EN 102 03 Expository Writing

Chaminade Univ
Fall 2008


MWF: 8-8:50AM 

 F253
Office hours, 206A Henry Hall: MWF—10-11:30 AM; 

or by appointment

 Allison E. Francis          Phone: 735 4863

email: afrancis@chaminade.edu

Required Texts:

Goshgarian, Gary.

  The Contemporary Reader, 8th  edition

Hairston, et.al 


  The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers (any edition)

Johnson, James Weldon
 
  The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man 




  English Dictionary (College edition)

  Handouts
Course Requirements:

3 Short papers (2-4 pages including diagnostic essay)

2 Revisions

2 Workshops—Peer Review

1 Research Project:

1 Research Prospectus

1 Annotated Bibliography

1 Research Paper (10 pages)

2 Personal conferences

Quizzes

Journal (for in-class writing assignments)

Final Exam

This course aims to perfect the writing skills you developed in EN 101, and to introduce you to literary analysis.  It is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing short to medium length expository essays and in writing from sources.  The course will emphasize skills required for research writing such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing.  The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multi-source research paper of substantial length. Writing improves with practice and by analyzing good prose models, like the ones we will read and discuss in this course.  

Course Objectives (in addition to those goals listed by the English Department)

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text.

2.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 

      free writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition,   

     persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills

9.   To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.

· to develop a proficiency in writing, including a critical analysis of a literary work and the completion of a literary research paper

Papers:
All papers must be typed and double-spaced without using unnecessarily large margins or fonts.  When requested, your papers will be turned in on time in class or via Web CT.  The research paper is standardized (10 sources and 2500 words min).  Research papers must be completed by the due date.  No Exceptions. Your research paper is necessary to complete this course.
Be prepared to bring in multiple hard copies of your essays during the workshop sessions.  At least two of your papers will be revised in workshop.  Good revisions will improve your grade.  Remember, all your work must be your own!  Any plagiarized papers or assignments (papers copied from someone else, a text, or the Internet) will receive an “F” grade and/or removal from this course!
Grading Scale:


A
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

B
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner


C
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter

D
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work

F
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given

Writing Standards [from General Catalog]

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

INCOMPLETES/WITHDRAWALS

Chaminade students have the option of withdrawing from this or any course provided they do either before or by the deadline.  Your professor is not responsible for providing you with the appropriate forms to apply for a “W,”  nor are we able to extend the date if you miss the deadline.  Please speak to me as soon as possible if you believe you should withdraw from this course.

According to Chaminade University’s general catalog, an incomplete is only issued if a student “Did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control… Prior to reporting of grades a contract must be made between the student and the instructor for the completion of the course.”  Incompletes are neither automatically rendered nor encouraged for minor issues.

Note: If you require additional assistance to meet course requirements, please see me.

Plagiarism:
Submitting someone else’s writing as your own, copying partial or entire texts from published and unpublished sources, or even paraphrasing material without acknowledging the author, is a serious breach of academic honesty.  I will not tolerate any acts of plagiarism in this course.  According to the Chaminade General Catalog, “Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the EVPP and may range from an ‘F’ grade for the work in question to an ‘F’ for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.”  You will fail this course if you plagiarize any materials.
Workshops:
During workshops, fellow classmates will offer constructive criticism on your papers. You will meet in small groups and review each other’s essays. Workshops are designed to teach you how to revise and correct writing assignments.  Workshop attendance is mandatory.  Missing one workshop will count as missing two classes.

Personal Conferences: Personal conferences offer you an opportunity to discuss your progress in this course. In the first conference we will assess your research topic and focus your thesis.  The second conference will assess your work as we near the end of the term.  Do not limit yourself to these two conferences.  Feel free to see me during my office hours if you have any issues you wish to discuss outside of class.

Journals:
You will keep a journal to record any questions or impressions you have while reading.  Making notes as you read will help you form ideas and themes that can be used in your papers and in our class discussions.  Your journal will also be used for all in-class writing assignments or quizzes, so remember to bring it to each class meeting!

Class participation is important (especially during workshops); therefore, attendance is mandatory.  
If you are late more than three times, your final grade will be lowered!
More than two unexcused absences will lower your final mark by one grade!

All mobile phones must be turned off during class or I will confiscate them!

ENGL 102 03
Syllabus (schedule subject to changes)
Week



Assignment

	Wk 1— Aug 25-29


 


	 Orientation
Diagnostic essay (Essay #1)
Reader: “Introduction: How to Read and Write Critically” (1-35); 

“My Hips, My Caderas,” (61); “The Bald Individualist” (71); 

“Never Too Buff” (45)

Assessment tool

	Wk 2- Sept 1- 5
	Sept 1st —Labor Day No Class!

Using Web CT 

Handbook: “How Do You Read and Think Critically” (Ch 10)

Reader: “Hailing While Black” (437); “Are You a Terrorist, or Do you Play one on TV?” (475); “You Can’t Judge a Crook by His Color” (482-487); “The Return of the Melting Pot” (501) 



	Wk 3-Sept Sept 8-12


	Grammar Review— verb tense, subject/verb agreement; paragraph structure 

Reader: “Family: Idea, Institution, and Controversy (211);  “A New Generation is Leading the Way” (512);  “A (Mild) Defense of Luxury” (126)

HB: How Do You Revise, Edit and Proofread? (Ch 5) 
Sept 10th—Essay #2 due! Submit multiple copies for peer review

	Wk 4- Sept 15-19

	Sept 15th—Workshop: Peer Review of Essay #2 

Fiction—

James Weldon Johnson, The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man 

Choosing a Research Topic

HB “How Do you Find and Explore a Topic? (Ch 2)

Drafting Research Prospectus for the research paper

Revision of Essay #2 due! Sept 19th!

	Wk 5- Sept 22-26
	Fiction

Complete Johnson’s The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man
Conducting Research 

HB: “How Do you Design a Research Project?” (Ch 46)

 Research Methodology—What is a prospectus? 

HB: “How Do you Find Information?” (Ch 47)

Grammar Review— Punctuation, Fragments & Comma Splices

	Wk 6- Sept 29-Oct 3
	Oct 1st—Personal conferences re assessment

Using MLA style documentation (Ch 53)

Writing an Annotated Bibliography
Library presentation—Information Skills

HB: MLA style “Works Cited” page—(832)Review sample bibliographies and annotated bibliographies)



	Wk 7- Oct 6-10
	HB: Citations: MLA style (787-790)

HB: Sample MLA paper (821)

Grammar Review—Quotation marks; documenting sources; italics and capitalization 

Oct 10th— Research prospectus due!

	Wk 8- Oct 13-17
	Oct 13th—Discovers’ Day—No Class!

Library and Internet Research Project

Oct 17th! —Annotated bibliography due!

	Wk 9- Oct 20-24
	Research Paper Library Project

HB: What is Documentation? (Ch 52)
Grammar Review— Punctuation, and paragraph structures for research paper 



	Wk 10- Oct 27-31
	In-class review research paper drafts (this may extend beyond one  class meeting)

Grammar Review—Transitions; review

subject-verb agreement 

 Research Paper due Oct 31st! No Late Papers accepted after today!

	Wk 11- Nov 3-7
	Approaching Poetry

Handouts—Poems: TBA

Nov 7th! Personal Conferences re assessment!
Last Day to Drop Courses—Nov 7th!

	Wk 12— Nov 10-14
	Humor and Satire

Reader: “The Ugly Truth About Beauty” (75-77); “A Man’s Guide to Slimming Couture,” (79-80); “Why Do We Get to Laugh at Fat Guys?,” (80-82); “The Beauty of Symmetry” (83-84)

Essay #3 Due! Nov 14th!



	Wk 13— Nov 17-21
	Workshop—Peer Review of Essay #3

Punctuation and grammar exercises
Revision of Essay #3 Due! Nov 21st!

	Wk 14— Nov 24-28
	Collegiate Sports
Reader: “Unpaid Professionals” (409); “A Whole New Ball Game?” (418); “Point/Counterpoint—Title IX: The Battle of the Sexes Continues” (433)
Nov 24-26th —Maui Invitational
Nov 27—28th—Thanksgiving Recess—No Classes!

	Wk 15- Dec 1-5
	 Summary Wrap-up

Review for final exam




