EN 101-04: 
Introduction to Expository Writing

Chaminade University
Fall 2008
(subject to change)
Meeting days and times: MWF, 10:00-10:50am 
    
Location: Freitas 253
Instructor: Justin Wyble          
Office location: 206C Henry Hall
Office hours: T 9-10; F 11-12; and by appointment

E-mail: justin.wyble@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Description
This course aims to improve your writing, editing and revising skills, and to enhance your ability to identify and examine rhetorical modes in expository essays and a novella.  Writing and revising improves with practice; therefore, by studying good prose models, like the essays we will read and discuss in this course, you will develop and strengthen your reading comprehension and written rhetorical skills.

Student Learning Outcomes

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.

2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic 

sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and 

supporting examples. 

4. To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ 

between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

Required Texts

1) Norwood Selby and Pamela S. Bledsoe, Writing Simplified: A Composition Guide (Pearson, 2004).

2) David Munger, 80 Readings for Composition (Pearson, 2006).

3) Witi Ihimaera, The Whale Rider (Harcourt, 1987).

4) A portable, college-level dictionary.

Required Extras

Access to a word processor (all papers must be typed).

Student Responsibilities

Class Attendance

Class participation is a crucial part of this course; therefore, attendance is mandatory.  More than two unexcused absences will lower your final grade by one letter.  Every third tardy counts as an unexcused absence.    
Papers
All papers must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled without using unnecessarily large margins or fonts.  Be sure to put your name, class and section number, my name, paper #, draft #, and date of submission on the first page.  No title page is necessary.  
I will not accept any late papers.
Writing Workshops

During workshops, fellow classmates and the instructor will offer constructive criticism on your papers.  You will meet in either a large group or small group and review each other’s essays.  Workshops are designed to teach you how to revise and correct writing assignments.  

You must attend all writing workshops.  Please come prepared with the required number of copies to share with the rest of the class.  If you do not come prepared, you will receive an unexcused absence for the day. 


Class Behavior

This classroom is a place where claims can be explored, challenged, and argued for or against without fear of oppression or reprisal by your peers or myself.  Any comments or actions that instigate or contribute to a hostile environment or fail to respect others will not be tolerated.  Any individual who, as a result of their words or behavior, silences their classmates will be held accountable.        
Do not use cell phones, music players, laptops, or other electronic devices while in class.
Portfolio
You must maintain a portfolio containing all of the work you do for this class.  I will hand back papers after I grade them; you are responsible for keeping them in your portfolio.  You should also include all other work completed for this class, including all workshopped drafts, in-class writing assignments, quizzes, etc.
Office Hours


You are highly encouraged to see me during office hours for individual assistance with 

your writing assignments.

E-mail Communication

If you have a question, please e-mail me.  I will make an effort to respond within 24 hours of your e-mail.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research.  It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world.  Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated.

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a university official.  Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.

Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.

Required Coursework and Grading Breakdown

Class Participation (class discussions, workshops, individual 

conferences, quizzes, in-class writings, presentations, etc.)………. 10% 

Paper 1………………………………………………………………………10%

Paper 2………………………………………………………………………10%

Paper 3………………………………………………………………………10%

Paper 4………………………………………………………………………10%

Paper 5………………………………………………………………………10%

Paper 6……………………………………………………………………... 15%

Paper 7……………………………………………………………………... 15%

Final Exam…………………………………………………………………..10%


Paper Assignments
Paper 1: Narration (2-3 pages)

Paper 2: Description/Example (2-3 pages) 

Paper 3: Definition/Classification/Analogy (2-3 pages)

Paper 4: Comparison and Contrast (2-3 pages)

Paper 5: Cause and/or Effect (2-3 pages)

Paper 6: Argument/Dialectical Persuasion (4-5 pages)

Paper 7: Literary Analysis (4-5 pages) 

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

6. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

7. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

8. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

9. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

10. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

Grading Scale

‘A’   Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative   (90-100).

‘B’    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner   (80-89).

‘C’    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79).

‘D’    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of 

          prerequisite course work   (60-69).

‘F’     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

You need a minimum of a 70% (C)  to pass this course.

Grading Rubric for Papers
A:
The paper exceeds the expectations of the assignment by applying a exceptionally high level of critical thinking skills, in addition to meeting all of the characteristics of a “B”-range paper.

B:
The goal of the paper is clear, and the language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.  In addition, the paper displays a clear, organizational structure, including an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.  The examples for the paper are detailed and logically connect to the thesis and the overall development of the paper.  Finally, the paper displays a strong command of grammar, punctuation, and sentence variation.

C:
The goal of the paper is clear, and the language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.  In addition, the paper displays a clear, organizational structure, including an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.  The examples used in the essay are general and, therefore, make it difficult to analyze the logical connections between the examples and the overall development of the paper. Problems with grammar and punctuation may be present.

D:
The goal of the paper is vague and lacks a clear thesis statement.  As such, the paper may not provide a clear organizational structure.  Also, the paper has many errors in grammar and punctuation.

F:    
The essay lacks a clear goal and an organizational structure, and the grammar and punctuation errors in the essay make it difficult to read.

Schedule of Assignments
(subject to change)
	Monday, 8/25

 


	Class:
· Syllabus review
· Introductions

· Pre-assessment

Assignment: 
· Writing Simplified (WS): “Overview: The Process of Writing”; “Pre-writing” (1-9)  

· ​80 Readings for Composition (Readings): Kurt Vonnegut, “How to Write with Style” (39-43) 
· WS: “Narration” (26-28)

	Wednesday, 8/27
	Class:

· Discuss WS: “Overview: The Process of Writing”; “Pre-writing” (1-9)   
· Discuss WS: “Narration” (26-28)  
Assignment: 
· ​Readings: Anne Frank, “Diary” (339-41); Russell Baker, from Growing Up (331-35); Zora Neale Hurston, “I Get Born” (306-09); Mark Twain, “Running for President” (225-26); Richard Wright, “The Library Card” (318-27)  
· WS: “Fragments” (46-48)

	Friday, 8/29

	Class:
· Discuss Readings: Anne Frank, “Diary” (339-41); Russell Baker, from Growing Up (331-35); Zora Neale Hurston, “I Get Born” (306-09); Mark Twain, “Running for President” (225-26); Richard Wright, “The Library Card” (318-27)  
Assignment:

· Write Paper 1: Narration
· WS: “Writing Effective Paragraphs” (9-17)
· WS: “Common Problems” (78) 
· WS: “Collaborative Writing and Peer Reviewing” (44-45)

	Monday, 9/1
*LAST DAY FOR ADD/DROP IS TUESDAY, 9/2
	No Class: Labor Day

	Wednesday, 9/3
	Class:

· Discuss WS: “Writing Effective Paragraphs” (9-17) 

· Workshop Paper 1: Narration
Assignment:

· Revise Paper 1: Narration
· Readings: Donald M. Murray, “The Maker’s Eye: Revising Your Own Manuscript” (43-48)
· WS: “Fused Sentences and Comma Splices” (48-50)

	Friday, 9/5
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 1: Narration
Assignment:

· Revise Paper 1: Narration
· WS: “Proofreading” (78)
· WS: “Example” (28); “Description” (28-29)
· WS: “Essays: What to Write About” (17-26)

	Monday, 9/8
	Class:

· Submit Paper 1: Narration
· Discuss WS: “Example” (28); “Description” (28-29)
· Discuss WS: “Essays: What to Write About” (17-26) 

Assignment:

· Readings: Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Journal Notes on Thoreau” (26-28); Thomas Jefferson, “The Declaration of Independence” (234-38); Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions” (127-31)  
· WS: “Subject-Verb Agreement” (50-55)

	Wednesday, 9/10
	Class:

· Discuss Readings: Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Journal Notes on Thoreau” (26-28); Thomas Jefferson, “The Declaration of Independence” (234-38); Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions” (127-31) 
Assignment:

· Readings: John Muir, “A Wind-Storm in the Forests” (69-77); Henry David Thoreau, “An Immoral Law” (243-45); Olive Schreiner, “Sex-Parasitism” (132-35); Barry Lopez, “Encounter on the Tundra” (86-91); Tom Regan, “Animal Rights, Human Wrongs” (274-80)   
· WS: “Adjectives and Adverbs” (55-57)

	Friday, 9/12
	Class:

· Discuss Readings: John Muir, “A Wind-Storm in the Forests” (69-77); Henry David Thoreau, “An Immoral Law” (243-45); Olive Schreiner, “Sex-Parasitism” (132-35); Barry Lopez, “Encounter on the Tundra” (86-91); Tom Regan, “Animal Rights, Human Wrongs” (274-80) 

Assignment:

· Write Paper 2: Description/Example
· WS: “Elements of Style” (79-84)

	Monday, 9/15
	Class:

· Discuss WS: “Elements of Style (79-84) 
· Workshop Paper 2: Description/Example
Assignment:

· Revise Paper 2: Description/Example
· WS: “Misplaced Modifiers” (57-58)

	Wednesday, 9/17
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 2: Description/Example 
Assignment:

· Revise Paper 2: Description/Example

	Friday, 9/19
	Class:

· Submit Paper 2: Description/Example
Assignment:

· WS: “Definition” (29-30)

· Readings: Frederick Douglas, “The Meaning of the 4th of July for the Negro” (239-43); W.E.B. DuBois, “The Souls of White Folk” (190-94) 
· WS: “Checking Punctuation” (58-62)

	Monday, 9/22
	Class:

· WS: “Definition” (29-30)

· Discuss Readings: Frederick Douglas, “The Meaning of the 4th of July for the Negro” (239-43); W.E.B. DuBois, “The Souls of White Folk” (190-94) 
Assignment:

· Readings: D.T. Suzuki, “What is Zen?” (204-08); Margaret Atwood, “Pornography” (139-45); D.H. Lawrence, “Pornography” (135-39) 
· WS: “The Semicolon” (62-63)

	Wednesday, 9/24
	Class:

· Discuss Readings: D.T. Suzuki, “What is Zen?” (204-08); Margaret Atwood, “Pornography” (139-45); D.H. Lawrence, “Pornography” (135-39) 

Assignment:

· WS: “Classification” (32-34)
· Readings: Jane Austen, from Pride and Prejudice (176-78); Mary Austin, “Water Trails of the Ceriso” (80-86) 

	Friday, 9/26


	Class:

· Discuss WS: “Classification” (32-34)
· Discuss analogy
· Discuss Readings: Jane Austen, from Pride and Prejudice (176-78); Mary Austin, “Water Trails of the Ceriso” (80-86) 
Assignment:

· Write Paper 3: Definition/Classification/Analogy

	Monday, 9/29
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 3: Definition/Classification/Analogy
Assignment:

· Revise Paper 3: Definition/Classification/Analogy
· WS: “The Apostrophe” (63-65)

	Wednesday, 10/1
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 3: Definition/Classification/Analogy
Assignment:

· Revise Paper 3: Definition/Classification/Analogy

	Friday, 10/3
	Class:

· Submit Paper 3: Definition/Classification/Analogy
Assignment:

· WS: “Comparison and/or Contrast” (34-35)
· Readings: Mark Twain, “Two Views of the Mississippi” (66-69)
· WS: “Abbreviations and Numbers” (65-69)

	Monday, 10/6
	Class:

· Discuss WS: “Comparison and/or Contrast” (34-35)

· Discuss Readings: Mark Twain, “Two Views of the Mississippi” (66-69) 
Assignment:

· Write Paper 4: Comparison and Contrast
· WS: “Quotation Marks” (69-71)

	Wednesday, 10/8
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 4: Comparison and Contrast

Assignment:

· Revise Paper 4: Comparison and Contrast 

	Friday, 10/10
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 4: Comparison and Contrast

Assignment:

· Revise Paper 4: Comparison and Contrast 

	Monday, 10/13
	No Class: Discoverers’ Day

	Wednesday, 10/15
	Class:

· Submit Paper 4: Comparison and Contrast

Assignment:

· WS: “Cause and/or Effect” (35-36)

· Readings: Chief Seattle, “Address” (54-57); Abraham Lincoln, “Gettysburg Address” (238-39); John F. Kennedy, “Inaugural Address” (208-11)

	Friday, 10/17
	Class:

· Discuss WS: “Cause and/or Effect” (35-36)

· Discuss Readings: Chief Seattle, “Address” (54-57); Abraham Lincoln, “Gettysburg Address” (238-39); John F. Kennedy, “Inaugural Address” (208-11)  
Assignment: 
· Write Paper 5: Cause and/or Effect
· WS: “Spelling” (72-75)

	Monday, 10/20
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 5: Cause and/or Effect

Assignment: 
· Revise Paper 5: Cause and/or Effect

	Wednesday, 10/22
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 5: Cause and/or Effect

Assignment:

· Revise Paper 5: Cause and/or Effect

	Friday, 10/24
	Class:

· Submit Paper 5: Cause and/or Effect

Assignment:

· WS: “Argument” (36-37); “Dialectical Persuasion” (37-39)

· Readings: Al Gore, “Remarks to Climate Change Conference” (103-08); Edward Abbey, “Polemic: Industrial Tourism and the National Parks” (91-103)

	Monday, 10/27
	Class:

· Discuss WS: “Argument” (36-37); “Dialectical Persuasion” (37-39)
· Discuss Toulmin model of argumentation
· Discuss Readings: Al Gore, “Remarks to Climate Change Conference” (103-08); Edward Abbey, “Polemic: Industrial Tourism and the National Parks” (91-103)
Assignment:

· Readings: Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (245-62); Toni Morrison, “Nobel Lecture 1993” (29-36) 
· WS: “Usage” (76-78)

	Wednesday, 10/29
	Class:

· Discuss Readings: Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (245-62); Toni Morrison, “Nobel Lecture 1993” (29-36) 

Assignment:

· Readings: Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal” (217-25); Mary Wollstonecraft, from A Vindication of the Rights of Women (116-21); Virginia Woolf, “If Shakespeare Had Had a Sister” (23-26)

	Friday, 10/31
	Class:

· Discuss Readings: Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal” (217-25); Mary Wollstonecraft, from A Vindication of the Rights of Women (116-21); Virginia Woolf, “If Shakespeare Had Had a Sister” (23-26)

Assignment:

·  Write proposal and outline for Paper 6: Argument/Dialectical Persuasion 

	Monday, 11/3
	Class:

· Workshop proposals and outlines for Paper 6: Argument/Dialectical Persuasion 

Assignment:

· Revise outline for Paper 6: Argument/Dialectical Persuasion

	Wednesday, 11/5
	Class:

· Library visit
Assignment:

· Write Paper 6: Argument/Dialectical Persuasion

	Friday, 11/7

*DEADLINE TO WITHDRAW FROM CLASSES
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 6: Argument/Dialectical Persuasion

Assignment:

· Revise Paper 6: Argument/Dialectical Persuasion

	Monday, 11/10
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 6: Argument/Dialectical Persuasion

Assignment:

· Revise Paper 6: Argument/Dialectical Persuasion

	Wednesday, 11/12
	Class:

· Submit Paper 6: Argument/Dialectical Persuasion

· Discuss history and culture of Maori
Assignment:

· Read The Whale Rider (1-36)

	Friday, 11/14
	Class:

· Discuss Read The Whale Rider (1-36) 
Assignment:

· Read The Whale Rider (37-76)

	Monday, 11/17


	Class:

· Discuss The Whale Rider (37-76) 
Assignment:

· Read The Whale Rider (77-98)

	Wednesday, 11/19
	Class:

· Discuss The Whale Rider (77-98) 
Assignment:

· Read The Whale Rider (99-123)

	Friday, 11/21
	Class:

· Discuss The Whale Rider (99-123) 
Assignment:
· Read The Whale Rider (124-150)

	Monday, 11/24
	Class:

· Watch the film version of The Whale Rider
Assignment:

· Begin to write Paper 7: Literary Analysis

	Wednesday, 11/26
	Class:

· Finish watching the film version of The Whale Rider 

· In-class writing: compare and contrast the film version of The Whale Rider to the novella
Assignment:
· Write Paper 7: Literary Analysis

	Friday, 11/28
	No Class: Thanksgiving

	Monday, 12/1
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 7: Literary Analysis
Assignment:

· Revise Paper 7: Literary Analysis

	Wednesday, 12/3
	Class:

· Workshop Paper 7: Literary Analysis
Assignment:

· Revise Paper 7: Literary Analysis

	Friday, 12/5
	Class:

· Submit Paper 7: Literary Analysis
· Post-assessment

Assignment:

· Prepare for Final Exam

	EN 101-04 Final Exam: Monday, 12/8, 3pm
	


