CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

M.ED. COURSE SYLLABUS
ED 601-91-3: Understanding Educational Research
Fall Term 2008: eCollege

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Mary Hall O’Phelan, Ph.D.
Email: mary.ophelan@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Email: mop1up@gmail.com
Education Office Phone: 739-4652
Cell Phone (only if necessary: between 12:00 and 5 p.m. Hawaii time): 808-224-7007 


	OFFICE HOURS: 


	You can contact me on eCollege or we can have a live chat through eCollege. Schedule through email. I will make every effort to get back to you within 24 hours.


	TIME and LOCATION:

	Online through eCollege

	TEXT:  
	Required:

Galvan, Jose. Writing Literature Reviews: A Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioral Sciences (3rd ed.). Pyrczak Publishing. ISBN# 1-884585-66-3.

Required:
Concise rules of APA style: The official pocket style guide from the American Psychological Association. (2005). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. ISBN 1-59147-252-0.
[Equivalent text: Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. (5th ed.) (2001). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. ISBN 1-55798-791-2.]



	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment and other assignments as identified by instructor require a LiveText account. You will receive a keycode to register for LiveText from one of your instructors. You only need to register once. Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 

	WEB-BASED COURSES:


	Go to:   http://chaminade.ecollege.com      [Note: .com rather than .edu]

Login: CUH id (7 digit number)

Password:  last 4 digits of SSN

 

Click on tab at top left that says Academics PSH, then choose our course.

 

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at 808-739-8327 or jnaskason@chaminade.edu


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	Provides experiences to foster systematic and thoughtful inquiry into educational research and practice. Candidates explore relevant educational research strategies, qualitative and quantitative research methods, and literature related to their area of emphasis. The emphasis of the course is upon using these understandings to critically read academic literature and write a major literature review. 

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. Writing reviews for specific purposes
2. Selecting a topic and identifying literature for review

3. Guidelines for analyzing literature

4. Analyzing quantitative and qualitative research literature (sampling,       designs, kinds of research)

5. Building tables to summarize literature

6. Synthesizing literature prior to writing a review

7. Guidelines for writing: mechanics, style, language usage

8. Incorporating feedback and refining the first draft

9. Variables/hypotheses

10. Understanding the results section (descriptive and inferential statistics interpretation, normal curve, hypothesis testing, standard scores)

11. Measurement (reliability and validity)



	M.ED.
PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
All 5 M.Ed. program outcomes are not addressed in all courses.  The program outcomes emphasized for this course are highlighted in BOLD.
	The M.Ed. program prepares graduate candidates who are able to apply practice, theory, leadership, scholarship and communication.  Therefore, the successful candidate:
1. (PRACTICE) demonstrates on-going commitment to the progress and well being of the learner, to the school and professional community, and to his/her own professional and intellectual development;

2. (THEORY)  differentiates between and critique major theories currently driving the field as important empirical, historical, philosophical and conceptual studies;

3. (LEADERSHIP  applies reform-based practice characterized by caring, mutual respect for diverse populations, collaboration and actively involving students in experiences that allow the construction of meaning and promotion of self-responsibility for learning;
4.  (SCHOLARSHIP) demonstrates the ability to critique and analyze academic literature and research methodology; and

5. (COMMUNICATION) composes academic prose for a variety of audiences including peers, professors, and the larger professional community.


	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)


	
	1. Evaluate and synthesize academic literature.
2. Evaluate educational studies that are intended to and claim to advance knowledge.

3. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of different methodologies used in educational research.

4. Describe the importance and role of validity and reliability in education research.
	1. Literature review (signature assignment)
2. Literature review, class discussion and activities.

3. Class discussion and activities.

4. Class discussion and activities

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	

	Signature Assignment
	Literature review in area of emphasis based on at least 15 recent empirical research studies from peer reviewed journals.


	Other Assignments
	Participation in discussions of research topics, assigned readings, written reviews of individual empirical studies, a sequence of annotated bibliographies on the research articles, a table organizing these articles in preparation for writing the literature review, an outline of review of literature, and a draft of the literature review .   
Students will be required to give feedback to a partner on the first draft of the paper and on the revised paper using a writing rubric.                                                                               




                              

	Observation of 
due dates
	All assignments are due on the dates specified on the discussion board or in the syllabus. Please make a note of these dates on your calendar and plan to hand in your assignments on time. Points will be deducted for late assignments. Some assignments will not be accepted after the due date. 


	Grading Scale
and criteria
	20 = weekly participation in discussions based on reading (10 @ 2)
10 = article reviews (2 @ 5)
10 = annotated bibliography (4), organizing table (3), paper outline (3)
50 = review of literature: first draft (10), feedback on a partner’s draft (5), 

      final paper (30), feedback on a partner’s revised paper (5)
10 = presentation of findings on topic
100

90 – 100 = A

80 – 89 = B

70 = 79 = C
Participation: There will be one, and sometimes two topics for discussion each week (2 points x 10 weeks = 20 points). You are expected to participate in all discussions with comments of substance (not small talk). Your contribution must add something meaningful to the discussion and be based on the reading you have done on the topic. Cite your references where appropriate. You are responsible for reading all the comments on the discussion before commenting so that we can avoid repetition. Nobody wants to spend valuable time reading the same thing over and over again. Any comment simply repeating what others have already said, agreeing with what others have said, or making other kinds of small talk with no substance will be deleted and no credit will be given for that comment. 
No points will be given for the discussion AFTER the deadline. 
Written Reviews: You will be given a template to follow in writing two double spaced one-page reviews on two of the articles you will use as references in your review of literature (5 points x 2 = 10 points). You will hand your reviews in on the discussion board so that other students can read and comment on them. I will make comments on the reviews so that everyone can see all the comments. That way, everyone will learn from everyone else’s work. Graduate writing standards and APA writing style must be observed. You will be able to revise your reviews and hand in revised versions if you choose to do so and want to increase your points. The reviews will be due in Weeks 3 and 5.
Annotated bibliographies: The reference list for the review of literature must contain at least 15 acceptable and current (no older than 7 years) references. At least 10 of these must be journal articles from peer-reviewed journals reporting empirical research. ERIC documents, paper presentations at conferences, and government reports are acceptable for the other five references. Books, trade journals, and magazines are not acceptable for this paper. I want to make sure that you begin the work of finding and reading articles early in the term so that you will expand your knowledge on your topic as we go along and so that you do not leave all the work of writing the paper for the end of the term, so you will turn in your annotated bibliography in five installments (1 point each for the first four weeks = 4 points), five successive weeks (due Weeks 3-7), adding three references with annotations each time. I will check the new additions each time for APA style and content, so that when you have made the suggested revisions, you will have your reference list completed and ready to include in your review of literature. All you will have to do is remove the annotations. You must hand in these five assignments on time to keep yourself on track for writing the paper. No point will be given for that week if you miss a deadline. 
Organization table: By week 7, your reference list will be complete and you will have read all the articles you will be using for your review of literature. A table (3 points) showing the connection among your articles and the organization of your paper will be due during Week 7. The table can be arranged in any way that you find helpful for the writing of your paper and it can be modeled on those in Chapter 7 of Galvan.
Outline of paper: A detailed outline (3 points) of your planned paper will also be due in Week 7. 
Draft of paper: The first draft (10 points) of the review of literature on the topic you chose will be due on Wednesday of Week 8. By this time, it will be expected that you will be able to write a paper using graduate writing standards and APA writing style. You must hand in your draft by the deadline or forfeit the 10 points.
Feedback exercises: We will have two feedback exercises--on the draft and on the revised paper (5 points x 2 = 10 points). The papers will be handed in on the discussion board and you will have an assigned partner for whom you will read and give feedback using a writing rubric. You will be expected to read the paper and make comments using Microsoft Word Track Changes, and then assign points according to the rubric. You must return the paper with comments and a one-page critique based on the categories of the rubric to the partner by the deadline (Monday of the following week). Hand in the feedback and the one-page critique to me by the deadline, too. Feedback on the draft will be due at the beginning of Week 9, and feedback on the revised paper will be due at end of Week 10.
Presentation of research findings: Each student will make an online presentation (10 points) of his or her findings on the research topic during Week 10. The presentation should be a PowerPoint presentation of about 10-12 slides and should present the major findings on your topic in your review of literature. 
Signature Assignment: After receiving feedback from me and from your partner on your draft at the beginning of Week 9, you will use the feedback to revise your paper. The final (revised) version of your review of literature (30 points) is the signature assignment for this course. You will hand in the paper both on eCollege and on LiveText. On LiveText, you will complete the template available for the signature assignment for ED 601, attach your paper, and share it with me for review. Your paper is due on Wednesday of Week 10. 

	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Attendance
This is a three-semester hour class, which would usually meet one night a week for about four hours. In addition, outside assignments may be expected to require at least two hours for every hour of class time. Online classes will have time for online discussions as well as other assignments equivalent to the time required for an on-campus class. However, it must be recognized that online classes may take more time than traditional classes, depending on the speed of the technology used, the expertise of the user, and other factors. You can therefore expect to spend at least 8-10 hours per week on this class.


Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:

1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 
Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism and other topics.



Scroll down for the weekly schedule of activities
	WEEKLY SCHEDULE


	No.
	Date
	Major Topic 
	Required Reading
	Assignments Due
Discussion board: DB

	1
	Oct..

6 – 12

	Syllabus

Writing reviews

Intro quiz and discussion

Variables/hypotheses 


	Topic Notes

Galvan, Chapter 1

Review A in the back of Galvan
	DB: Intro quiz
-Begin searching for ideas and articles



	2
	Oct.
13 - 19
	Overview of statistics

Selecting a topic


	Topic Notes

Galvan, Chapters 2-3


	DB: Topic selection

DB: Statistics

Hand in:
- Continue searching for articles on possible topic


	3
	Oct.
20 – 26

	Analyzing literature

Evaluate drafts of reviews

Kinds of Research

Review B
	Topic Notes

Galvan, Chapter 4

Review B (back of Galvan)
	DB: Discuss your Article Review One 
Hand in: 
-Annotated Bibliography (AB1) of at least three articles 
-Article Review One



	4
	Oct 27 – Nov. 2
	Kinds of Research

Quantitative Research

Review C
	Topic Notes

Galvan, Chapter 5

Review C (back of Galvan)
	DB: Revised topic

DB: Kinds of research

Hand in:

-Annotated Bibliography (AB2) of at least six articles



	5
	Nov. 
3 - 9
	Qualitative Research

Measurement (reliability)

Review D
	Topic Notes

Galvan, Chapter 6

Review D (back of Galvan)
	DB: Discuss your Article Review Two
DB: Reliability

Hand in:

-Annotated Bibliography (AB3) of nine articles
-Article Review Two


	6
	Nov.

10 – 16
	Measurement (validity)

Summarizing Literature

Review E
	Topic Notes

Galvan, Chapters 7 - 8

Review E (back of Galvan)
	DB: Validity

Hand in:

-Annotated Bibliography (AB4) of 12 articles


	No.
	Date
	Major Topic 
	Required Reading
	Assignments Due
Discussion Board: DB

	7
	Nov.

17 – 23
	Synthesizing Literature

Writing the draft

Review F & G
	Topic Notes

Galvan, Chapters 9 - 10

Reviews F and G
	DB: APA

Hand in:

-Annotated Bibliography (AB5) of 15 articles

-Table organizing 15 articles on your topic

-Outline of paper



	8
	Nov. 

24 – 30
	Using feedback: drafts

Correlation

Outlining


	Topic Notes

Galvan, Chapters 11 and 13
	DB: No discussion: Happy Thanksgiving!

Hand in: 

-Draft of Review of Literature by Wed. Nov. 26
-Feedback using Track Changes and rubric (to partner and to me) by Monday Nov. 30



	9
	Dec. 

1 - 7
	Connecting ideas

Standard Scores/Normal curve

Writing tips


	Topic Notes

Galvan, Chapter 12
	DB: Correlation

DB: Standard scores and the Normal curve

-Revise paper using feedback



	10
	Dec.

8 – 14
	Style and Language

Self-editing

Evaluate papers
	
	DB: Individual Presentations of findings

Hand in: 

-Final Review of Literature by Wed. Dec. 10
-Feedback using Track Changes and rubric (to partner and to me) by Wed. Dec. 17 




Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.


1

