PH/SO 305 of Religion

Spring 2009

Prof/Bro Jim Christiana, Ph.D; SM

I Course Description

Going beyond examining the validity of the proofs

for the existence of God, the course studies religion

as providing continuity between mythological ways

of experiencing the world and its later rational

investigations. As a source of powerful passions

responsible for many of the moving forces of history,

religion is an unavoidable subject for our study and

reflection. The course especially studies the

possibility of a Christian life in modern times. Fulfills

interdisciplinary course requirement. Cross-listed as

RE/SO 305. Offered annually. Prerequisites: PH 100

or SO 200 or consent of instructor

II Course meets H202 TuTh 11:00- 12:20

III How to reach instructor:

Email is better than telephone, especially from your Chaminade.edu address

(808) 781-1491; Jchristi@chaminade.edu
IV Learning Outcomes:

--describe the different perspectives taken toward religion found in sociology, anthropology and psychology

--what are the traditional proofs of the existence of God and their critiques?

--what things are considered sacred in the traditional and in the modern world?

--what are some of the historical and modern relationships between science and religion?

--what are some of the ways a Christian leads an ethical lifestyle in the modern world?

REQUIRED TEXTS:
There are two texts required for this course: Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion; and Charles Kimball, When Religion Becomes Evil.

There are several articles also assigned as well. The first article, by Geertz, will have to be read several times; don’t be discouraged. It represents the standard definition of the meaning of religion among most scholars today. I would Xerox it ASAP.

COURSE GRADING:

GRADING POLICY:

Grades

Letter grades are given in all courses except those taken on a credit/no credit basis. Grades are calculated

from the student's daily work, class participation, quizzes, tests, term papers, reports, and the final

examination. They are interpreted as follows:

A Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.

D Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course

work.

F Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

P Satisfactory completion of course.

W Withdrawal before published deadline.

I * At the discretion of the faculty member, a grade of "I" may be assigned to a student who has

successfully completed [i.e., with at least a passing grade] a majority of the work of the course

and who has an unavoidable and compelling reason why the remainder of the work cannot be

completed on schedule.

IP In Progress; primarily used for thesis completion.

AU Audit.

CR/NC** Credit/No Credit.

Course Grading: Students will take approximately five essay exams throughout the semester; this includes a non-cumulative final. It is expected that students be present on the day of exams. Students must take all exams to pass the course. Students must come to office to discuss with the professor why the student is entitles to take a makeup. For all exams, students are permitted to bring in several sheets of notes which summarize their notes from lecture and their reading. If a student is granted a right to take a make up, they should know that said exam takes place during regular class time; is more difficult than the original exam; and no notes may be brought into the exam.

Attendance is especially importance to this class. Students are permitted only three unexcused absences. Students who accumulate more than three unexcused absences will have their course grade lowered in a manner which is completely open to the discretion of the instructor.
MARIANIST CORE (educational) NORMS:

A lecture will be given on these central core values:  --formation of faith; excellent in education  --family spirit  --service, justice, and peace, adaptation to change

Tentative Course Outline
WEEKS



TOPICS

I—VII
Relationship of the social sciences and religion; basic models of religion; religious evolution and religious growth; religion in traditional and modern societies

I and II
READ: Geertz, Religion as a Cultural System (library reserve)


Kimball, chapters one and two

III and IV
Kimball, chapters four and five

V and VI
Kimball, chapters six and seven

VII—XVI
Religion, Science, Verification, Word Games


Wittgenstein and NOMA


Religious Language and Existentionalism


Bultmann and Symbolism
VII and VIII    Dawkins, chapters two and three

IX and X


Dawkins, chapters four and five

XI and XII

Dawkins, chapters six and seven

XIII and XIV

Dawkins, chapter eight

XV



Dawkins, chapter nine 
PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

Attendance will be taken on a regular basis throughout the semester. Students who accumulate more than three (unexcused) absences will have their course grade lowered significantly (to an extent which is completely up to the discretion of the instructor.) Students who are registered for the course but are not present on the first day of class will be marked absent for that day and on all days before they put in an appearance, unless they can present a compelling reason for their late arrival. The instructor shall determine, on an individual basis, what constitutes a compelling and acceptable reason.
Students must take all of the exams in order to pass the course.

Students are responsible for all class materials and announcements made even if they are absent. It is the student’s responsible to contact other members of the class to see what they have missed.

Cheating:  If any student is caught cheating, or in any act of plagiarism, the student will fail the course. If any student signs in the name of another student on the attendance sheet, the student will be invited to withdraw from the course immediately or fail the course.

Students with Disabilities: Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. Don Kopf, 735-4845 or Dr. June Yasuhara, 739-4603, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Taping/Recording: The instructor does not permit taping or otherwise recording of lectures or class materials. Exceptions may be made on an individual basis, especially for students with documented disabilities.

Finals:  The Universe has a master schedule for all final exams. These exams take place during final exam week. It is expected that students be present for the finals. Stories of early departure dates by the students are not accepted. Students will be able to take early finals only under the most urgent of situations. These exams will cover class material not yet reviewed when the early final is given.

Mutual Respect In the Classroom

Respect Yourselves:

*Personal inventory of your gifts and growth issues

*Thou shall not fall down and worship false idols and screens

Respect Your Peers:

*Listening is neither a sin nor a crime

*Zipping up early is rude

*Using one another is immoral

*borrowing and Xeroxing of notes: Beware

The Class Environment:

*Punctuality is not a vice and is much appreciated

*We are not on a picnic or a joy rise; be entertained elsewhere

*Please turn off and remove from public view all cell phones, entertainment devices, and all that is not part of the learning process. If students use lap tops during class time they will need to meet with the instructor and explain this need. Personal use of laptops for surfing the net is not to be tolerated during the class time. This is something you do on your own time.

*No entertainment; no food

My Respect for You:

*I owe you my punctuality and a whole lot more:

*Not to keep you overtime

*To be organized and not waste your time in our class

*Timely feedback on your work and thoughts

Additional Comments:

*There is a time for lecture, a time for questions, a time for discussion

*Class handouts and the responsibility that is yours

*The single most annoying of questions: don’t ask it

The National Culture:

*Cheating and Downloading

