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EN 255-01 Syllabus—Short Story and Novel
Chaminade University
Fall 2008

MWF 10:00-10:50 AM
Henry 202
Dr. Tiffany Thomas

206 L Henry Hall


Office Hours: MWTTh—11-12 AM, and by appointment

Email: tiffany.thomas@chaminade.edu
Phone: 440-4213
Course Description: 

This survey course will examine the short story and the novel form. Through class discussions and critical analysis, we will determine how traditional and contemporary types of literature approach themes like cultural differences, class and society, man against nature, and gender relations. In addition, you will analyze literary styles and develop your research and writing skills as we begin to understand the fundamentals of critical theory. Class discussions are vital; therefore class attendance is mandatory.
Required Texts: 

Joseph F. Trimmer, et. al., eFictions
Henry James, The Portrait of a Lady
Ernest Hemingway, The Old Man and the Sea
Laura Esquivel, Like Water for Chocolate
Course Requirements:

2 Short Papers (3-5 pages)

1 Midterm
1 Prospectus including Bibliography
1 Final Essay Exam (6+ pages)
Personal Conference
1 Group Project
Class Participation

Quizzes

Course Objectives (in addition to those listed by the English Department):

· To improve critical reading and analytical skills developed in EN 101 and EN 102

· To identify two types of genres of literature

· To effectively examine and discuss literary themes and concepts

· To develop the skills necessary to deliver in-class presentations on literary subjects

· To enhance the skills necessary to successfully execute academic research papers
Papers: 

All papers must be typed and double-spaced (MLA), including your final exam which will be a take-home essay. I do not accept late papers. 

Personal Conferences:

Personal conferences provide an opportunity to meet and discuss your progress with me. Come prepared with a hardcopy of your most recent work. Additionally, I encourage you to drop by my office during office hours when you have questions or concerns that were not addressed in class. 

Class Participation:

Class attendance and participation is mandatory. If you are late more than three times your grade will be affected. More than two unexcused absences will lower your final mark by one grade. Mobile phones must be silenced.

Assessed Work (100% total):
Class Participation: 10%

Midterm: 10%

Prospectus/Bibliography: 10%

2 Short Papers (3-5 pages each): 15% each

Final Exam: 30%

Group Project: 10%

Grading Scale:

“A” Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

“B” Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner

“C” Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter

“D” Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of

prerequisite course work

“F” Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given

Writing Standards (from General Catalog):

1. Written assignments should correctly use the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.
Group Project: Everyone will participate in a group project which requires analyzing a literary theme and preparing an in-class presentation for our discussion. Students will be divided up into small groups and will prepare an outline for the class. Your actual presentation should be imaginative and inventive as you critically examine themes and issues relevant to this course.
Midterm: You will take an in-class midterm to assess your ability to identify and analyze the works we examine in this course. The midterm will be a mixed format—multiple choice and short essay questions.

As with any course you take during your academic career, you are encouraged to take notes during lectures and keep a record of your thoughts, impressions, or questions for further inquiry and independent research. Your notes can spark thought in our discussions.
Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own. The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the sources is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own.

Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.

Schedule (subject to change):

	Week 1: 8/25-29
	Orientation; eFictions:  “Introduction”; “Reading and Writing About Short Stories”; Kate Chopin “The Story of an Hour” (1-16)

	Week 2: 9/1-5
	9/1: Labor Day (no classes; offices closed)
Paired Stories: Point of View: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” and William Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (115-129)

	Week 3: 9/8-12
	The Artist & Art: John Barth, “Lost in the Funhouse” (221-237)

	Week 4: 9/15-19
	Magical Realism: Gabriel Garcia Marquez, “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” (399-404); *Essay #1 Due 9/19*

	Week 5: 9/22-26
	Terror & Violence: Franz Kafka, “In the Penal Colony” (567-585)

	Week 6: 9/29-10/3
	Men & Women: Nadine Gordimer, “Town and Country Lovers” (417-430)

	Week 7: 10/6-10
	The Individual & Society: Fay Weldon, “Pumpkin Pie” (847-853); Midterm review; *Midterm Exam 10/10*

	Week 8: 10/13-17
	10/13: Discoverers’ Day (no classes; offices closed); James Joyce, “The Dead” (537-565)

	Week 9: 10/20-24
	Twentieth-Century Novel: Ernest Hemingway, The Old Man and the Sea (first published 1952); *Essay #2 Due 10/24*

	Week 10: 10/27-31
	Nineteenth-Century Novel: Henry James, The Portrait of a Lady (first published 1881)

	Week 11: 11/3-7
	Henry James, The Portrait of a Lady

	Week 12: 11/10-14
	11/11: Veterans’ Day observed (no classes; offices closed). Group Projects

	Week 13: 11/17-21
	Twentieth-Century Novel: Laura Esquivel, Like Water for Chocolate (first published 1994); Film

	Week 14: 11/24-28
	11/24-26: Maui Invitational; 11/27-28: Thanksgiving Recess (no classes: offices closed); eFictions, “The Research Process” (30-32), Sample Research Paper (33-45); *Prospectus & Bibliography Due 11/26*

	Week 15: 12/1-5
	Review for Final Research Exam; Group Projects


