COURSE RE103-20   WORLD RELIGIONS

              FALL EVENING, 2008
Instructor:  DAVID K. ANDERSON    Home:  947-8922 / CUH:  Henry 206P – 735-4867
E-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu                KANEOHE:  T & Th  1730-2140 (3 credits)
   
         
Catalogue Description:  Within the context of the dialogue between Christianity and
the other world religions, the student will explore the diverse historical, philosophical,

and spiritual foundations from which the major religious traditions in the world have

arisen.  The course examines the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, and the

historical development of their communities and institutions, while providing an inter-

religious survey of ethics.

GOAL:  To introduce students to the main religious traditions that have arisen in the 
course of human history.  Each tradition will be examined on its own terms so that the
student can know and appreciate how each of the religions represents a part within

and a way towards the universal human quest for wisdom and the sacred.  Special

attention will be given to Christianity and the greater global inter-religious dialogue
necessary to the peace and harmony of future generations.  
OBJECTIVES:

1) to better understand the religious pluralism of the human family, highlighting 
commonalities and differences of belief and practice rooted in the central ideas

and ideals of each religious tradition

2) to foster enlightenment about the uniqueness of each tradition in their cultural
setting and each tradition’s contribution to humanity’s collective engagement

with the ultimate questions and mystery of life

3) to explore the nature and consequences of religious prejudice and conflict
manifest in history and alive in the real world circumstances of modernity
4) to invite each student to gain greater perspective on their own backround in

the religious arena, taking note of attitudes toward and feelings about those of

similar or opposite persuasions 
5) to engage the religious pluralism and circumstances of our own geo-social

setting here in the Pacific and to note broader civic and secular circumstances
concerning the public face and space of religion 
Requirements

1) presence and participation in all scheduled classes for this course
2) completion of all assignments and projects as given throughout the semester 
3) satisfactory completion of course examinations

Recommendatios

      1)
notebook for recording information during class presentations & assigned readings
      2) 
reading and research of extra materials relevant to the course content   

      3)  active & participative presence to foster a learning attitude and aptitude
Class

Date

Course Content_







   1.                  10/7

Course Introduction





Religion & Religions:   Experiences & Movements  (ch 1 & 2)
   2.

10/9

Judaism [handout articles]  (ch 8)
   3.

10/14

Christianity [handout articles]   (ch 9)
   4.

10/16

Islam  [& Film]   (ch 10)
   5.

10/21

Hinduism  [& Film]   (ch 3)




Jainism  (ch 5)




Sikhism
6. 10/23

Mid-Course Exam
   7.

10/28

Buddhism  [& Film]   (ch 4)


8.

10/30

Daoism   (ch 6)




Confucianism




Shinto   (ch 7)
   9.

11/4

Personal Research   [Election Day]
  10.

11/6

Alternative Paths & The Modern Search   (ch 11 & 12)




Conclusion


 __________________           Final Exam








Course Text:   Experiencing the World’s Religions (Tradition, Challenge, and Change)
                         by Michael Molloy (McGraw-Hill, 2008 – 4th edition) 

Grading:   
 30%  Mid-Course Exam

40%  Course Paper


 20%  Final Exam


10%  Class Attendance & Participation
Course Project:   10 page paper on a comparative analysis of one component found in    


      two or more religious traditions, showing that component’s significance

                              from a historical as well as a contemporary perspective.  The paper is

                              to be typed in a double-spaced format.  The 10 pages are for content only;

                              title page, footnotes and bibliography (if any) are separate.  Paper is due

                              at the time of the last class (11/16).  Topics need not be approved ahead

                              of time.  Late papers may incur a grade reduction.  Please inquire if

                              further instructions are needed.

Course Methodology:  The course is structured so as to begin with what is better known 

(religion associated with the West or Western Tradition) and progress to what is perhaps

less well known (religion associated with the East or Eastern Traditions) – to examine

the monotheistic religions (wherein God is viewed as a Supreme Personal Being) and

proceed to the other traditions (wherein God or The Sacred is conceived in alternate ways).

Learning Outcomes:

A) In conjunction with Gen Ed:

1) students will demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of 


    ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout

                their lives 
            2) students will demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical 

                development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions 
B) In conjunction with the Religious Studies Program:
1) students will demonstrate an understanding of Christianity and its relationship
    with other major world religions (PLO#2)

2) students will demonstrate an understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition

    of education for service, social justice and peace (PLO#4)

3) students will demonstrate an understanding of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the

 Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions (PLO#6)
Instruments of Assessment:  student course participation manifest through

1) class presence and interaction with classmates via individual questions & group discussion
2) reading of assigned materials such as text and handout materials

3) personal research and reflection on other materials relevant to the course of study

4) production of course notes or notebook portfolios

5) satisfactory completion of mid-course and/or final course examinations 
6) submission of written course papers on assigned or unassigned topics
7) completion of pre-course & post-course surveys 
  Teacher’s Take on the Ultimate Goal of Education for Each & Every Chaminade Student  
       --that he or she would become a globally aware and ethically engaged citizen,

                   choosing a life mission of self-development and service to others,

                     mindful of the world’s spiritual resources for meeting personal

                       and civic needs, all the while celebrating life as a participant

                                    in the majesty of our awesome universe story     
