,
· demonstrate an understanding about the historical development of the litigation process,
· demonstrate an ability to apply the rules of evidence to case scenarios,
· demonstrate an understanding about different types and questioning techniques of witnesses,
· demonstrate an understanding about the relationship between trial strategy and evidence;
· demonstrate an understanding and ability about the introduction of evidence.

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES.  This class seeks to fulfill the following learning outcomes of the MSCJA program at Chaminade University. 
1.  Practical knowledge regarding the inherent complexities and day-to-day operations of the 
     American criminal justice system.
2.  A comprehensive, integrated model of criminal justice administration theory and practice, 
     stressing conceptual, methodological and contextual knowledge development and application.
3.  Learning how to maintain efficient criminal justice standards without infringing on the basic 
     rights guaranteed to each individual by both state and federal constitutions and laws. 
4.  Preparing for careers in the administration of criminal justice. 

TEXTBOOK:        Britz, Marjie T.,  Criminal  Evidence, (2008).
                   
RECOMMENDED SUPPLEMENT: Any legal dictionary.   You can obtain one from any large bookstore or from an online supplier.  As an alternative, you may download a basic law dictionary (about 50 pages) from the website  “jurist.law.pitt.edu” or access searchable law dictionaries at websites like: “Findlaw, Nolo.com or Lectlaw.com”.  See also supplemental reading list attached.
GENERAL CHAMINADE MATTERS:  Marianist Educational Values. The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:  
1. Educate for Formation in Faith. 
1. Provide an Excellent Education. 
1. Educate in Family Spirit. 
1. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace. 
1. Educate for Adaptation to Change. 

Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.

ACADEMIC HONESTY: All students are required to adhere to all academic policies of Chaminade University.

ATTENDANCE and PARTICIPATION: Class attendance and participation is an expected and essential requirement of the course. A student's absence from or late arrivals to a session will negatively  impact the student's grade.  In this class, there will some in-class activities that are critical to the learning process. Missing a discussion session will have negative impact on a student’s grade.  The decision to allow any make‑up assignment under these circumstances rests with the instructor and will be made on a case‑by‑case basis.  Note: Missing two classes (any reason) disqualifies the student from earning an “A’ grade.

CLASSROOM DECORUM: Simple rules. No cell phone use or text-messaging during class time. If your cell phone vibrates, you are expected not to answer it unless it is genuine emergency. If a laptop computer is opened, it must be directly involved in our class work. No disruptive talking during class. No work on other courses or matters during our class time. Civility and respect is important and expected in class at all times.

READING and CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:  All reading and class assignments must be completed prior to the next week’s session or the student will not be meeting course requirements. If a student misses a class session, they are still expected to submit by email the assignment on the scheduled due date. Late submission of assignments will be graded at 50% of the earned score.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: All formal (research paper) writing assignments must be in A.P.A. format. Weekly assignments need not be in the A.P.A. format.

COURSE EVALUATIONS:  Final grades are based on the following factors:

                         MIDTERM EXAMINATION…………………….100 Possible Points.
           	           CLASS ASSIGNMENTS.........................................200 Possible Points
	           TERM PAPER......................................................... 50  Possible Points
                         FINAL EXAM..........................................................150 Possible Points
  
GRADING:         A =  90% of the possible 500 total points (450+).
                              B =  80% of the possible 500 total points (400+).
                              C =  70% of the possible 500 total points (350+).
                              F =   Less than 70% of the possible points (<350).
                              FA = failure due to excessive un-excused absences
                                   (2 or more under accelerated schedule).
           
End of syllabus.
CJA 780 SUPPLEMENTAL READING LIST.

Bailey, F. Lee, The Defense Never Rests (1971). (Trial stories of the famed criminal defense attorney).

Black, Roy, Black’s Law (1999). (Autobiography of skilled trial attorney discussing some of his most famous cases).

Buckles, Thomas, The Laws of Evidence (2003). (Textbook discussing laws of evidence).

Dershowitz, Alan, Reasonable Doubts (1996). (Famed professor’s insider look at O. J. Simpson murder trial and the operations of the American criminal justice system). 

Fisher,  Jim, The Lindbergh Case (1987). (Arguably best discussion of the infamous Lindbergh baby case).

Goode, Steven and Wellborn, Olin Guy, Courtroom Evidence Handbook (2002) (Discussion of the Federal Rules of Evidence and illustrative cases). 

Grant, Robert and Katz, Joseph,  The Great Trials of the Twenties (1998). (Book describes some of the historic trials in American courtrooms of the 1920s).

Lee, Henry, Palmbach, Timothy and Miller, Marilyn T., Henry Lee’s Crime Scene Handbook (2001). (Famed criminalist’s textbook dealing with the handling of crime scenes).

Mauet, Thomas, Fundamentals of Trial Techniques (6th edition 2002). (The “Bible” of trial techniques manuals).

Myers Howard, Pudlow, Jan, The Trial: A Procedural Description and Case Study (1991). (Insightful and detailed review of a murder case from Florida).

Posner, Gerald, Case Closed (1993) (Detailed book about JFK assassination that concludes that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone).

Scheck, Barry, Neufeld, Peter and Dwyer, Jim, Actual Innocence (2003), (Description and case descriptions from the Innocence Project).

Stuart, Gary L., Miranda, The Story of America’s Right to Remain Silent (2004). (Historic treatment of the Arizona vs. Miranda case).
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