	Course Syllabus

	Course Title and Description
	RE 664 Applied Moral Theology (2 credits)
Fall Masters 2008
 
Description: Students will explore the basics of Catholic Moral Theology and Catholic Social Thought, community and the common good. Emphasis will be on clarifying Catholic Moral Theology, its historical development in relation to emerging theological stances in the Christian tradition and the development of the Catholic Social Tradition

	 
	


	Required Texts and readings
	Required Texts:
RE 664:
· Reason Informed by Faith: Foundations of Catholic Morality 
· by Richard M. Gula, S.S. (New York: Paulist Press, 1989)
 

 We will read a series of social encyclicals and commentaries. The commentaries listed below will be posted to this site so you can access them online. 
· Leo XIII, Rerum Novarum 

· http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Leo13/l13rerum.html 

· Commentary on Rerum novarum (The Condition of Labor), by Thomas A. Shannon. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 127-150.  

 
· John XXIII, MATER ET MAGISTRA 

· http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_15051961_mater_en.html 

· “Commentary on Mater et magistra (Christianity and Social Progress)” by Marvin L. Mich. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 191-216. 

 

· John XXIII, PACEM IN TERRIS 

· http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html 

· “Commentary on Pacem in terries (Peace on Earth)” by Drew Christiansen, S.J. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 217 -243. 

 

 

· Vatican II, PASTORAL CONSTITUTION ON THE CHURCH IN THE MODERN WORLD (Gaudium Et Spes) 

· http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_cons_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html 

· “Commentary on Gaudium et spes (Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World),” by David Hollenbach, S.J. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 266-291.

 

· Vatican II, DECLARATION ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM (Dignitatis Humanae) 

· http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html 

· “Commentary on Dignitatis humanae (Declaration on Religious Freedom),” by Leslie Griffin. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 244-265.

 

· World Synod of Bishops 1971, Justice in the World 

· http://www.osjspm.org/cst/jw.htm 

· “Commentary on Justitia in mundo (Justice in the World),” by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 333-362. 

 

· John Paul II, On Social Concern (Sollicitudo Rei Socialis) 

· http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis_en.html 

· “Commentary on Sollicitudo rei socialis (On Social Concern),” by Charles E. Curran, Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M., and Thomas A. Shannon. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 415-435. 

	 
	


	Marianist Educational Tradition
	Organizational Theme:
 Marianist Educational Tradition 
                                           
Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives within a broader frame of education and building community. 
 
1. The primary organizational theme for this individualized study is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.” 
v     Educate for formation in faith;

v     Provide an integral quality education;

v     Educate for family spirit;

v     Educate for service, justice and peace; and

v     Educate for adaptation and change.

These characteristics are important in the way we will teach the course, in our expectation of your participation in the realization of the course goals and objectives, and in the selection of materials we will ask you to read. As the semester progresses, the specific character of your education in a Marianist University will impact on your discipline in ways that emphasize the reflective dialogue between faith and reason in the issues and values we study. Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.
 
 
The student will incorporate into his essays and class journal an awareness of the Marianist educational characteristics, particularly “Educate for service, justice, and peace,” and how they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course and their own personal philosophies and practices in regard to issues raised in this course. 

	 
	


	Evaluation
	Evaluation: 

 
· Reading Journal: The student is required to write and submit a journal online recording reflections on readings based on themes and learning outcomes for the course. The entry for each session will begin with the answers to questions posed by the instructor, followed by the student’s personal reflections on what they found meaningful as well as outstanding questions they would like to pose for the class and instructor. 

The journal is to be double-spaced, typewritten, well edited, with appropriate footnotes (or end notes).  Use an appropriate style consistently throughout the paper. 
 
Criteria for grading journals: a "C" journal will adequately summarize the content of the articles covered, by answering the questions presented in typewritten form without spelling errors; a "B" journal will also synthesize the readings with the personal perspectives of the writer; an "A" journal will include all of the previous requirements, discuss possible strategies for social change through direct action and/or educational projects, showing how the ideas studied can be communicated within the various ministries in which they engage. 
 
The journal is to be posted online in the journal section by the end of each session..
 
 
Grade Calculation:

Weekly postings of the Journal:             100%               800 points total

 

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%

	 
	


	Course Schedule
	Session Order  (Topics divided into eight sections)
Dr. David Coleman
Henry Hall 206a   Office: 735-4826
Email: dcoleman@chaminade.edu 


Each session has a list of topics, followed the readings for that session. In the case of the encylicals, the encylical itself is the "topic" accompanied by the commentaries on the documents.


Wednesday, October 8: Oahu Students: We will meet from 7:00pm - 9:00pm in Henry 206 for a discussion. We will meet every other week in person.
Session One      
October 8 – 14

Introduction; Characteristics of Marianist Educational Philosophy; The Nature of the Good

On reserve: “Characteristics of Marianist Universities”
Reason informed by Faith, 1-62.

Session Two
October 15 – 21

The Nature of the Human Person (Human Person; Freedom and Knowledge, and sin; Conscience and its formation: Church Authority and conscience)

Reason Informed by Faith, 63-165.

Wednesday, October 22: Oahu Students meet at H206 Conference Room from 7:00pm to 9:00pm.
Session Three    
October 22 – 28

Criteria of Judgment (Scripture; Jesus and Discipleship; The Church and Moral Life; Natural Law Tradition and contemporary interpretations; Law and Obedience)

Reason Informed by Faith, 165-264
Session Four
October 29 – November 4
Criteria for Judgment (Morality of the Human Action; Moral Norms; Moral Decision Making and Pastoral Moral Guidance; Discernment of Spirits)

Reason Informed by Faith, 265-329.

Wednesday, November 5: Oahu Students will meet in H206 Conference Room from 7:00pm to 9:00pm.
Session Five    
November 5 – 11
“The Ecclesiological Foundations of Modern Catholic Social Teaching” 

Leo XIII, Rerum Novarum
http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Leo13/l13rerum.htm
Richard R. Gaillardetz, “The Ecclesiological Foundations of Modern Catholic Social Teaching” chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 72-98.  

Commentary on Rerum novarum (The Condition of Labor), by Thomas A. Shannon. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 127-150.  
Session Six
November 12 – 18

John XXIII, MATER ET MAGISTRA 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_15051961_mater_en.html
John XXIII, Pacem in terris 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html
“Commentary on Mater et magistra (Christianity and Social Progress)” by Marvin L. Mich. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 191-216. 

 
“Commentary on Pacem in terries (Peace on Earth)” by Drew Christiansen, S.J. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 217 -243. 

 

Wednesday November 19:Oahu Students meet in H206 Conference Room 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Session Seven     
November 19 – 25
Gaudium et spes
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_cons_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
 

Declaration on Religious Freedom (Dignitatis Humanae) http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html
 “Commentary on Gaudium et spes (Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World),” by David Hollenbach, S.J. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 266-291.

 

“Commentary on Dignitatis humanae (Declaration on Religious Freedom),” by Leslie Griffin. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 244-265.


 

Session Eight
November 26 – December 2
World Synod of Bishops 1971, Justice in the World
http://www.osjspm.org/cst/jw.htm
 

John Paul II, On Social Concern (Sollicitudo Rei Socialis)
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis_en.html
“Commentary on Justitia in mundo (Justice in the World),” by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 333-362. 

 

“Commentary on Sollicitudo rei socialis (On Social Concern),” by Charles E. Curran, Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M., and Thomas A. Shannon. Chapter in Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation, ed. by Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M. (Georgetown: Georgetown University Press, 2005), 415-435. 


