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Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall Day


Aug 25 – Dec 11, 2008

Online
COURSE:      


RE 346-90 01 Influential Women in Christianity
INSTRUCTOR:  

Dr. Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel

OFFICE HOURS:   

Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.

Appointments are welcome.

Henry Hall # 206

Telephone: 735-4822





Email psponsel@chaminade.edu

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:


Joan  Chittister, The Friendship of Women: The Hidden Tradition of the Bible 

Rosemary Radford Ruether, Introducing Redemption in Christian Feminism 

Joan Carroll Cruz, SAINTLY WOMEN OF MODERN TIMES, Pauline book  

Mary T. Malone, WOMEN AND CHRISTIANITY, 

Vol. 1: The First Thousand Years

Vol. 2: From 1000 to the Reformation

Vol. 3: From the Reformation to the 21st Century

Orbis Press

INTRODUCTION:

St. Teresa of Avila

Saint Teresa was born in Avila, Spain, March 28, 1515. She died in Alba, October 4, 1582. …

…On August 15 she fell into a coma so profound that she was thought to be dead. After 4 days she revived, but she remained paralyzed in her legs for 3 years. After her cure, which she attributed to St. Joseph (V. 6.6-8), she entered a period of mediocrity in her spiritual life, but she did not at any time give up praying. Her trouble came of not understanding that the use of the imagination could be dispensed with and that her soul could give itself directly to contemplation. During this stage, which lasted 18 years, she had transitory mystical experiences. She was held back by a strong desire to be appreciated by others, but this finally left her in an experience of conversion in the presence of an image of "the sorely wounded Christ" (V 9.2). This conversion dislodged the egoism that had hindered her spiritual development. Thus, at the age of 39, she began to enjoy a vivid experience of God's presence within her…

http://www.karmel.at/eng/teresa.htm
Mother Teresa 

From Jone Johnson Lewis,
Mother Teresa (1910-1997)

Mother Teresa, born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu in Skopje, Yugoslavia, felt a calling early to serve the poor. She joined an Irish order of nuns serving in Calcutta, India, and received medical training in Ireland and India. She founded the Missionaries of Charity and focused on serving the dying, with many other projects as well. She was able to garner considerable publicity for her work which also translated into successfully financing the expansion of the order's services. She was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979.  She died in 1997 after long illnesses, and was beatified by Pope John Paul II on October 19, 2003. 

“Do not wait for leaders. Do it alone, person to person.”  Mother Teresa

womenshistory.about.com/od/quotes/a/mother_teresa.

· Mother Teresa may be dead but her work continues. Her Order of Charity now covers 5 continents, feeds 500,000 families and helps 90,000 lepers every year. 

www.catholic.net
It is a poverty to decide that a child must die so that you may 

live as you wish. 

Mother Teresa 

Our life of poverty is as necessary as the work itself. Only in heaven 

will we see how much we owe to the poor for helping us to love 

God better because of them. 

Mother Teresa 

We think sometimes that poverty is only being hungry, naked and homeless. 

The poverty of being unwanted, unloved and uncared for is the greatest 

poverty. We must start in our own homes to remedy this kind of poverty. 

Mother Teresa 

Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to 

that person, a beautiful thing. 

Mother Teresa 

Peace begins with a smile. 

Mother Teresa 

Let us always meet each other with a smile, for the smile is the 

beginning of love. 

Mother Teresa

We shall never know all the good that a simple smile can do. 

Mother Teresa 

home.att.net
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course surveys the life and work of especially significant women in Christianity with an emphasis on the Catholic Church.  Analytical discussion employing socio-cultural, philosophical, theological, and feminist approaches will help students to understand how women have been perceived in Christian history and literature.  The struggles and successes of these women will exemplify how strong faith can overcome obstacles based on stereotypes and other images.  
COURSE ORIENTATION:


Students will explore the life and work of many influential women in Christianity from the first century to the present time.  From the reading and examination of how women have been presented and perceived through history and literature students will be able to understand the roles of women in Christianity.   The obstacles and the means to overcome them to achieve what these women believed to be their vocation will be approached by theories founded in feminism, theology, socio-cultural perspectives and philosophy. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:


Upon completion of this class, students should be able to

· Identify the essential roles of women in Christianity.  

· Evaluate how women are viewed in the lay community and in religious organizations cross-culturally.
· Demonstrate their knowledge of feminist theological explanations of the ambivalent status of women. 

· Articulate the reasons supporting the success of women in making a difference in society and faiths.
· Apply Marianist Characteristics of Education to the life and work of the significant women in Christian and Catholic churches.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The student’s learning outcomes will be assessed according to their ability to

· Identify the essential roles of the significant women who are honored in Christianity.
· Analyze cross-culturally the similarities and differences in the treatment of women.
· Critically evaluate the influence of the interpretation of the Bible on the perception and images of women.

· Analyze the feminist theological explanation and the leadership roles of women in churches and society.
· Evaluate the causes and effects of faith, obstacles and personal dilemmas that have impacts on the success of these women.
· Reflect how these women inspire them to make a difference based on moral values in communities.
· Demonstrate the ability to integrate the examples of the work of these women on the issues of peace and social justice to Marianist values and mission as presented in Chaminade Core Academic Beliefs.

Five Characteristics of Marianist Education 

· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate in family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and 

· Educate for adaptation and change.

Educate for formation in faith

Chaminade University has a commitment to develop in our students a whole person, which includes knowledge of academic disciplines and religious faith.  In this class students learn to combine faith and reason by opening their mind to accept different viewpoints.  They also develop an open dialogue between different beliefs and cultural practices.   In this course, students will demonstrate the ability to integrate reasoning of moral values based on faith to action towards peace and social justice as exemplified by the works of women they study.
Provide an integral quality education

The Marianist approach seeks to embrace diverse peoples and to understand diverse cultures, as a result it forms a community and respects all individuals.  In this class, students will learn to analyze cross-culturally the diversity of women’s roles in religious organizations in comparison to their own faith.  The goal of this class in a Marianist university is to help students to increase awareness of the multi-faith practices and cooperation around them.

Educate in family spirit

In Marianist universities, family spirit is a way of life in the educational community.  In this class, students will study how women serve God through their works of serving community as their own family members.  Class discussion offers students an opportunity to extend family spirit of caring for and supporting each member of the class by being responsible to do their part.
Educate for service, justice, and peace

The Marianist purpose is to promote education, which includes serving the community.  Students learn about the history of women’s work and life firmly based on their faith and moral values in making a difference for people with special needs.  These examples will teach students to be more mindful in their lives, and to offer services to people in need of help. This action will help promote justice and a more peaceful world.

Educate for adaptation and change

The Marianist university gives students the educational opportunity and tools to adapt to this rapidly changing world socially and technologically.  In this class, students will learn to understand that one person can make an impact on bringing change to society if you have a strong faith.   Adapting to new challenges helps these women to bring changes to their lives and to people around them.  
CLASS FORMAT:


This online class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience in cyberspace for the students and the instructor.  The format integrates group discussions online. Students are expected to actively participate in all online class activities. 
There are no formal lectures.  Students are expected to learn form extensive readings, posting chapter reviews, answering questions, and comments from other students and the instructor.  Following instructions closely will help with the teamwork format of this class. 

REQUIREMENTS:
Students are required to read “Chaminade online course prerequisites” on http://acad.chaminade.edu and to comply with all technical readiness requirements stated in the prerequisites to continue in this class.  Students must have the required textbook and must be able to log onto the class homepage on WebCT by the end of week 1 to be in this class. If not, they are recommended to withdraw.

Students are required to closely follow the instructions posted on the course website.  The main tool for class instructions and weekly work can be found under the icon of “discussions.”  You must log on the course homepage and post the weekly assignment exactly as instructed.  Students are responsible to keep up with the class discussion for each weekly assignment by posting the chapter review as well as comments and responses twice a week on the scheduled day as instructed.  The deadlines of each assignment are posted on the course homepage “calendar.”
Each student is expected to carefully read the assigned chapters in the textbook before posting their chapter review and comments. Everyone must complete the posting of their chapter review before posting their answers to the end of chapter questions.  

Students are required to be open minded and courteous in class discussion and to use only standard written English.  Street slang and swear words are prohibited and credit will not be given to that assignment. 
The instructor will monitor students’ progress and give feedback on their work at least once a week.  However, in a normal situation, additional responses are usually provided as needed.  Course web site email is strongly recommended as the first priority for any communication with the instructor and classmates.

Students must submit official documentation to support any request to extend the date due for any assignments.

GRADING:


The grading will be based on

1.
Class participation based on weekly posting of chapter reviews, responses to questions, comments, and other requirements as posted by instructor        

      30 pts.










2.
Mid-term essay exam
online



  

      25 pts.


3.
Field research report


            


      20 pts. 

4.
Final essay exam 






      25 pts.

90-100 =A, 80-89 =B, 70-79 =C, 60-69 =D, 59 AND BELOW =F

Grading Criteria:

Each student will be graded according to the following criteria:

· Follow the instruction for each assignment exactly as required

· Demonstrate the ability to understand the class materials through reading of the textbooks and recommended resources

· Posting assignments by the deadlines indicated in the calendar on the class website

· Follow the format for each assignment as instructed

· Ability to write clearly and succinctly within the limit of the number of words allowed for each assignment.

General Guidelines for grade “A” work:

· Knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussion, resources from research, and outside class activities.

· Ability to provide relevant examples to support viewpoints.

· Ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society. 

· Clarity and logical presentation.
· Posting all assignments by the due date.
· Demonstration of having an understanding of the subject matter objectively and from opposing viewpoints.

· Demonstration of achieving the objectives of this class with excellent scholarship. 

· Ability to analyze, critically review, and compare the issues cross-culturally.

· Fulfill requirements of the format of the paper.
· Ability to write and communicate concisely and politely with a positive attitude in all posting including messages to instructor

· Ability to clearly apply feminist, theological, sociological theories, philosophical concepts, and Marianist Characteristics of Education in all assignments as required.

“TO LEARN IS TO CHANGE”

The Ingredients for Successful Learning:

Time management







Desire

Commitment








Discipline

Honesty








Devotion

Interest 








Dedication

Open mind








Determination

BOOK CHAPTER REPORT:

The report should have at least five paragraphs stating:

1. a short summary of the chapter

2. the three main points of the chapter as stated by the author

3. your own insights into the chapter

4. your own personal view of applications to current social issues

5. one analytical question that requires discussion in depth without yes or no answers.

RESEARCH PROJECT:

The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience.  Students may choose a research topic relating to women in Christianity.  The research should clarify how you understand the life and work of a particular woman who may have any impacts on social ethics that may contribute to more peaceful and just communities locally and globally. The documentary research methodology may be supplemented with a survey and interviews.


The written report of the research should be within the range of 10-12 double-spaced typed pages.  It will be due in my office at Henry Hall 206 by 3 p.m. on December 1, 2008.  


Plagiarized work will lead to failure of the course.  Also, it will be reported to the university administration for a disciplinary action.

STUDENT WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
If there is any student in this class with a documented disability who has need for special accommodations for test-taking, please feel free to discuss this with me.  To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact June Yasuhara at 735-4845.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to disability services in the counseling center prior to receiving accommodations. 
FORMAT OF BOOK CHAPTER REVIEW AND COMMENT GUIDELINE

1. Brief insightful summary of the chapter in your own writing style. (30 words)

2. What are the three most important main points that the author wants to convey? 

(30 words)

______________

______________

______________

3. What are your responses to the author’s ideas on the subject discussed in the chapter? (30 words) 

4.      How do you apply these ideas to some current social situation? (30 words) 

5.
      Post one analytical question about the topics discussed in each chapter that you want the class to discuss further.  They can be related to your personal experience or to some current situation in society.   The questions should be thought provoking.  Try to use question words such as what, how, and why, and avoid questions that can be answered with “yes” or “no.”   Good questions should generate active participation from the class members. (10 words)

What______________________?

How_______________________?

Why_______________________?

A guide to

DOCUMENTARY AND FIELD (SURVEY / INTERVIEW) RESEARCH PROJECT

AND REPORT PAPER

Step I

1. Select a topic that you want to know more about. (Research  topic)

2. Ask yourself what it is in particular about this topic that you want to know. (Formulate research questions)

3. List questions that you want to be answered (Research questions).

4. Find the publications or use an internet search engines to locate reliable information that helps clarify and gives you background for your research questions.  It may be research done on a similar topic. (Review of literature)

5. Remember to use citations and quotations for any references you use in this part of documentary research.

6. On the last page of your report give the list of all of the works cited and any additional ones consulted.

Step II

7. Prepare a set of survey or interview questions that you will find people to answer.  The information gathered from this survey or interview should be able to answer your main research questions. The information collected here is your raw data.  It must be turned in with your research report.

8. Select who should be the group of people for your survey or interview (population sample).  The size of the samples must be at least 15 people.

9. Analyze and summarize the information you collected using theories to support your analysis.

10. Discuss how this information helps to answer your main research questions and may help you better understand the chosen topic.

11. In the bibliography give the complete citation for any references cited in the report. Use a minimum of 10 sources.
12. Turn in with your report the list of survey/interview questions and all of the answers (raw data).

SCHEDULE

DATE

          



TOPIC / READING
Week 1 August 25



Self-Introduction

Week 2 September 1



Mary Malone  Vol I Chapter 1-4
Week 3 September 8


      
Mary Malone  Vol I Chapter 5-7
Week 4 September 15



Mary Malone  Vol I Chapter 8-10
Week 5 September 22


            Mary Malone  Vol II Chapter 1-5
Week 6 September 29



Mary Malone  Vol II Chapter 6-10

Week 7 October 6



Mid-term
Week 8 October 13



Mary Malone  Vol III Chapter 1-5

Week 9 October 20



Mary Malone  Vol III Chapter 6-10

Week 10 October 27


            Rosemary Ruether
Week 11 November 3



Rosemary Ruether
Week 12 November 10


Rosemary Ruether
Week 13 November 17


Joan Carroll Cruz  
Week 14 November 24


Joan Chittister
Week 15 December 1

                        Research Paper Due
December 6




Final Exam  to be confirmed




*****************************
The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustment to the course syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.  The information regarding changes will be posted in “DISCUSSIONS” on class webCT page.  It is in the interest of students to read all postings carefully.

Also, students are responsible to update the contact information given in the forms on the first day of classes.  






