EN 091-01: 

Reading Improvement

Chaminade University

Fall 2008

(subject to change)
Meeting days & times: MTWF, 8:00-8:50am 
    

Location: Freitas 251
Instructor: Justin Wyble          

Office location: 206C Henry Hall

Office hours: T 9-10; F 11-12; and by appointment

E-mail: justin.wyble@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Description
This basic course in the key skills is necessary for the successful study and comprehension of academic textbooks.  Skills highlighted are:  building vocabulary through context clues, finding main ideas, determining significant details and relationships of ideas, outlining, understanding graphic material and interpreting figurative language.  Weekly timed readings encourage increased proficiency.  Enrollment determined by performance on reading placement test.  Credit not applicable to degree requirements.  Offered every Fall semester.  Credit/no credit.

Student Learning Outcomes

In order to successfully complete this class a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

· Incorporate newly-learned vocabulary in reading and writing assignments.

· Apply literal, interpretive, and critical reading skills to comprehend and analyze various types of reading material in different reading situations.

· Use an appropriate reading-study system to understand and retain information in informative material.
· Select and recode relevant key ideas in linear or visual form and in summary format.

Students should come to class prepared to use and to demonstrate the following abilities in order to succeed in this class:

· An ability to work independently in order to accomplish specific tasks, i.e., homework, research, writing, etc.
· An ability to successfully manage time in order to complete all tasks

· An ability to follow directions

· An ability to ask questions in order to clear up misunderstandings, clarify directions, or seek assistance (if needed)

Required Texts 
1) Robert DiYanni, Making It Work: College Reading in Context (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003)

2) Alan Brennert, Moloka′i (St. Martin’s Griffin, 2003)
3) A portable, college-level dictionary.
Required Extras

Access to a word processor (reading journals and other take-home writing assignments must be typed).

Student Responsibilities

Class Attendance

Class participation is a crucial part of this course; therefore, attendance is mandatory.  More than three unexcused absences will lower your final grade by one letter.  Every third tardy counts as an unexcused absence.    

Reading Journals and Homework
All journal entries must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled without using unnecessarily large margins or fonts.  Be sure to put your name, class and section number, my name, and date on the first page.  No title page is necessary.  

I will not accept any late reading journals or homework.

Class Behavior

This classroom is a place where ideas can be explored, challenged, and argued for or against without fear of oppression or reprisal by your peers or myself.  Any comments or actions that instigate or contribute to a hostile environment or fail to respect others will not be tolerated.  Any individual who, as a result of their words or behavior, silences their classmates will be held accountable.        

Do not use cell phones, music players, laptops, or other electronic devices while in class.

Portfolio

You must maintain a portfolio containing all of the work you do for this class.  I will hand back your work after I grade it; you are responsible for keeping all returned items in your portfolio.  

Office Hours


You are highly encouraged to see me during office hours for individual assistance with 

any matters related to this course.

E-mail Communication

If you have a question, please e-mail me.  I will make an effort to respond within 24 hours of your e-mail.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research.  It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world.  Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated.

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a university official.  Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.

Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).

Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the assignment.

Required Coursework and Grading Breakdown
Class Participation..................................................................10%

Reading Quizzes.....................................................................05%

Reading Journal......................................................................15%

In-Class Writings/Presentations/Exercises/Homework..........40%

Compass Exam.......................................................................30%
Grading Scale

‘A’   Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative   (90-100).

‘B’    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner   (80-89).

‘C’    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79).

‘D’    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of 

          prerequisite course work   (60-69).

‘F’     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

You need a minimum of a 70% (C) to pass this course.  In addition, you must pass the Compass Exam in order to pass this course.
EN 091-01: Weekly Reading Schedule
(subject to change)

	WEEK 1:

8/25-8-29
	- Chapter 1: “Becoming an Active Reader”
- Maya Angelou, “Living Well. Living Good” 
(493-497)

	WEEK 2:
9/1-9/5
	- Chapter 2: “Developing a College Vocabulary”
- Natalie Angier, “When (and Why) Dad Has the Babies” (498-503)

	WEEK 3:
9/8-9/12
	- Chapter 3: “Reading for a Writer’s Topic and Main Idea”
- Yogi Berra, “When You Come to a Fork in the Road, Take It!” (504-507)

	WEEK 4:
9/15-9/19
	- Chapter 4: “Recognizing Supporting Details”
- Ben Carson, “Gifted Hands” (508-511)

	WEEK 5:
9/22-9/26
	- Chapter 5: “Examining Sentences in Context”
- Pico Iyer, “The Necessity of Travel” (512-515)

	WEEK 6:
9/29-10/3
	- Chapter 6: “Analyzing a Writer’s Structures”
- Lara Margolis, “Chicken Scratch and E-Hugs” (516-518)

	WEEK 7:
10/6-10/10
	- Chapter 7: “Examining a Writer’s Language”
- Todd McCarthy, “Anti-Smokers Ought to Butt Out of Movies” (519-523)

	WEEK 8:
10/13-10/17
	- Chapter 8: “Becoming an Interpretive Reader”
- Katherine Anne Porter, “Rope” (524-531)

	WEEK 9:
10/20-10/24
	- Chapter 9: “Practical Critical Reading”
- David Sedaris, “Make That a Double” (532-535)

	WEEK 10: 
10/27-10/31
	- Chapter 10: “Understanding Persuasive Writing”
- Joel Stein, “Life after Oprah” (536-539)

	WEEK 11:
11/3-11/7
	- Chapter 12: “Reading and Studying Textbooks”

	WEEK 12:
11/10-11/14
	- Chapter 11: “Enjoying and Interpreting Literature”

- Moloka′i (1-66)

	WEEK 13:
11/17-11/21
	Moloka′i (66-196)

	WEEK 14:
11/24-11/27
	Moloka′i (196-294)

	WEEK 15:
12/1-12/5
	- Moloka′i (295-384)
- Compass Exam


