RE 324 01: Sexuality in Christian Life
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

FALL 2008
TIME:


2-4:50 p.m., Wednesday

INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.

PHONE:

739-8536

OFFICE:

Henry Hall 206Q

OFFICE HOURS:
T/W/R 10 a.m. to noon, and by appointment
E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Grabowski, John. Sex and Virtue: An Introduction to Sexual Ethics. Washington, D.C.: Catholic University Press, 2003.
Lawler, Michael G. Marriage and Sacrament: A Theology of Christian Marriage. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1993.


Popcak, Gregory Ph. D. Holy Sex: A Catholic Guide to Toe-Curling, Mind-Blowing, Infallible Loving. New York: Crossroad Publishing, 2008.
New American Bible or any standard Bible version.

Recommended Text:

Cahill, Lisa Sowle. Between the Sexes: Foundations for a Christian Ethics of Sexuality. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will explore the meaning of adult life as based upon a sacramental perspective. Students will examine the paradigm of Jesus as Sacrament and the human response to that image in adult life. They will determine what the Christian view regarding married and single life in order to make informed choices regarding human sexuality, and moral and social responsibilities. They will evaluate differing views regarding human behavior and lifestyles as consistent with or in opposition to a sacramental understanding of human life.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES

The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course develops further are:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions; (developed)

3. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition; (introduction)

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values. (developed)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

· Describe the scriptural, spiritual and historical visions of human sexuality as rooted in the perspective of the covenant and beatitudes, and the subsequent effect on human choices; (PLO 1, 3)

· Compare and contrast varying views regarding marriage and human sexuality. (PLO 5)

· Use theological reflection, engaging biblical resources and other sources in dialogue, to determine potential Christian responses to contemporary issues in sexuality. (PLO 3, 5)

Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy
Educate for formation in faith;

Provide for an integral quality education;

Educate for family spirit;

Educate for service, justice and peace; and,

Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, e ducare, means to lead out from. To educate means to begin where persons are individually then lead them to a future locus of where they become. 

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life. This course will encourage students to grow in knowledge about the issue, develop a learning and respectful attitude, apply concepts to personal and professional life, and evaluate critically our societal norms in comparison and contrast with Christian ones.
REQUIREMENTS:

Students are expected to:

· attend class regularly;

· read required text assignments;

· participate in group discussions in class;

· do additional research as required;

· complete all assignments on time. Points will be deducted for late work if the student does not inform the instructor in advance.

GRADING:

Grading will be based on class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, exams, participation, effort, and final paper.  The final paper must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style.  Style must be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. 

Points will be deducted from assignments that are turned in late unless arrangements have been made IN ADVANCE and APPROVED by the instructor.

Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

CATEGORIES:

 
Total points possible 

Class Participation and Attendance:

30 points

A=90-100 points

Reflective assignments part one:

30 points

B=80-89 points
Final Project (includes journal part two):
30 points 

C=70-79 points


Mid-term exam


30 points

D=63-69 points
Final Exam:


30 points

F<63 points






100 total points
           

Class participation and attendance

1. Class participation consists of actively engaging in discussions, submitting a weekly comment or question, and occasional in-class writing assignments. 

2. Attendance is required for all classes. If a student cannot attend class, contact the instructor as soon as possible via email or phone. Excused absences will require the completion of an additional assignment.

An excused absence must be verified or verifiable, and consists of illness, family or personal emergency, accident, military orders, or deemed as such at the discretion of the instructor. If you are uncertain whether the absence constitutes an excused one, discuss it with the instructor. 
NOTE: Since this class meets once weekly, more than one unexcused absence will automatically lower student’s overall grade by one letter, even if all other assignments and test scores add up to a higher grade.

Mid-Term and Final Exams

The format for these exams will be short-answer essay. 

Reflective assignments:

Students will keep a journal for this class. All reflective assignments will be included in the journal. There are two types of reflective assignments.
Part one

1. The first is based on the readings or material within the class. Each week, students are to write either a comment or question based on the readings. The instructor also may assign a question or other activity for the weekly reflective assignment.

Part two
2. The other reflective assignment will be based on the final project. See below for the final project activity. If a student selects to do research, the student will keep a research log.

Date all your entries. The journal will be collected periodically, without notice and randomly.

Final Project Option: Service Learning or Research

Students have an option to either complete a service-learning project or a research paper. In both instances, a journal must be kept indicating.
Service Learning – Paper and Journal

· Register online using this url

· http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=nVsjlq_2fkJal7Zw1urbo8_2fQ_3d_3d

· NO FORMS, NO CREDIT!

· Students will keep a log of activity and hours worked. You must work for a minimum of 15 hours. You may not use the 15 hours for this class and another one but you may use the same project for more than one course adding the necessary hours to meet the requirements for both courses.

· Students will keep a journal. After each day’s service, students will write a reflection on how that day’s activity affected them and a connection with the course’s content during that week. The journal must be dated to coincide with the student log. 

· Students participating in service learning will write a final paper of 7-8 pages that integrates the material learned in class with the service learning activity.

· Paper is due Nov. 26.

Points will be allotted as follows:

· 0-20 points for paper that describes the work, correlates the course content and presents examples of personal and professional growth. Significant grammar and spelling errors will lower grade.

· 0-10 points for overall hours and requisite log and evaluation from supervisor submitted to Candice Sakuda.

Team Research Paper –
· Students will suggest or select a person with whom to work on a project. 

· The team will select one of a variety of topics in the area of human sexuality, including but not limited to gender issues and marriage. 

· Each person in the team will keep a log of research activities indicating when and what research material was gathered. WIKIPEDIA is not allowed as a resource. In the journal, write the citation for the article, book or web site. Below your citation, write a brief 2-3 paragraph summary of the content. Add 1-2 paragraphs that indicate your reaction to the content you read. Each person in the team will indicate in the personal journal what particular work done for the project.
· Final paper of a minimum of 10 pages will include a thesis statement and supporting evidence. The team will complete together only ONE paper.
· Outline or preliminary draft is due Oct. 15; second draft is due Nov. 5. 
· Final paper is due Nov. 26.
Points will be allotted as follows:

· 0-20 points for the final paper that includes thesis statement or main point, supporting evidence, and correct citations. Significant grammar and spelling errors will lower grade. Plagiarism will result in either a rewrite or a failing grade for the course.
· 0-10 points for individual work as indicated in journal.
COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision)


	Date
	  Course content
	Assignment(s) for next class
Handouts will be given at discretion of instructor.

	Aug. 27
	Introduction to course and its content
	Read:
Leviticus in the Old Testament chapters 17-20

and

Deuteronomy chapter 21:10-14; 22:13-23:1; 24:1-5; 25:5-10
http://www.usccb.org/bible
(in case you don’t have a Bible)



	Sept. 3
	The source of Christian morality, including sexual virtue – the Bible
Sex in the Bible video
	Written assignment for journal – locate one of the stories in the video and read it. What is your reaction to the story?

Read:
Virtue – Chapter 1

Holy – Intro and chapter 1

	Sept. 10
	Law, beatitude, which is more relevant to developing sexual virtue? 
	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 2
Marriage – Chapter 1

	Sept. 17
	Sex as Covenantal – a paradigm for relationships
Bring a bible to class if you have one.
	Written assignment – Select one of the biblical passages on page 34 for ‘azab and one of the passages on page 35/36 for the term dabaq. Did the reading help you to better understand relationships between men and women? If yes, how? If no, why not?

Read:
Virtue – Chapter 3
Holy – Chapters 2 and 3

	Sept. 24
	 Becoming – an infallible lover
	Virtue – Chapter 4
Holy – Chapter 4

	Oct. 1
	Chastity is more than a belt
	Holy – Chapters 5, 6, 7

Marriage – Chapter 2, 3, 4

	Oct. 8
	Sex as Holy, Sacramental and rooted in God’s love
	Written assignment: How might a person’s moral development influence to what extent that one is capable of loving others?

Virtue – Chapter 5
Holy – Chapter 8

	Oct. 15
	Sex Unites
	Virtue – Chapter 6
Holy – Chapter 9

	Oct. 22
	To be determined
	

	Oct. 29
	TBD
	

	Nov. 5
	Sex Creates
	Read
Humanae Vitae

	Nov. 12
	Is it only about sex? Other issues involved in sexuality
	

	Nov. 19
	Is it only about sex? Other issues involved in sexuality
	

	Nov. 26
	Discussions about papers and service learning
	

	Dec. 3
	Review
	

	Dec. 8

Monday

3-5 p.m.
	Final Exam
	


1

