Chaminade University: Marriage and the Family; SO 311-01-2– Course Syllabus


COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Title:
	SO 311-01-2 Marriage and the Family

	Course Schedule:
	January 12, 2009 thru March 25, 2009

	Course Location/Day/Time:

Winter Evening Interim:  Holy Family Learning Center

Days: Instructor arranged
Time:  5:30 to 9:40 PM

Dates:  January 12, 26; February 3, 10, 17, 24; March 3, 10, 17, and 24. 
	This is an undergraduate course in Sociology.  It is a study of marriage and the family as basic institutions in American society. The course emphasis is on the theory and research of marriage and family with consideration given to social change and interpersonal relationships.  It will provide a broad contemporary overview of society, with respect to the marriage and family experience.  This course encourages a deeper reflection of prevalent social and cultural issues of marriage as an institution, and the experience of the family and intimate relationships occurring in a rapidly changing society. According to Bryan Strong, et al (2008), our families shape who we are and who we become, provide us with our most intimate and loving relationships, and need to be valued and supported. As a society, we become aware that families shape our social and cultural identity, and provide us with the intimacy, affection, and loving relationships needed to create our immediate systems of support. This course emphasizes the dynamic nature of families, and the emergence of social systems, critical to providing the social controls needed to sustain our society into the 21st Century.
An important objective of this course is to identify and discuss relevant contemporary issues and theories associated with the following social conditions:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of: 1) social and individual dynamics; 2) the relationship between the self and the group; and 3) how societal and social structural factors influence individual behavior and the development of the self.

This is a hybrid course. Students are expected to link on the chaminade.ecollege to access the online course materials through the World Wide Web. This class will rely principally on, readings from the text book, Powerpoint presentations, instructor lecture notes, video links, and Internet web sites. Class assignments and requirements will come primarily through essays, research papers, class presentations, and discussion questions.  

	Required Course Materials:
	· The Marriage and Family Experience, Intimate Relationships in a Changing Society, 10th Edition; Bryan Strong, Christine DeVault, and Theodore F. Cohen. Thomson Wadsworth, 2008. 


	Supplemental Readings:
	· See instructor’s ecollege Web site.

	Faculty member's Name:
	Timothy Wong

	Telephone:
	Cell Phone:  221-8165

	E-mail Address:
	timothyw@hawaii.edu

	Alternative E-mail Address:
	Wongt044@hawaii.rr.com

	Availability:
	I am available to meet with any student to answer any questions or offer course assistance.  Please contact me by email or phone.


Welcome!

Dear Class, welcome to SO 311-01.  I hope this course will be a rewarding learning experience for all of you.  I hope to create a rich learning atmosphere that will address your academic and career development needs, specific to the field of sociology. 

Faculty member Bio:

Dr. Wong received a Ph.D in Urban Studies and Community Sociology at the University of Hawaii.  He has twenty-one years of professional experience in counseling, social work, community planning, and evaluation research.  Dr. Wong is presently employed as a Criminal Justice Researcher with the Department of the Attorney General, State of Hawaii.

Course Objectives:

Upon successful completion of SO 311-01, the student will:

· Think critically and analyze the theoretical perspectives on Marriage and Family
· Have a working knowledge of major theoretical perspectives in sociology

· Conduct sociological research

· Understand the social structures operating within the United States that have resulted in the social institution of families and the family life cycle issues
· Demonstrate an understanding of cultural distinctions on romance, courtship, and marriage in America.
· Explain, sociologically, major social forces that have created social problems and issues that pertain to intimate partner relationships, separation and divorce, and family violence.
Policies and Procedures:

· Chaminade University requires an adherence to the Student Conduct Code outlined in the 2005-2006 Student Handbook:

· Disruptive behavior within the classroom setting includes speech or action that is disrespectful, offensive and/or threatening; learning task interferences that disturb other students; impeding the delivery of college services; and any negative impact on the learning environment. 

· Lethal weapons are forbidden in the classroom setting.

· Illicit Drugs and Alcohol are not permitted in the classroom setting or institutional grounds. 

· Sexual harassment is not condoned at the University.  It is the policy of Chaminade University to provide a safe and comfortable learning environment for all students and faculty.  Sexual harassment is a form of discrimination, intimidation, and disrespect, which breaches the trust between student and faculty and will not be tolerated by this institution.  

· You have the right to appeal any grade awarded during the course of your academic work.  There is an appeal process in the Academic Grievance section of the Student Handbook.

Attendance and Participation:

Students are expected to turn in weekly discussion questions assigned after each class session. The discussion questions will be posted via ecollege 5 days prior to the scheduled class. The completed discussion questions, turned in by the student will count as attendance and participation credit for that week. Students will submit their completed discussion questions no later than one day (24 hours) after the scheduled posting date. An absence will be given if the student fails to turn in their completed discussion question. 
Late assignments:

Late assignments are highly discouraged unless the student has a well-documented emergency.  Your assignment grade may be lowered, depending on the length of time passed from the assignment due date. 

Academic Honesty:

Academic honesty is highly valued at this College.  Students must always submit work that represents their original words or ideas.  If any words or ideas used in a class posting or assignment submission does not represent the student’s original words or ideas, the student will be appropriately penalized due to dishonest work.  All relevant sources must be cited along with the extent to which such sources were used.  Words or ideas that require citation include, but are not limited to, all hard copy or electronic publications, copyrighted or not, and all verbal or visual communication when the content of such communication clearly originates from an identifiable source.  Academic dishonesty, cheating and plagiarism will not be condoned by the University and is a violation of the Student Conduct Code, and may result in expulsion from the University. Cheating represents unauthorized help during examinations, obtaining unauthorized information about an examination, and inappropriate use of information sources during an examination.  Plagiarism includes submitting any document to satisfy an academic requirement that has been copied in whole or part from another individual’s work without identifying or giving credit to that individual.  Plagiarism also includes a submission of written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining authorization from the instructors involved. 

Criteria for Grading:

	ASSIGNMENTS
	Points

	DQs  Due (Jan 26; Feb 3, 10, 17, 24; March 3, 10, 17)
	40

	Research Paper 1 Due  (Feb 3, 2009)
	20

	Research Paper 2 Due (Feb 24, 2009)
	20

	Powerpoint Presentation (March 24, 2009) 
	20

	Total
	100


Point/Grade Conversion:

	100-95
	A
	 
	76-74
	C

	94-90
	A-
	 
	73-70
	C-

	89-87
	B+
	 
	69-67
	D+

	86-84
	B
	 
	66-64
	D

	83-80
	B-
	 
	63-60
	D-

	79-77
	C+
	 
	59 or <
	F


Lecture Dates





Reading Schedule

Session 1 (Jan 12)







1. The Meaning of Marriage and the Family                    Ch. 1  (pp 4 - 28)
2.  Studying Marriages and Families 


  Ch. 2  (pp 32 - 65)
Session 2 (Jan 26)







1. Gender and Family 




  Ch. 4   (pp 116 - 145)
2. Understanding Sex and Sexualities


  Ch. 6   (pp 190 - 231)
3. DQs due
Session 3 (Feb 3)
1. Friendship, Love, and Intimacy                                   Ch. 5    (pp 151 - 184)
2. Love and Intimacy, the Prelude to Marriage               Ch. 8    (pp 280 - 317)
3. Research Paper 1 due

4. DQs due
Session 4 (Feb 10)

1. Historical Transformations in Family Life                    Ch. 3   (pp 70 - 111)
2. Marriages in Society and the Individual Perspective  Ch. 9    (pp 323 - 357)
3. DQs due
Week 5 (Feb 17)
1. Communication, Power, and Conflict                          Ch. 7    (pp 237 - 274)
2. Research Pap due

3. DQs due
Week 6 (Feb 24)


1. Coming Apart: Separation and Divorce                      Ch. 14   (pp 492 - 520)
2. DQs due

3. Research Paper 2 due

Week 7 (March 3)
1. Intimate Violence and Sexual Abuse                          Ch. 13    (pp 457 - 484)
2. DQs due
Week 8 (March 10)

1. Choosing Whether and How to Have Children           Ch. 10    (pp 362 - 384)

2. Marriage, Work, and Economics                                 Ch. 12    (pp 423 - 452)
3. DQs due
Week 9 (March 17)
1. Roles and Relationships of Parents and Children       Ch. 11    (pp 389 - 416)

2.  New Beginnings: Single-Parent/Blended Families     Ch. 15     (pp 527 - 546)
3. DQs due
Week 10 (March 24)

1. In class Powerpoint Presentation due
Research Literature Reading List:

See e.college Web Site.
Wide World Web Sites:
See e.college Web Site.
You Tube List:
See e.college Web Site.
Research Paper 1:  I will handout your research project assignment on January 12 at our first meeting. You will choose the particular research topic available.  This is a 5-page, typed, and double spaced paper. Please use APA format and site your research, accompanied by a reference/bibliography page.  Your research presentation will be worth 20 points or 20 percent of your total grade. This paper will be due on Feb 3, 2009.
Research Paper 2: I will handout your research project assignment on January 12 at our first meeting. You will choose the particular research topic available.  This is a 5-page, typed, and double spaced paper. Please use APA format and site your research, accompanied by a reference/bibliography page.  Your research presentation will be worth 20 points or 20 percent of your total grade. This paper will be due on Feb 24, 2009.
Powerpoint Presentation: I will handout your Powerpoint presentation assignment on January 12 at our first meeting. Please be ready to present your research on the last day of class, March 24th.  You will orally present your research, which should be a 2 0 – 30 minute presentation, including questions and answers at the end.  Your Powerpoint presentation will be worth 20 points or 20 percent of your total grade.


Timothy Wong
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