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Course Syllabus


	COURSE:
	ED413 Children’s Literature
Fall 2008 
3 credits

	Instructor:
	Dr. Vickie Iwamoto

Email: vickie.iwamoto@adjunct.chaminade.edu  or   viwamoto@yahoo.com    



	CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION:  
	The goal of this course is to present an introduction to children’s literature.  Content includes an overview of the history of children’s literature and will focus on contemporary works and authors and illustrators of books for children.  ED 413 is designed to help the classroom teacher understand children’s books in all genres, and examine criteria for evaluation children’s literature.  The development of ideas to promote/ use children’s literature both in the classroom and for recreation reading will also be discussed.


	COURSE OBJECTIVES:
	1. Students will develop and apply criteria for selecting and evaluating quality books to share with children.

2. Students will read, respond and evaluate children’s books as they relate to the developmental needs, reading preferences and interests of children at different ages (from birth through grade eight).

3. Students will develop an understanding of the value of children’s literature and its importance in the elementary school curriculum.

4. Students will be able to explain the issues and trends in children’s literature through class discussion and sharing of picture books, poetry, novels, information books and biographies.  Multicultural stories and issues will be included in each genre.

5. Students will synthesize educational journals, resources book, educational technology and other professional materials relating to children’s literature.


	TEXT:
	· Text: Children's Literature: An Invitation to the World, Mitchell, Diana.  Allyn & Bacon Publishers.  ISBN 0-321-04915-2  (first choice)
· Text: Children’s Literature Briefly, Tunnell, Michael, James S. Jacobs.  Prentice-Hall Publishers.  ISBN 0-13-096214-7  (if not available you may use)
· Email me if neither is available to you…I’ll give you other suggestions.
The course being run from my personal website :   www.geocities.com/dr_iwamoto

	
	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:

	Participation
	Each student is expected to assume a shared responsibility for the content and process of the class. Your active participation is essential in making the class a good experience for everyone. Specific expectations are that you:

1. Attend all class sessions and arrive on time.

2. Do the assigned reading before each class session.

3. Participate in class discussions.

4. Submit assignments on time.

5. Handle concerns with the instructor.

6. Work cooperatively as appropriate.  

	Grading 
	Assignments and Projects:
All submitted assignments are expected to be word-processed and of the quality appropriate for undergraduate study.  At least ten percent (10%) of the possible points will be deducted for sloppy, or careless, work. Take the time to proofread your assignments to make sure they are free of typographical and/or grammatical errors. Do not combine several assignments into one. Each assignment is to be submitted as an independent assignment and will be assessed as such. The instructor reserves to right to return, not graded, all work that does not meet this standard. 


	Criteria
	The following criteria are used for evaluating course work:

1. Completeness (all parts of the assignment must be done)

2. Quality of Content

3. Quality of Classroom Participation

4. Thoughtfulness and reflection of coursework & classroom experience


	Policy
	Unless otherwise stated at the time of the assignment, assignment are due when noted in the course schedule. Late assignments will be accepted one week after the original due date with 50% of the points will be deducted from the grade. Student’s grade will be based on the content and clarity of assignments and understanding of the course matter.

	Assignments
	






                             Points

· Book Card File/Author Information Collection


        20

· Online Weekly Assignments
(10 assignments at 10 points each
)          
       100

· Independent project (APA format)




        25

· Final                                                                                                         10
                                                                                                   Total =  155
Note:  Specifics guidelines for assignments/projects will be provided.


	Grading Scale
	Based on a total of 155 points, letter grades are as follows:


155-140 = A, 124-139 = B, 108-123 = C, 82-107= D, 81 and below = F
           (90-100%=A;   80-89%=B;  70-79%=C;  60-69%=D;  below 60%=F)



	UNIVERSITY POLICIES
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, claiming work not done by the student, or lying) where a faculty member observes or discovers the dishonesty, the faculty members may choose to confront the student and handle the matter between the faculty member and the student, or the faculty member may choose to refer the incident to the Chair or Graduate Program Director. (If the Chair or the Director is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Associate Provost; if the Associate Provost is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Executive Vice President and Provost.) If the faculty member chooses to confront the situation and it is not satisfactorily resolved between the faculty member and the student, the matter may then be referred or appealed to the Chair or Director.

In either case, the Chair or Graduate Program Director may choose to 1) resolve the matter through a meeting with both the student and the faculty member, or 2) refer the matter to the Executive Vice President and Provost. The findings, in either case, are final.”  (Taken from Chaminade University General Catalog, p. 48.)

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.


Learning Experiences:
Book Card File/ Author Information Collection


Read a minimum of 40 books from lists in your text.  Each book should be for children from birth to age fourteen.  The books do not have to be listed in your textbook.  For example, you can add books from Hawaii’s authors.  At least five of the books should be for the more mature reader (i.e. Newberry award winners and Honor Books-- see textbook for a list). All books should be saved on disk or stick and should be in a logical order so that you can find them at a later time for yourself.  Points will be given for details and for organization.  This project should be emailed to me (that is what I prefer).  Please do not add any large graphics if you plan to email the project to me. The project may be send back to you because if was too large for my account to handle.   Some of you may wish to handwrite the “cards” which is fine.   Then your project can be mailed to me and please keep a copy.   Your text includes a CD Rom, which has a large database.  This also can be of help to you.   All should use the following format:
Title






Genre

Author/Illustrator




Approximate Age Span

Publisher





Number of Pages

Copyright Date







ISBN #








Summary of Plot

Personal Notation

Evaluation
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Information should include:

a.
Author and title


b.
Genre/ type of book


c.
Bibliographic information (also include the original publication date)


d.
Assessed and/or recommended age/grade range of the book


e.
Interest level and reading level

f.
A short (3-4 sentences) plot summary--should be specific enough to call the book to mind.

g.
Personal notes for using a book, such as an example of strong use of a literary element, protagonist/antagonist, curriculum possibility, whether it is good for, reading aloud, individual reading or teaching concepts, list any possible problems.

h. Evaluation  

Weekly Assignments

Online Weekly Assignments – Assignments will be explained in each week’s module.  The assignments are designed to help you internalize concepts and create products that will be of use to you in your classroom.

Independent Projects
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Develop your own project concerning children’s literature. Look through your textbook.  Which areas are you draw to?  The appendix sections also may help.   Prepare a written description of your project and present it to the instructor for approval and suggestions by the third week of class.  The purpose of the independent project is to provide an opportunity to delve into something of interest to you.  Choose something you can have fun with and enjoy doing.  Remember that the independent project assignment should be typed and double-spaced, references should be cited (in APA format) and it is expected that written assignments will be organized and grammatically correct.   APA format is standard for all education classes.  
I have kept the project open ended for a reason.  I want your project to be meaningful to you.  I also do not want you to spend time going through the motions of a project that you can not use in the future.  I understand that some of you want to see examples so I have included a few.  Please keep in mind that these are only examples and you are free to explore anything that pertains to children’s literature.  I’m here to help you narrow your choices.  Here are a few examples:

Author / Illustrator Research

Review literature (including professional journals) on an author/ illustrator of children’s literature books.  For this assignment you will prepare your research for an oral presentation to your class. Though you do not have to video tape it, you may wish to.  Give biographical information, books published (both in and out of print), current publisher and unique anecdotes that characterize the individual.  

Book Talk

Choose a book for you Book Talk (chapter book for the more mature reader). Review resource materials on book talks for effective strategies and hints (see text).  Include title, author, publisher, and grade level.  Use materials that you feel would make your presentation powerful.  Remember that the purpose is to make your audience want to read the book (a tickler).  Bring something to show (the book, item from the story, etc.)  You will have a short written report along with videotaping yourself presenting the Book Talk.  You do not have to have an audience.

Journal Article Abstract

Review journals in the field of education that publish articles on children’s literature.  Choose four articles that you feel are significant.  Prepare a paper giving bibliographical information, an abstract and an explanation as to your choice of each of the articles.  

Final Exam - Reflection piece- Must be proctored – More information to follow.
Final Information --If you are near Chaminade you can elect to take the final on campus or at one of the off campus satellite sites (Pearl, Schofield, Tripler, etc.).  Chaminade staff will be administering all exams.  Our off campus sites, Pearl Harbor , Tripler and Schofield will be administering exams also.  This gives the students ample choices on where it would be most convenient. If you are off island, you can also take the final at a university or college though you will have to make arrangements.  If you are off island and on a base then you can elect to take the final via your military education officer/center. Questions?  Email me or click on “Need a proctor for your final?”  on the left of the www.chaminade.edu/online site.
Class Schedule
	Week 1

Week of October 5
	Introduction

Preview course requirements, syllabus and textbook

An Introduction to Children’s Literature – Chapter 1

Assignments:

· Read Chapters 1, 2 and 4

· Complete Online Assignment – a simple introduction


	Week 2
Week of October 12
	Understanding Children’s Responses to Literature

Chapter 1, 2 and 4

Assignments:

· Read Chapter 3

· Description of Independent Project

· Complete Online Assignment


	Week 3
Week of October 19
	The Changing World of Children’s Books

Picture Books, and Books to Begin On

Chapter 3 

Due: Description of Independent Project

Assignment:  

· Read Chapters 6, 7 and 8 

· Complete Online Assignment



	Week 4
Week of October 26
	Traditional Book and Multicultural Books

Chapter 6, Chapter 7 and Chapter 8

Assignment:

· Read Chapter 5 and 10

· Complete Online Assignment



	Week 5
Week of November 2
	Modern Fantasy and Poetry

Chapter 10 and Chapter 5

Assignment:

· Read Chapter 9

· Complete Online Assignment



	Week 6
Week of November 9
	Contemporary Realistic Fiction

Chapter 9

Assignment:

· Read Chapter 12 and 9

· Complete Online Assignment


	Week 7
Week of November 16
	Historical Fiction and Biographies

Chapter 12 and 9

Assignment:

· Read Chapter 11

· Complete Online Assignment




	Week 8
Week of November 23
	Informational Books

Chapter 11

Literature Circles

Assignment:

· Review Chapters as necessary

· Complete Online Assignment




	Week 9
Week of November 30
	Book Utilization in the Classroom

Review Chapters as necessary (including Chapter 4)

Reader’s Theater

Assignment:

· Work on Independent Project

· Finish Book Card File

· Complete Online Assignment


	Week 10
Week of December 7
	Course evaluation

Due: Complete Book Card File and 

Independent Project

Assignment:

· Complete Final Online Assignment –MUST BE PROTORED 
· Final to be taken on Saturday, December 13 --See Chaminade’s  Website for information
· Complete Online Assignment 10



	
	All online assignments will be posted on Sundays.  The online assignment is due that week on or before the next Sunday by 11:59 p.m.  For example, if I post an assignment on October 12, the assignment is due no later than October 19 by 11:59 p.m.  On your email message sent to me the time stamp sent must be posted before 11:59 p.m. or your assignment will be late.  
The instructor will take off points for late assignments.  




All assignments are due no later than 

Monday, December 15, 2008 by midnight.  This includes mailed in assignments.  Sorry no exceptions.
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