Chaminade University 

Syllabus for Spanish I

Fall 2008

Time:


Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 – 9:50 A.M.

Location:

Eiben Hall 108A

Instructor:

Bro. Luis A. Gamboa, S.M.

Office Hours:

M, W 11:00-11:50 A.M.  or by appointment

Office Location:
Henry Hall 206N
Office Phone:  
(808) 739-4683  x683          

E-mail:

luis.gamboa@chaminade.edu
Required Textbooks:  ¡Arriva! 5th Ed. by  Eduardo Zayas-Bazán & Susan M. Bacon.



  Workbook/Laboratory Manual to accompany ¡Arriva! 5th  
Materials:

College ruled notebook paper and binder




Optional:  The University of Chicago Spanish Dictionary or other 




Spanish/English dictionary

Supplemental Materials used by instructor include transparencies, pictures, music, videos, and internet and printed materials.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This is the first semester of a two-course introduction to written and spoken Spanish and various aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures.  No previous knowledge of the language is assumed.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Students will study and actively practice introductory conversations, numbers, expressing likes and preferences, telling time, forming questions, and talking about university life and studies, the family, clothing and shopping, houses and furniture, and weather.  The instructor will introduce new concepts, discuss strategies for language learning, present listening opportunities through video, on-line listening materials, and music, and will create situations in which students must use Spanish to communicate with their the instructor, their peers, and with native speakers of Spanish. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  By the end of the course, students will be able to use phrases of common courtesy.  They will also be able to describe people, places, and things and talk about the weather, their classes, families, homes, possessions, preferences, abilities, hobbies, domestic activities, occupations, plans, and obligations.  They will be able to ask and answer questions concerning colors, clothing, classroom items, age, nationalities, countries, the time of day, dates, addresses, and phone numbers.  Students will also become familiar with the location and various aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures.

FIVE THEMES:  With respect to the five themes (world cultures, communications skills, values and choices, research and epistemology, and global systems), this course promotes an appreciation of the diversities and similarities in the cultures of the world through the study of a foreign language.  (Language is one manifestation of cultures.)  Also, by learning Spanish, students gain a communication skill which allows them to speak to millions of non-English speakers.  As of 2000, there were 425 million Spanish speakers in the world (World Almanac 2000), and the U.S.A. has the third-largest population of Spanish speakers in the world (Population Resource Center 2000).  The values and choices offered by the Hispanic world are introduced in the course materials, and they are compared with those of the U.S. and other parts of the world, using students’ countries of origin as an important source of cultural information.  The acquisition of a foreign language is of interest in terms of research and epistemology in that it involves the acquisition of a body of knowledge.  The acquisition of a second language is an experience in global systems in that it leads one across both international and interdisciplinary boundaries.

EXAMS:   Each exam will cover the current chapter but also could use vocabulary and grammar concepts from previous chapters.  The skills of reading, writing, listening and grammar are tested in written form where students must produce Spanish vocabulary, sentences, and paragraphs.  Exams for Capítulos 1, 3, and 5 include a speaking component.  The final is comprehensive.  

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE (Dates may change depending on progress of class):

Chapter

Dates


Workbook/Lab Activities Due

Exam Date

Capítulo 1



Capítulo 2



Capítulo 3



T  B  A

Capítulo 4


Capítulo 5



FINAL EXAM
T  B  A

   NOTICE:  No early finals will be given.

REQUIRED WORKBOOK/LABORATORY MANUAL:  The workbook/laboratory manual provides additional practice and review to materials learned in the ¡Arriva! textbook.  The workbook activities are written out in the spaces provided.  The laboratory activities are indicated by headphones at the side of the activity.  Students must listen to the Spanish segment in one of three ways:  


OPTIONAL WEBSITE ACTIVITIES: 

1. http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/exercises/   La gramática
2. http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm     La gramática
3. http://www.trinity.edu/mstroud/grammar/       La gramática
4. http://www.indiana.edu/~call/reglas/pron_personales.html   La gramática
5. http://www.drlemon.net/grammar/colors.html     Los colores

6. http://www.spanish.bz/colors.htm    Los colores
7. http://www.klbschool.org.uk/interactive/spanish/color.htm   Los colores
8. http://www.jvlnet.com/~liliana/index.html  Los números

9. http://www.learn-spanish-help.com/flags-of-spanish-speaking-countries.html  Las banderas

10. http://quizlet.com/set/51274/  Países y Capitales
EVALUATION:  Your course grade will be calculated as follows:

Participation/Classwork
10%
In general, grades will be assigned roughly

Oral Presentation (1)
10%
according to this scale:

Homework and Quizzes
10%
93 - 100%
= 
A

Workbook/Laboratory book
10%
90 -   92%
=
A-

Five (5) Tests at 10% each
50%
87 -   89%
=
B+

Comprehensive Final Exam
10%
83 -   86%
=
B



80 -   82%
=
B-



77 -   79%
=
C+



73 -   76%
=
C



70 -   72%
=
C-



67 -   69%
=
D+



60 -   66%
=
D



below 60%
=
F

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:

Attendance and Punctuality:  In order to learn a foreign language, you need to interact in the language on a regular basis.  Therefore, your attendance is very important.  Since some illnesses or personal emergencies can happen to anyone, you are allowed THREE absences during the semester.  Beginning with the 4th absence, every time you are absent, your course grade will be lowered 1%.  Every time you are tardy or leave class early, you will lose 0.5%.  In order not to be marked tardy, you must be sitting in your seat at the time class begins and stay until the end of class.  Since you are given three discretionary absences, the instructor will not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  Save your absences for times that you are truly sick or have an emergency!

Preparedness:  You are expected to come to class prepared.  Do the homework for each day and bring it to class the next day.  Homework sometimes will be checked in class or will be collected by the instructor and graded, or a pop-quiz will be given over the material assigned.  Bring your textbook to every class meeting.

Participation:  In order to receive a good grade in participation, you must show a willingness to participate in class activities.  There are several ways to show such willingness.  Speak Spanish as much as possible to your classmates as well as to your instructor.  If you and your partner finish an oral assignment before the rest of the class finishes, continue conversing -- in Spanish!  Ask questions (preferably in Spanish) about the grammar, vocabulary, etc.

Make-up Work:  Homework and Workbook/Laboratory work will only be accepted ONE class period late and will receive a one letter grade lower than if it had been turned in on time.  Make-up tests will be arranged only if you contact the instructor within 24 hours of the exam with a valid excuse (doctor’s note or police report for a car accident).  No make-ups will be allowed for quizzes or tutoring.

Academic Honesty: Students are expected to do their own work at all times.  This includes not asking friends and tutors to read or correct written assignments.  Cheating on a test or assignment will result in a zero (0) for that test or assignment.  The student(s) involved may also be referred to the Academic Dean for disciplinary action.

Dates to remember:

1.  September 1, 2008 –Monday

Labor Day – No Class

2.  October 13, 2008 –Monday

Discoverers’ Day –No Class

3.  November 14, 2008 –Friday
 
Bro. Luis’ Formation Program –No Class

4.  November 28, 2008 –Friday

Thanksgiving Recess –No Class

5.  December 5, 2008 –Friday

Last Day of Instruction

6.  December 8-11 2008 –Mon-Th

Final Examinations

