CJ 375-20-2 Contemporary Issues in Criminal Justice (3)

October 7, 2008– December 18, 2008 (T)

Chaminade University of Honolulu

SYLLABUS

Instructor:
Lance Rabacal, Instructor

Department of Criminal Justice



Phone: 832-1668 (Bus) / 685-5405 (Hm.)/  366-9465 (Cell)



E-mail: lance.rabacal@adunct.chaminade.edu
Office hours: 
by appointment only

Education and Experience:


MS in Criminal Justice Administration; Chaminade University of Honolulu


BS in Criminal Justice; Chaminade University of Honolulu

Residency Section Administrator/ Offender Services Administrator /Case Management/ Special Needs Case Worker/ Unit Team Manager/ Inmate Employment Coordinator/ Volunteer Coordinator, Corrections Recreations Specialist Supervisor for the Oahu Community Correctional Center, Department of Public Safety.

Course Description and General Outline:

An examination of issues currently faced by the criminal justice system focusing upon contemporary issues which are projected to have a major impact upon the quality of life for the community and the ability of the criminal justice system to provide services to the community.
Textbooks:
Annual Editions, Criminal Justice (08/09)   Thirty- second Edition    

Additional Course Materials:
To be announced and or distributed by the instructor

Attendance Policy:

Due to the intensive components of this course, attendance is mandatory.  Attendance will be comprised of one-third of the final class grade.  Upon three absences a deficiency notice will be sent to the registrar within the recommendation that the student withdraw from the course.  Students who miss three or more classes will receive a grade of “FA-failure due to poor attendance.”  On rare occasions, exceptions will be made due to documented military necessity and/ or serious family/ or personal reasons.  (Required when physical attendance is scheduled., exceptions to hybrid and online classes)

It will be the student’s responsibility to communicate with the registrar regarding withdraws, add/drops, credit/no credit options.  It is also the student’s responsibility to contact instructor.

Grading Policy:

All students are expected to complete all reading and class assignments prior to class.  Grades will be based on a point system.  There will be a total of 300 possible points; 200 points for attendance /participation /lecture presentation & assignments; total points for reaction papers Contemporary Issues; and 100 points for written research project & presentation.

Point System Breakdown:

Attendance/ Participation/ Presentations/Discussion: Mandatory book review, class assignments reaction papers & film briefs
· 100 points – students arriving on time, prepared for and participating in all class work and discussions.

· 100 points Chapter Review:

Chapter Reaction Reviews
RECOMMENDED COURSE WITHDRAWAL and/or FAILURE DUE TO ATTENDANCE- 3 absences (except hybrid or online course)

Research Project:

· 100 points -
Students will be required to prepare a short written research paper (5 pages minimum) on topics relating to course. 
· Students will also be required to present research project in class (5-7 minutes). 
· All papers must conform to the Chaminade University writing requirement.  Double-space APA standard paper. Minimums of 3 references are required. 
· Topic must be confirmed with instructor prior.
·  EXTRA CREDIT- to be announce (upon discretion)

· Final Grades: 




A
270-300 points




B
240-269 points



C
210-239 points




D
195-209 points




F
Below 195 or 3 or more unexcused absences
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	Table of Contents
ANNUAL EDITIONS : Criminal Justice 08/09 , Thirty-Second Edition

2008 Fall schedule “Subject matter reviews/discussions”

Instructor: Adjunct Professor Lance M. Rabacal

UNIT 1. Crime and Justice in America

1. What Is the Sequence of Events in the Criminal Justice System?, Report to the Nation on Crime and Justice, January 1998 

This report reveals that the response to crime is a complex process, involving citizens as well as many agencies, levels, and branches of government. 

3. Arraigning Terror,Rogers M. Smith, Dissent, Spring 2004 

This article discusses the sweeping restructuring of the nation’s intelligence-gathering and coercive institutions that took place after September 11th, as well as the dangers to civil liberties that the Bush administration has ignored. Smith also deals with what can be done to provide procedural safeguards against abuses to our civil rights and liberties. 

4. Of Crime and Punishment,Robert Vodde et al., FDU Magazine, Summer/Fall 2006 

Criminal justice faculty and alumni at a New Jersey University are asked about some of the most high-profile issues in criminal justice today, such as the death penalty, domestic spying, police profiling, the Patriot Act, excessive force, and the war on drugs. Their answers reveal the enormously complex considerations that can tip the scales of justice. 

UNIT 2. Victimology 

New! 11. Understanding Stockholm Syndrome,Nathalie De Fabrique et al, FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, July 2007 

This article discusses the Stockholm Syndrome, the psychological response of a hostage or an individual in a similar situation where the more dominant person has the power to put the victim’s life in danger. The victim sometimes becomes emotionally attached to his captors, and may even defend them after the ordeal has ended. 

UNIT 3. The Police

15. Racial Profiling and Its Apologists,Tim Wise, Z Magazine, March 2002 

Racial profiling cannot be justified on the basis of general crime rate data. But, according to Tim Wise, “unless and until the stereotypes that underlie [it] are attacked and exposed as a fraud, the practice will likely continue…” The fact remains that the typical offender in violent crime.    

UNIT 4. The Judicial System

24. Exiling Sex Offenders from Town,Robert F. Worth, The New York Times, October 3, 2005 

Towns and counties across the country have passed laws that banish anyone convicted of a sex crime against a minor, driven by studies that have found that pedophiles have recidivism rates of more than 50 percent, and do not tend to respond to treatment. However, a leading authority says that many other criminal groups have higher rates, and violent repeat sex offenders are extremely rare. 

26. When the Poor Go to Court,Kit R. Roane, U.S. News & World Report, January 23, 2006 

Today, in this country, many poor people wind up being sentenced to jail time without ever seeing a lawyer. Without advocates, some of them serve longer sentences than the law requires, or plead guilty to crimes they didn’t commit just to get out of jail. A few receive the death penalty because their court-appointed lawyers were incompetent, lazy, or both.  

UNIT 5. Juvenile Justice

28. Reforming Juvenile Justice,Barry Krisberg, The American Prospect, September 2005 

The author discusses the fact that in many states the juvenile justice system has reverted to the punitive approach it was originally designed to replace, despite the wealth of evidence that has validated the assumptions that children are not just “small adults”. He also looks at the much advertised predictions of a generation of “super-predators”. 

UNIT 6. Punishment and Corrections

34. Changing Directions,James V. Peguese, Corrections Today, July 2005 

In this article, the author argues that social issues such as crime rates, funding, and political power play key roles in how corrections do business. When society thinks the theory of “lock ‘em up” is the only feasible way to deal with offenders, we have to pay the soaring costs involved.   

38. Do We Need the Death Penalty?,Dudley Sharp and Steven W. Hawkins, The World & I, September 2002 

The authors present differing perspectives on the issue of the death penalty. Sharp argues that the death penalty is just and right, saying that sometimes it is simply the most appropriate punishment for vile crime. Hawkins presents cases of innocent people wrongly convicted who spent years on death row, and makes the argument that most people facing execution are victims of racism, poverty, and other problems. 

39. Private Prisons Expect a Boom,Meredith Kolodner, The New York Times, July 19, 2006 

The government intends to detain more suspected illegal immigrants while they await their hearings instead of releasing them on their own recognizance, and private prison companies are poised to benefit. But critics of increasing privatization say that health care and civil rights are at risk for many detainees.  

New! 41. The Professor Was a Prison Guard,Jeffrey J. Williams, The Chronicle of Higher Education, April 6, 2007 

Working in prison gives a kind of adult education that cannot be gotten any where else. The author learned about the importance of loyalty, knowing that a co-worker “had my back”; but he also found that loyalty can be corrosive in the workplace. He compares working in academe with his job in prison and finds some similarities. 

New! 42. Supermax Prisons,Jeffrey Ian Ross, Society, March/April 2007 

The isolation, lack of meaningful activity, and shortage of human contact take their toll on supermax residents, often leading to severe psychological disorders. Several corrections and human rights organizations question whether these prisons are a violation of our Constitution. 
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