COURSE#63700   CHRISTOLOGY (3 credits)   MPT-MAPL / Summer Evening, 2008

Main Campus:  Wednesdays – 5:30-9:40pm / Henry 106
       Instructor:  David Anderson

[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu ]     [Office:  Henry 206P:  735-4867 / Home: 947-8922]

MAPL CHRISTOLOGY:  An examination of the approaches taken by contemporary 

theologians in discussing Jesus, the Christ, and His significance for Christian faith.

Goal:
To introduce the human Jesus who preached and ministered in the power of the Spirit


and to survey the response and debate that followed in his wake – concerning his person


and work.  Building upon a scriptural database, the course will examine critical


developments in the historical tradition – from patristic through medieval to modern


times.  Consideration will be given to the early christological debates, the conciliar


statements and the various heresies they sought to address. There will be a brief


historical survey of christologies which detail Jesus’ person and work in sometimes


diverse, sometimes complementary ways.  Special emphasis will be given to modern


christological themes and approaches relevant to the contemporary world and its agenda.

Objectives


1) To resource the scriptures and early church tradition in search of the essence of the historical

Jesus, to highlight the preaching and movement of Jesus and the consequential developments 

within his earthly career

2) To weigh the paradox of Christian faith with regard to the dual aspect of Jesus’ person:

the divine and the human – as articulated by reason and proclaimed by faith

3) To trace the development and tension of Christian belief about Jesus as witnessed in the

conciliar debates which established boundaries between orthodoxy and heresy

4) To survey diverse ways and reasons for interpreting Jesus’ person and work with regard to

specific theological themes, such as:  Trinity & soteriology, grace & sin, creation & redemption, eschatology & hope, discipleship & life, liberation & cosmic consummation

      5)
To advance the heritage of Christian theology and belief in light of a contemporary psycho-

social spirituality which focuses on the quest for God and self through the medium of a 

world-embracing ‘humanum’

Requirements:

1) presence & participation in all scheduled classes for this course

2) satisfactory completion of all exams, assignments & projects as given throughout the course

3) submission of a notebook portfolio with regard to course content and personal reflection

Recommendations:

1) completion of assigned readings either before or after each class session

2) research and reading of extra materials relevant to the course content

3) attentive and participative presence to foster a learning attitude and aptitude


Date
Day
Class
Course Material for  RE#637  Christology
7/9
  W
    1
Introduction to Christology




Pre-History of the Historical Jesus




Incarnation: God Becoming Human

7/16
  W
    2
Life & Career / Preaching & Ministry of the Historical Jesus




Death & Resurrection




Film Presentation

7/23
  W
    3
New Testament Proclamation:  Jesus Christ




Synoptic / Pauline / Johannine Interpretations 

7/30
  W
    4
Early Church Development of Doctrine




Heresies, Conciliar Debates & Orthodox Statements

8/6
  W
    5
Developments beyond Ephesus & Chalcedon




Christology in the Middle Ages

8/13
  W
    6
Jesus:  Divine & Human




Reformation to Modern Christologies 

8/20
  W
    7
Mid-Course Exam




Liberation & Feminist Christology

8/27
  W
    8
Ecumenical & Cosmic Christologies

9/3
  W
    9
Christ Yesterday, Today & Forever

Special Christological Questions & Concerns


9/10
  W
   10
Course Overview & Evaluation 

________________    Final Exam








___

Course Text:  Christology (A Biblical, Historical & Systematic Study of Jesus) by Gerald O’Collins




Oxford, UK:  Oxford University Press, 1995.



The Many Faces of Christology by Tyron L. Inbody



Nashville, TN:   Abingdon Press, 2002.

Grading:    25% Mid-Course Exam
 

25%  Class Attendance & Participation

       25%  Final Exam
   


25%  Course Portfolio

