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EN 101-01 Syllabus—Introduction to Expository Writing
Chaminade University	Fall 2008
TTh 9:30-10:50 AM		F 250
Dr. Tiffany Thomas		206 L Henry Hall
	Office Hours: MWTTh—11-12 PM, and by appointment
Email: tiffany.thomas@chaminade.edu
Phone: 440-4213

Course Description: 
This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays. The course instructs the basics of organization, clear expression, and use of Standard Edited American English. We will identify and examine rhetorical modes in expository essays and a novella. 
Required Texts: 
Selby, Norwood, et. al., Writing Simplified: A Composition Guide
Munger, David, ed., 80 Readings for Composition
Ihimaera, Witi, Whale Rider
Video: 
Caro, Niki, Whale Rider (2003)
Course Requirements:
4 Short Papers (3 pages)
2 Revisions
1 Diagnostic Essay
Workshops—Peer Review
Personal Conferences
Final Exam
Papers: 
All papers must be typed and double-spaced (MLA). I do not accept late papers. 
Workshops:
Peer-review workshops emphasize constructive criticism. You will exchange your work with peers in small groups and review each other’s essays. Peer-review helps the revision process and is mandatory. Missing one workshop will count as missing two classes. 
Personal Conferences:
Personal conferences provide an opportunity to meet and discuss your progress with me. Come prepared with a hardcopy of your most recent work. We will assess your writing style, thesis development, paragraph unity, academic tone, and logical progression. Additionally, I encourage you to drop by my office during office hours when you have questions or concerns that were not addressed in class. 
Class Participation:
Class attendance and participation is mandatory. Class discussions, in-class writing assignments, and group discussions are significant. If you are late more than three times your grade will be affected. More than two unexcused absences will lower your final mark by one grade. Mobile phones must be silenced.
Assessed Work (100% total):
Class Participation: 10%
1 Diagnostic Essay, In-class writing, worksheets: 10%
4 Short Papers (3 pages each): 15% each
Final Exam: 20%
Grading Scale:
“A” Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative
“B” Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner
“C” Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter
“D” Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of
prerequisite course work
“F” Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given
Writing Standards (from General Catalog):
1. Written assignments should correctly use the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.
2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.
3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.
4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.
5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.
Student Learning Outcomes:
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors
2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors
3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text
a. To demonstrate thesis sentences
b. To demonstrate topic sentences
c. To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences
d. To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples
4. To demonstrate an organizational development in the written text
a. To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph
b. To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph
c. To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/between paragraphs) in a written text
5. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division)
a. To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own. The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the sources is always mandatory.
2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.
3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own.
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.
Schedule (subject to change):
	Week 1: 8/25-29
	Orientation; Diagnostic Essay Questions—What are your academic aims? Writing Simplified, “Overview: The Process of Writing” (sections 1-9)

	Week 2: 9/1-5
	9/1: Labor Day (no classes; offices closed); WS, “Prewriting: Where to Begin” (sections 10-19); 80 Readings for Composition, William Safire, “The Perfect Paragraph” (36); Kurt Vonnegut, “How to Write with Style” (39)

	Week 3: 9/8-12
	WS, “Writing Effective Paragraphs” (sections 20-27); Readings: Donald M. Murray, “The Maker’s Eye: Revising Your Own Manuscript” (43); *Paper #1 Due 9/11* (Submit 3 copies for peer review)

	Week 4: 9/15-19
	WS, “Essays: What to Write About” (sections 28-40); Readings, D.H. Lawrence, “Pornography” (135); Margaret Atwood, “Pornography” (139); *Revision #1 Due 9/18*

	Week 5: 9/22-26
	WS, “Writing: How to Use Strategies for Paragraph and Essay Development” (sections41-53); Readings, D.T. Suzuki, “What is Zen?” (204); *Paper #2 Due 9/25* (Submit 3 copies for peer review)

	Week 6: 9/29-10/3
	WS, “Review: The Writing Process” (sections 54-55); Readings, W.E.B. DuBois, “The Souls of White Folk” (190); William Raspberry, “The Handicap of Definition” (194); *Revision #2 Due 10/2*

	Week 7: 10/6-10
	WS, “The Fine Points” (sections 56-60); Readings, Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal” (217); *Paper #3 Due 10/9* (submit 3 copies for peer review)

	Week 8: 10/13-17
	10/13: Discoverers’ Day (no classes; offices closed); WS, “Elements of Style” (sections 61-64); Readings, Thomas Jefferson, “The Declaration of Independence” (234); Abraham Lincoln, “Gettysburg Address” (238)

	Week 9: 10/20-24
	WS, “Other Writing Situations” (sections 65-66); Readings, Tom Regan, “Animal Rights, Human Wrongs” (274); Stephen Rose, “Proud to be a Speciesist” (280)

	Week 10: 10/27-31
	Introduction to Poetry: Sonnets, Free verse, Narrative Sequence Poem, Rhyme, Structure, Format, Music of the Line; Experiment with writing and reading poetry in a workshop setting

	Week 11: 11/3-7
	Drafting Resumes: Uses and Application; Letters of Application, references

	Week 12: 11/10-14
	11/11: Veterans’ Day observed (no classes; offices closed); Novella: Witi Ihimaera, Whale Rider

	Week 13: 11/17-21
	Whale Rider continued…

	Week 14: 11/24-28
	11/24-26: Maui Invitational; 11/27-28: Thanksgiving Recess (no classes: offices closed); Video—film version of Whale Rider

	Week 15: 12/1-5
	Compare and Contrast exercise on novel and film; Review for final exam





 
