COURSE RE/PH425 – RELIGION, SCIENCE & THE MODERN PROSPECT – FALL, 2008

Instructor:  David Anderson    (Home:  947-8922 – Humanities Office:  Henry 206 – P / #735-4867)

[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu]                    Main Campus:  Eiban 108-A / M-W-F:  1400-1450 

Office Hours:  M-W-F:  1000-1100 & 1500-1600 / T-TH:  1130-1230                         3 credit course

Catalogue Description: 
This course probes the developing interface between religion and science in the

modern period.  Special attention is given to major ideas and issues in the natural

and social sciences, drawing out their religious implications.  The course is

designed to help students in the philosophical construction of their own worldviews,

in realization that science and religion need not be viewed as separate arenas locked 

in conflict, but rather as dialogue partners sharing domains of mutual interest:  the

universe, the earth, humanity and an array of challenging prospects for the future. 
This course advocates for students to become globally aware and ethically engaged
citizens, valuing the vision and insights of significant scientists and religionists.  
Goal:  to survey the spheres of science and religion in light of modernity, and to advocate for 
formulation of a coherent world picture which does justice to both. Varied dimensions 
of reality will be examined through the eyes of scientists and theologians in hopes of 
attaining that enhanced perception which issues forth in a globally aware, ethically engaged 
and spiritually empowered humanity.  Students will engage both the knowledge and culture 
of modernity, with some critique thereof, and assess future prospects for mutuality between 
the fields of science and religion.

Objectives:

1) to examine the tensive relation religion and science, noting the parameters for dialogue

    between them, yet cognizant of their attendant limitations and appropriate differentials

2) to weigh the contributions of significant scientists and religionists in the modern period,

    as well as the movements and agendas associated with their insights and efforts

3) to conjoin the natural and social sciences with diverse religious perspectives to help form

    a foundational worldview that is both religiously meaningful and scientifically sound 

4) to survey the cosmos in both macro and micro dimensions, advocating for the collective,

    co-operative and continuing quest for truth, goodness and beauty – essential components

    of true humanism and enduring religion    

5) to acknowledge human beings as participants in a cosmic process which values both the

    physical and the spiritual, the earthly and the heavenly, the one and the many, the human 

    and the non-human, the temporal and the eternal.

Requirements:

1) presence for class sessions as scheduled for the semester

2) reading of course texts and other materials relevant to the course of study

3) satisfactory completion of course exams and projects

Recommendations:

1) notebook for recording information during class presentations and assigned readings

2) research and reading of extra materials relevant to the course content

3) active participation in this enterprise of interdisciplinary & collaborative learning  
Date
  Day
   Class     Class Material


_






8/25
  M
   1
Introduction
8/27
  W
   2
Worldviews & Holistic Education
8/29
   F
   3
Enlightenment & Evolution
[handouts]







9/1
  M
   
Labor Day (Holiday – No Class)

9/3         W
   4
Contrast:  Medieval vs Modern Worldviews
9/5
   F
   5
Film:  Cosmic Voyage







   

9/8
  M
   6
Relationship of Religion & Science:  History & Models  [handouts]

9/10
  W
   7
The Sciences  [handouts] 

9/12
   F
   8
The Religions










9/15  
  M
   9
The Story of Evolution
9/17
  W
  10
The Human & The Anthropic Principle [handouts] /  4th Week Quiz
9/19
   F
  11
Planetization











9/22
  M
  12
Film:  The Global Brain  /  The White Whole in Time
9/24
  W
  13
Group Discussions  [handouts]
9/26
   F
  14
The Planetary Future










9/29
  M
  15
Intelligent Design:  Contemporary Debate  [handouts]
10/1 
  W
  16
Science & The New Atheism 

10/3
   F
  17
Earth Charter  [handouts]









10/6
  M
  18
United Nations Charter  [handouts]
10/8
  W
  19
Review
10/10
   F
  20
Mid-Course Exam I









10/13     M
  
Discoverers’ Day (Holiday – No Class)






10/15
  W
  21
Declaration of Human Rights  [handouts]
10/17
   F
  22
The Altruistic Species vs The Selfish Gene  [handouts]





10/20
  M
  23
Group Discussions
10/22
  W
  24
UN Day  [handouts]
10/24
   F  
  25
Rights:  Human / Animal / Planetary
 [handouts]






10/27
  M
  26
Film:  An Inconvenient Truth


10/29
  W
  27
Theology:  Genesis  [handouts]
10/31
   F
  28
Introduction of Cosmic Christology







11/3
  M
  29
Jesus & Evolution  [handouts]
11/5
  W
  30
Evil & Death / Original Sin & People of the Lie
11/7
   F
  31
Hinduism & Science  [handouts]







11/10     M
  32
Buddhism & Science  [handouts]
11/12     W        33
Islam & Science  [handouts] 

11/14
   F
  34
Native American Religions & Science  [handouts]





11/17
  M
  35
Happiness & Hope   [handouts]
11/19
  W
  36
Group Discussions
11/21
   F
  
Thanksgiving Weekend (Holiday – No Class)






11/24     M
  37
Review











11/26
  W
  38
Mid-Course Exam II
11/28
   F
  39
Scientists & Religionists (I)  [handouts]



 



12/1
  M
  40
Scientists & Religionists (II)
12/3
  W
  41
Scientists & Religionists (III)
12/5
   F
  42
Conclusion:  Overview & Evaluation






    Important Notes

Course Texts:
   The Hidden Heart of the Cosmos (Humanity and the New Story).

      
               by Brian Swimme (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 1996)



   Christianity and Science (Toward A Theology of Nature).

                           by John F. Haught (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 2007)

Grading Method: 
40%  mid-course examinations  (20% each exam)  
     5%  4th week quiz   



40%  course portfolio or project


   15%  final exam


       
Class Absences:  If a student misses more than 6 classes during the semester, the highest grade

                             possible becomes a ‘B’.  If there are more than 10 absences, the student is encouraged

                             to withdraw from the course

Student Assignment:
 Each student has the option of submitting either  ‘A’ or ‘B’

A) Worldview Portfolio:  15 page formatted paper (typed, double-spaced)    [due 11/28]


1) Original Title Page


2) Table of Contents  (Sequential Outline of Paper)



3) 10 Page Worldview Presentation   (Selected Quotes for each component of outline, 

    followed by Personal Reflection)


4) Footnotes



5) Bibliography 

B) Course Project: Here the student is invited to engage in a creative enterprise, conceiving some

     visual artifact, audio-visual creation, or literary collection that illustrates the course material

     in an alternate or allied format.  This option requires the prior approval of the professor. This

     option is designed to take the course material to another level.

Class Schedule:   subject presentations may be amended as deemed necessary

Make-up Exams:  administered orally only after submitting an official excuse for failure to be 

                               present at time of written exam

Class Deportment:   students are asked to be in class at the start time with only appropriate course

                                   material at desktop / all cell phones are  to be on silent mode / no getting up or 

                                   walking about during class time / no leaving class without permission

Final Exam:   December 8th – Monday:   1245 – 1445 
Special Note:  Professor Mike Dohm from the CUH Natural Sciences Department  will 
            present some of the scientific components of the course material, sharing

            his professional observations on  relevant areas in our course syllabus.  
We are grateful for Prof. Mike’s presence & scholarship.

                           *   Thank you for your cooperation on all of the above matters  *

