EN 201-30: 

Types of Literature
Chaminade University

Fall 2008
(subject to change)
Meeting days and times: MW, 19:50-21:55 
    

Location: Tripler Army Medical Center

Instructor: Justin Wyble          

Office location: 206C Henry Hall

Office hours: MWF 9-10; and by appointment

E-mail: justin.wyble@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Description

Introduction to the study of literature through reading, discussion, and written analysis of major works ranging from ancient to contemporary.  This course includes exemplary works from all major genres and diverse cultures.
Student Learning Outcomes

1. Able to demonstrate familiarity with the elements of poetry, drama, and fiction, and the literary terms used to discuss them.

2. Able to demonstrate ability to read and analyze literary works using the elements of poetry, drama, and fiction, and to recognize the skills used to synthesize information and write literary essays. 

3. Able to demonstrate an understanding of at least two ways to interpret literary texts. 

4. Able to demonstrate the ability to write unified, coherent, well-developed essays about literary works.  

Students should come to class prepared to use and to demonstrate the following abilities in order to succeed in this class:

1. An ability to work independently in order to accomplish specific tasks, i.e., homework, research, writing, etc.
2. An ability to successfully manage time in order to complete all tasks.
3. An ability to follow directions.
4. An ability to ask questions in order to clear up misunderstandings, clarify directions, or seek assistance on papers (if needed).
5. An understanding that writing is a process that takes time in order to produce excellent work.

6. An understanding of the importance and necessity of multiple proofreading and revision techniques.

Required Texts

1) Jan Zlotnik Schmidt, Lynne Crockett, and Carley Rees Bogarad, Legacies: Fiction, Poetry, Drama, Nonfiction, 4th ed, Wadsworth Cengage, 2009.

2) Karen Tei Yamashita, Tropic of Orange, Coffee House Press, 1997.

Recommended Text

1) A writer’s handbook, such as The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers.

2) A portable, college-level dictionary.
Required Extras

Access to a word processor (all papers must be typed).

Student Responsibilities

Class Attendance

Class participation is a crucial part of this course; therefore, attendance is mandatory.  More than two unexcused absences will lower your final grade by one letter.  It is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor in writing concerning all excused absences.  The teacher decides what counts as an excused absence.  Missing class for medical reasons requires a written versification from a doctor.  Also, every third tardy counts as an unexcused absence.    

Papers
All papers must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled without using unnecessarily large margins or fonts.  Be sure to put your name, class and section number, my name, paper #, draft #, and date of submission on the first page.  No title page is necessary.  

Assignments must be submitted on the specified due date.  Written work will receive one grade reduction for each day it is late.
Reading Journal Entries
You are required to submit a reading journal entry for each class meeting.  You should use your reading journal to record your initial responses to each of our readings.  This is your chance to engage with the readings in a personal and informal way in order to prepare for our class discussions, quizzes, formal essays, and final exam.  Reading journal entries must be typed and double-spaced.  Each entry must be 1-2 pages long.  I will collect them at the end of each class meeting. 
Writing Workshops

During workshops, fellow classmates and the instructor will offer constructive criticism on your papers.  You will meet in either a large group or small group and review each other’s essays.  Workshops are designed to teach you how to revise and correct writing assignments.  

You must attend all writing workshops.  Please come prepared with the required number of copies to share with the rest of the class.  If you are absent or unprepared, your paper grade will receive one grade reduction.


Class Behavior

This classroom is a place where claims can be explored, challenged, and argued for or against without fear of oppression or reprisal by your peers or myself.  Any comments or actions that instigate or contribute to a hostile environment or fail to respect others will not be tolerated.  Any individual who, as a result of their words or behavior, silences their classmates will be held accountable.        

Do not use cell phones, music players, laptops, or other electronic devices while in class.  Turn them off and keep them in your bag.
Portfolio
You must maintain a portfolio containing all of the work you do for this class.  I will hand back papers after I grade them; you are responsible for keeping them in your portfolio.  You should also include all other work completed for this class, including all workshopped drafts, in-class writing assignments, quizzes, etc.
Office Hours


You are highly encouraged to see me during office hours for individual assistance with 

your writing assignments.

E-mail Communication

If you have a question, please e-mail me.  I will make an effort to respond within 24 hours of your e-mail.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research.  It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world.  Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated.

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a university official.  Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.

Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.

Required Coursework and Grading Breakdown

Class Participation (discussions, workshops, presentations, etc.)..................10%
Reading Journal Entries..................................................................................15%
Reading Quizzes.............................................................................................15%

Essay 1………………………………………………………………………15%

Essay 2………………………………………………………………………15%

Essay 3………………………………………………………………………20%

Final Exam…………………………………………………………………..10%


Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

6. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

7. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

8. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

9. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

10. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

Grading Scale

‘A’   Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative   (90-100).

‘B’    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner   (80-89).

‘C’    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79).

‘D’    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of 

          prerequisite course work   (60-69).

‘F’     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

You need a minimum of a 70% (C)  to pass this course.

Grading Rubric for Papers

A:
The paper exceeds the expectations of the assignment by applying a exceptionally high level of critical thinking skills, in addition to meeting all of the characteristics of a “B”-range paper.

B:
The goal of the paper is clear, and the language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.  In addition, the paper displays a clear, organizational structure, including an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.  The examples for the paper are detailed and logically connect to the thesis and the overall development of the paper.  Finally, the paper displays a strong command of grammar, punctuation, and sentence variation.

C:
The goal of the paper is clear, and the language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.  In addition, the paper displays a clear, organizational structure, including an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.  The examples used in the essay are general and, therefore, make it difficult to analyze the logical connections between the examples and the overall development of the paper. Problems with grammar and punctuation may be present.

D:
The goal of the paper is vague and lacks a clear thesis statement.  As such, the paper may not provide a clear organizational structure.  Also, the paper has many errors in grammar and punctuation.

F:    
The essay lacks a clear goal and an organizational structure, and the grammar and punctuation errors in the essay make it difficult to read.

