
                                                                                                                                Edelson 1
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English 101-05/Fall 2008

Introduction to Expository Writing

T/Th  9:30-10:50 a.m. 

Contact:

Office: Henry 206F

Office Hours: T/Th 12:30-2:00

                       
and by appointment  

email: cedelson@chaminade.edu
Phone: 739-8533 ext. 533

Forensic Fictions

Course Description: 

The purpose of this course is to develop the critical reading, writing, and research skills essential for postsecondary academic scholarship. Working under the theme “Forensic Fictions,” we shall analyze and interpret a series of texts that dramatize applications of science and deduction to criminal investigation.  We are aided in our exploration of these texts by the short essays collected in Reading Critically, Writing Well (Axelrod, Cooper, and Warriner), Poe’s The Gold-Bug and Other Tales, and short stories available online and on reserve in the Sullivan Library.  Writing assignments in this course will focus upon short narrative and expository essays. We shall also concentrate upon various research and writing methods, including but not limited to the writing basics of organized and clear expression. 
Course Objectives:

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to demonstrate:

--the ability to develop and express ideas in a clear and logical manner, using a variety of critical reading, writing, and thinking skills  

--a command of a variety of research resources, such as the library and the Internet

--the ability to correctly format and document an essay using MLA or APA style

--the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.
--paragraph and essay development in a written text.
Specific examples include: 

--thesis sentences
--topic sentences.
--clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.
--logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

--organizational development in a written text.
Such as: 

-- effective introductory paragraph.
-- effective concluding paragraph.
-- use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 
--pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, free writing, and listing.
--the ability to identify and apply a variety of rhetorical writing techniques (rhetorical approaches shall include narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, and division).

--logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
--a greater understanding of one’s self and her/his relationship to the world in which we live.

Required Texts:
Three books are required for this course. They are available in the Chaminade University Bookstore and should be purchased before the second class meeting.

1.  Axelrod, Cooper, and Warriner. Reading Critically, Writing Well: A Reader and Guide (8th edition). 

2. Faigley, Lester.  The Brief Penguin Handbook. 

2.  Poe, Edgar Allan. The Gold-Bug and Other Tales.
*Additional required readings will be available via WebCT, library reserve, and/or the Internet.  

Course Requirements and Expectations:

Students are expected to: 

-- arrive on time.

-- complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates.

-- offer thoughtful contributions to class discussion. Being a good discussant includes listening and responding respectfully to comments from all class participants.  

--have all cell phones, ipods and other such technology turned off during the class.

--remain in the classroom for the entirety of each class session. Students who leave during class will be considered absent. 

**Frequent absences and/or lateness will adversely affect your grade. 

More than three unexcused absences will result in a lowering of the final course grade. Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class will be withdrawn from the course. The course requirements include five formal essays, a final exam, and a variety of informal writings and occasional quizzes.  In-class assignments may not be made up or turned in late.  As this course emphasizes writing as a process, drafts form an integral part of each assigned essay; failure to participate in revision workshops or drafting exercises will adversely affect your final grade.

Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2008-09 General Catalogue.

I am available for consultation during my office hours, by email, or by appointment.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.

Essay Guidelines:

Essays are due at the beginning of class on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. 

All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title. 

Final essays must include all drafts with commentary from the revision workshops, and any in-class writing that has helped to form the essay. 

Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and turn in all essays and major projects in order to pass this course.  
Grading Standards:
A  Superior

Work that uses an assignment as the occasion for a piece of writing compelling enough to engage readers on its own terms.  It presents an individual insight or viewpoint with enough fullness and cogency to command readers’ respect, if not their assent. It complements its fresh thought by creating a distinctive voice through aptly chosen words and through sentences both grammatically accurate and rhetorically sophisticated.

B  Good

Work that responds to assignment guidelines with clear competence. Usually lacking A work’s fresh thought or approach or its compelling development, B work nevertheless demonstrates its author’s ability to respond intelligently to an assignment’s demands, to structure and focus writing clearly, to select significant details and examples and to organize them effectively, to choose words accurately, and to revise sentences for conciseness and emphasis.

C Fair

Work that is entirely adequate but not more. C work meets the assignment’s specifications, has a serviceable structure, and provides enough elaboration with appropriate examples or analysis to make its intent understandable.  Its sentences are almost always grammatically correct and reasonably varied, its paragraphs usually coherent.  Nevertheless, C work lacks the sharp focus, the full and purposeful development, or the stylistic awareness necessary for a higher grade.

D Poor

Work that is clearly inadequate in at least one way.  Although D work may demonstrate competence in other facets, its strengths will be outweighed by one or two pervasive weaknesses:  failure to engage meaningfully an important aspect of the writing task or to maintain a focus; skimpy or illogical development; significant errors in grammar or persistent lack of subordination; repeated distracting errors in mechanics or in idiom.

F  Failure

Work that fails to respond acceptably to an assignment.

Distribution:
Attendance and Participation (Quizzes, Homework, In-Class Writings, Discussion) 10%

Short Diagnostic Essay (in-class) 5% 

Formal Essay #1 10%

Formal Essay #2 15%

Formal Essay #3 15%

Formal Essay #4 15%

Formal Essay #5 20%

Final Exam 10%

Grading Scale: 

A= 90-100% 

B= 80-89% 

C= 70-79% 

D= 60-69% 

F= 0-59% 

Schedule of Assignments:

(Subject to revision)
*Reading assignments must be completed before class on the day listed.

**Unless otherwise indicated, all readings are from Reading Critically, Writing Well (RCWW).

***Additional Readings TBA

Week 1

Tuesday 8/26:  Introductions; syllabus review; Assignment #1—Students must email me from their Chaminade email accounts by the third class session

Thursday 8/28:  In-class screening

Week 2

Monday 9/1: Labor Day Holiday
Tuesday 9/2: Conclude Screening 

Last day to add or drop classes and receive 75% refund
Thursday 9/4: In-Class Writing

Week 3 

Tuesday 9/9: Poe, The Murders in the Rue Morgue; RCWW Chapter 1, pgs. 1-69
Thursday 9/11: Formal Essay #1 
Week 4 
Tuesday 9/16: RCWW pgs. 83-103
Thursday 9/18: RCWW pgs. 104-157
Week 5 

Tuesday 9/23: RCWW 224-239
Thursday 9/25: Doyle, “The Norwood Builder” (available online and on-reserve)

Week 6 
Tuesday 9/30: RCWW 240-279

Thursday 10/2: Screen Sherlock Holmes Mysteries
Week 7

Tuesday 10/7: Freeman, The Blue Sequin (available online and on reserve)
Thursday 10/9: Formal Essay #2 Due; Screen The X-Files 
Week 8 

Monday 10/13:  Discoverers’ Day Holiday
Tuesday 10/14: Discussion; RCWW 326-349

Thursday 10/16: Freeman, The Blue Sequin (available online and on reserve); 

RCWW 350-371

Week 9 
Tuesday 10/21: Screen The X-Files; RCWW 326-349 
Thursday 10/23: RCWW 380-400
Week 10 

Tuesday 10/28: RCWW 401-412
Thursday 10/30: Formal Essay #3 Due; RCWW 413-435
Week 11 

Tuesday 11/4: RCWW 453-463 and 470-478
Thursday 11/6: RCWW 478-491; Screen CSI
Friday 11/7: Last day to apply for C/NC option; Last day to Withdraw from classes
Week 12 

Tuesday 11/11: Veteran’s Day Holiday/ No Class Meeting 

Thursday 11/13: Screen Wire in the Blood
Week 13 
Tuesday 11/18: Draft Workshop

Thursday 11/20: Formal Essay #4 Due
Week 14 
Tuesday 11/25: TBA
Thursday 11/27: Thanksgiving Holiday/ No Class Meeting

Week 15 
Tuesday 12/2: Formal Essay #5 Due
Thursday 12/4: Review for final exam; Conclusions

Final Exam

Monday 12/8 

3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Location: TBA

