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Catalog Course Description

Use of accounting data to make management decisions.  Students will learn how accounting information is used to plan and control operations.  Volume-cost-profit analysis, cost estimation, short and long term financial decisions are studied from a managerial perspective.

Course Objectives

This course is intended to provide students with the basic accounting knowledge to make managerial decisions.  Emphasis is placed on understanding basic accounting terminology and concepts and their practical application to business managers.

Accounting is a very difficult subject area.  Consequently, students will be expected to contribute a significant amount of time outside of the classroom during the quarter.  It is expected that students will need to spend a minimum of 15 – 20 hours per week outside of class to succeed in this course.

Grading and Assignments

Grades will be based on the following:

Brief Exercises (in-class)

100 points
Exercises (in-class)


100 points

Problems: Set A


300 points
Continuing Cookie Chronicle 
300 points
Lead Class Discussion

100 points
Company Presentations

200 points

Final Exam (Company Project)
200 points
Written Critiques


100 points
Total




1100 points
Grade Deflator


1000 points
Extra Credit

Problems: Set B


100 points

Other To Be Determined

?
Grades:

900+  points

A




800-899 points
B




700-799 points
C




600-699 points
D




599- points

F

Brief Exercises and Exercises

Brief exercises are contained in the back of each chapter and are abbreviated “BE”. Every week we will allot class time to complete BE and E. BE and E completed during class will be subject to friendly grading. The answers to BE and E will be discussed in the same class session during which they are to be completed. Therefore students who miss class are expected to complete BE and E on their own.
Problems: Set A

Problems: Set A are contained in the back of each chapter and are abbreviated “P”. Problems are to be completed outside of class time and submitted prior to the beginning of each class session. Each week, one student will be assigned to lead the discussion on the problem set.
Continuing Problem

The Continuing Cookie Chronicle (CCC) is a series of 15 consecutive problems contained at the back of each chapter. CCC will be completed outside of class time and submitted through WebCT. Although grading for CCC will occur after the submission deadline listed on the schedule, students are encouraged to complete each segment of the problem following its corresponding chapter. Students may choose to complete the CCC in groups of maximum size 2 or individually. Students who choose to complete the CCC in groups will receive one grade for their entire group.
Lead Class Discussion

Each student will “volunteer” to lead two class discussions during the semester. The subject of the discussion will be the answers and process for Problems: Set A for each chapter. Each discussion is expected to last no longer than 40 minutes. Discussion leaders are expected to have the correct answers as well the correct process for every Problem for their assigned chapter(s). The instructor will lead the discussion for Ch 1 and Ch 2, we will select student volunteers for Ch 3-14 during the first class session.

Company Presentations

Each student will present a detailed financial analysis of one company during one of the last class sessions. Company presentations are expected to be formal and to last no longer than 30 minutes. You may use any software (e.g. Powerpoint), handouts (e.g. budgets), or props (e.g. charts) during your presentation. Company presentations may be video recorded and may be shown to future classes for educational purposes. Additional details regarding the Company Presentations will be discussed in class.
Final Exam (Company Project)

The final exam will consist of formal, written paper/memorandum concerning each student’s assigned company from the Company Presentations. Details regarding the Company Presentations will be discussed in class.

Written Critiques

Each student will prepare a formal, written critique of every presentation and case project. The purpose of these critiques is to provide feedback on presentation and cases. In addition, you will gain experience providing a formal, written evaluation for one of your peers.

Note: Syllabus and schedule are subject to revision at any time. Any adjustments will be discussed in class.

