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Course Description:


This course includes philosophy and rationale for the teaching of Language arts to young children. Focus on the developing language skills with young children. These include how to develop a language rich environment at the early childhood level. Topics include oral language, pre- reading activities, and writing activities. 

Course Objectives: 

1. Increase understanding of Language Arts Curriculum.

2. Gain greater understanding of the development nature of language arts acquisition.

3. Increase awareness and understanding of language arts observation and assessment.

4. Acquire a range of teaching strategies to create and implement a quality language arts environment and curriculum.

5. Reflect on experience and knowledge of their ECE experiences.
Course Text:

Early Childhood Language Arts 3rd ed. 2003, by M. Jalongo

Much More Than ABC’s: the Early Stages of Reading and Writing 1999, by J. Schickedanz

Learning to Read and Write : Developmentally Appropriate Practices for Young Children 2000, by 

S. Neuman, C. Copple, & S. Bredekamp
Attendance:

Attendance and participation is strongly encouraged. Students must attend 80% of the course in order to pass. Special arrangements must be made directly with the instructor if more than 80% of the course will be missed. A student with two absences will receive no higher than a B grade. 

Grading:

Unless otherwise stated at the time of the assignment, assignments are due when noted in the syllabus. Late assignments will be accepted one week after the original due date with 50% of the points being deducted from the grade. Students’ grades will be based on the content and clarity of assignments and understanding of the course matter.

100-90 = A   
89-80 = B     79-70 = C     69-60 = D
       59-0 = F

Academic Requirements:
A. Participation - Students will be evaluated on their participation in class by contributing to weekly discussions assignments. 

B. Reading Assignments-Students must be prepared to discuss weekly readings with me.

C. Classroom Observations – 
1.Students will collect drawing/ writing/ spelling samples from a child aged 2 to 8 years of age. They will discuss the gathered work with the child, what they mean, what story they tell about the drawings. Use plain white paper, no worksheets or pre-made dittos. You will share these drawings and your follow up assessment. Turn in the drawings anonymously. Write only the child’s age in months and note the stage of development in drawing / writing on the back of each artifact.
2. Work with a child in kindergarten or Grade 1 culminating in a 3-5 page report. You will observe and interact with a child. You will administer a Phonological Awareness Literacy screening: obtain a sample of writing, oral language sample, and story retelling. Do not use the child’s real name in your reports.   

D.  Language Arts Integrated Curriculum:
Set up a superior language arts and literacy environment for the early childhood classroom. Be sure to include the following. 

1. A map of your classroom with specific areas set aside for literacy learning.

2. Give examples of materials you will make available to enhance literacy skills. For example, specific books, toys, art materials, types of dramatic play materials, blocks, puppets, mailboxes. 

3. Outline the library area, with furniture and special touches to make it attractive and inviting.

4. A daily schedule including times during the day you will focus on literacy activities, (small group activities, large group time, independent choice reading.)

E. Weekly Assignments- Students will use self-reflection, observations, and other skills to complete ten weekly assignments. Guidelines of these assignments will be discussed when assigned.
F. Journal Article Review- Students should reflect on an article published relating to children’s literacy and language development. Prepare a written reflection and explain your article selection. 

G. Power Point Presentation- Students will develop a Power Point presentation to show to parents on an open house night explaining how their children acquire literacy skills and develop language knowledge in the classroom. Students will incorporate what they have learned in their classroom observations and literacy curriculum into their presentation. Presentations should be 8-10 slides.  
H. Portfolio- Students will compile a folder of all their work for this course to be submitted and shared on the last day of class. 
Evaluation:

Participation (2 pts. per week)

20


Classroom Observation (10 pts. each)
20

Language Arts Integrated Curriculum
20


Weekly Assignments (2 pts. each)

20

Journal
 Article Review


5

Power Point Presentation


15
Total





100 points

Coursework Deadlines:

Oct. 6 Weekly Assignment #1 (in class writing: Describe the acquisition of reading process)
Oct. 13Weekly Assignment #2 What is language development? Family Literacy
Oct  20Weekly Assignment #3 Describe effective listening


Classroom Observation 1..(see academic requirements)
Oct 27 Weekly Assignment #4 Describe effective speaking


Journal Article Review

Nov. 3 Weekly Assignment #5 Emergent Literacy

Nov. 10 Weekly Assignment #6 Promoting Independent Reading


Nov. 17 Weekly Assignment #7 Teaching Reading and Writing


Classroom Observation 2 
Nov. 24 No class Thanksgiving

Weekly Assignment #8 Technology and Literacy in the Early Childhood Classroom

Dec. 1 Weekly Assignment #9 Designing and Managing an Effective Program


Language Arts Integrated Curriculum
Dec. 8  Weekly Assignment #10 Assessment

Power Point Presentation
Reading Assignments:

Oct. 6 Jalongo Ch. 1, 2, and 3

Oct. 13 Jalongo Ch.4

Schickendanz Ch. 1 and 2


Oct. 20 Jalongo Ch.5 and 6
Oct 27 Jalongo Ch.7


Bredekamp Section 1
Nov. 3 Jalongo Ch.8 and 9

Schickedanz Ch 3 and 4

Nov. 10 Jalongo Ch.10



Bredekamp Section 2 and 3

Nov. 17 Jalongo Ch.11

Schickendanz Ch. 5 and 6

Nov. 24 No class Thanksgiving

Dec. 1 Jalongo Ch. 12 and 13
Dec. 8  Weekly Assignment #10 Assessment Power Point Presentation
University Policy:

Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

University Policy contd.:

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, claiming work not done by the student, or lying) where a faculty member observes or discovers the dishonesty, the faculty members may choose to confront the student and handle the matter between the faculty member and the student, or the faculty member may choose to refer the incident to the Chair or Graduate Program Director. (If the Chair or the Director is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Associate Provost; if the Associate Provost is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Executive Vice President and Provost.) If the faculty member chooses to 
confront the situation and it is not satisfactorily resolved between the faculty member and the student, the matter may then be referred or appealed to the Chair or Director.

In either case, the Chair or Graduate Program Director may choose to 1) resolve the matter through a meeting with both the student and the faculty member, or 2) refer the matter to the Executive Vice President and Provost. The findings, in either case, are final.”  (Taken from Chaminade University General Catalog, p. 48.)

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including Classroom deportment, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.

