CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

ENG 201

Types of Literature

Fall, 2008
Instructor: Mary L. McCarrick

Section 01: MWF 1-1:50pm in E201

Section 02: TR 11-12:20pm in E 202

Office: Henry 206B
Office hours: MW 3-5pm and by appointment
Phone: 440-4234
Email: mmccarri@chaminade.edu
Alternate email: mmccarrick@yahoo.com

Catalog Description

Introduction to the study of literature through reading, discussion, and written analysis of major works ranging from ancient to contemporary. The course includes exemplary works from all major genre and diverse cultures.

Course Description, Program Learning Outcomes, 

and Teaching Goals
Welcome to English 201! This course is designed to increase student’s awareness and appreciation of the enormous diversity of literature and its authors and their individual styles of writing. We’ll accomplish this through a detailed examination of several authors’ works, along with instruction on reading literature, the language of literary criticism, and an introduction to three types of literature – fiction, drama, and poetry. Hopefully, you will be introduced to some authors who will enrich your mind and give you different ways of viewing the world in which we live. Literature allows us new insights into the human experience, into our history, and into our selves. This class also has the added bonus of giving you the opportunity to make time for one of life’s luxuries – sitting down and enjoying a good story or poem!

This class is also carries with it the writing intensive designation, which means you will not only be introduced to the world of literature, but you’ll be able to continue working on your skills as an academic writer. You will have a lot of writing to do, but in doing so, you’ll find you’ll be able to thoroughly explore reactions to and theories about the pieces you read.

Program Learning Outcomes (PLO) 

Linked to Course Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course the student will demonstrate an understanding of :

1. the language of literary thought and criticism. (PLO 3)
2. literary texts as products of a specific social/historical contexts. (PLO 3)
3. and application of literary analysis to texts. (PLO 3)
4. the “character” in literature – the conflicts, the flaws, the weaknesses and the strengths, the recognition of human limitations and of human potential, and of that occasional heroic response from the common man or woman. (PLO 3)
Teaching Goals

We will strive to attain the following goals that are intended to maximize the personal and academic value of this course for students:

1. To appreciate fiction, drama, and poetry, and understand the components and artistry of each.

2. To study each work as an individual work of art, and give a wide range of exposure to a great diversity of authors and their writing styles

3. To appreciate that writing is an intensely personal experience, and to respect the fact that every author reveals much about his or her sense of the world in the writing process so that, at some level – literal, psychological, or imaginative – every story is to a degree autobiographical;  

4. To study characters who struggle with traditional roles

5. To produce a presentation on one of the works or authors discussed in class

6. To write well structured and developed papers based on original thinking, and to continue   developing your skills as a writer through conferencing, workshopping, and revision practices

Final Grade

You will note that the majority of your grade is based on your performance on several written assignments. This is a writing intensive class; your final grade will be determined by the following:

1. Papers on topics approved by the instructor (usually about 5 pages each)

2. A reading journal that explore your reactions to, and ideas about, the stories we’ve read for each class session (usually 2 pages each entry)

3. Quizzes over the readings and lectures

4. Homework assignments (short reflective writings, etc)

5. Final exam

Course Description & Goals

Welcome to English 201! This course is designed to increase student’s awareness and appreciation of the enormous diversity of literature and its authors and their individual styles of writing. We’ll accomplish this through a detailed examination of several authors’ works, along with instruction on reading literature, the language of literary criticism, and an introduction to three types of literature – fiction, drama, and poetry. Hopefully, you will be introduced to some authors who will enrich your mind and give you different ways of viewing the world in which we live. Literature allows us new insights into the human experience, into our history, and into our selves. This class also has the added bonus of giving you the opportunity to make time for one of life’s luxuries – sitting down and enjoying a good story or poem!

This class is also carries with it the writing intensive designation, which means you will not only be introduced to the world of literature, but you’ll be able to continue working on your skills as an academic writer. You will have a lot of writing to do, but in doing so, you’ll find you’ll be able to thoroughly explore reactions to and theories about the pieces you read.

Required Textbooks

Brereton, John C. Living Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama. NY: Pearson


Longman, 2008. ISBN 978-0-321-08899-4

Other Requirements

You are required to use your Chaminade email account for all correspondence with me.

Suggested Purchases

Any standard college dictionary

Any standard thesaurus

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition

Two 3.5” HD Formatted disks, cds, or jump drive

Course Prerequisites

· All students must have received a grade of at least a C in English 102 or its equivalent. 

· I expect all students to CORRECTLY use the MLA documentation style for papers, and to use standard American English. 

· It is also important that students are willing and able to make a significant commitment of time and effort to the reading in this class. 
Participation

I believe that discussion is extremely important to the study of literature; therefore, I encourage each member of the class to contribute verbally to the class. You will have plenty of opportunity to make your unique voice and ideas heard. Do not be afraid of having the “wrong” idea. Literature is, after all, open to interpretation. Please note: I really REALLY don’t appreciate it when I come to class ready to discuss literature and the majority of the class hasn’t read the assignments. I have a three strikes and you’re out rule. If I call on three consecutive people to answer a question, and none of the individuals can answer it, then we have a pop quiz. 

Final Grade

You final grade will be made up of the following:

Papers                         30 points  

Reading Journal          10 points              

Quizzes                       40 points

Final Exam                 10 points

Homework                  10 points 

Total points possible: 100

Extra credit may become available throughout the semester.

Final grade scale:

100-90 A

89-80 B

79-70 C

69-60 D

59-0     F                                    

Preparation of Papers

All papers must be typed or computer generated, double-spaced, with one inch margins. Your name, course title and location, my name and date should be on the upper left-hand corner of the first page. Your last name and page number should be on each subsequent page. Make sure print is dark. Always title your paper! See the MLA handbook for specific paper guidelines. I do expect you to follow these guidelines, and you will be graded accordingly. All papers must have sources cited and correctly documented. Note: It is EXTREMELY important that you use MLA documentation style from the 6th edition of the MLA handbook. Since you passed ENG 102, it is expected that you know how to document and cite your work. If you prefer to use APA style, please let me know ahead of time. You will be expected to use that format correctly if you opt to utilize it in your papers.

Major Essays 

The major essays due in class are spaced out every few weeks. These papers should be a minimum of 5 pages in length and require source work and research. You must workshop a completed draft on the days set aside for that activity in class, and conference the paper with me both in class and during office hours as necessary. 

Late Papers

All papers are due at the beginning of class, or via email by the date and time listed on either the schedule of assignments or assignment sheets.  Late papers will NOT be accepted, unless you have been out on deployment or have a doctor certified illness. You may hand in hard copies of papers, or you may email them to me. While I will not accept late essays, you may turn them in early! Most students prefer to turn in their papers to be via email due to the convenience the internet offers, and the fact that it’s a lot easier to read my typed comments than my handwriting! I encourage you to email your papers to me.

Reading Journal

Each entry in the reading journal should be about two typewritten pages in length, and should record your impressions, thoughts, and responses to the readings we do for each class. These entries do not require sources. You may want to go into great depth on one story, or focus on two or three pieces we’ve read. You do not have to write about each piece we read for class. Choose to reflect on something inside the literature that inspired you, or that struck something inside you that you’d like to explore. You may keep the journal on the computer and then submit it either via email or hard copy when it is due, or you may use a composition notebook with NO spiral spine. Most students find writing in their journals immediately after doing their daily reading works best.

Quizzes & Final Exam

Quizzes may or may not be announced prior to class, so that means come prepared to take a quiz in each class session. Review your lecture notes and make sure to have done your reading for the week prior to class. A final exam will also be given at the end of the course and will be cumulative. Quizzes may NOT be made up, so if you miss a quiz, you will receive a zero on it. Two exceptions to this rule are missing quizzes due to military deployment, or due to a doctor certified illness of either yourself or your child. You must present documentation of deployment or illness on the next class session when you return to school; otherwise, you will not be allowed to take the quiz late.

Homework
Short writing assignments, usually reflective in nature, will be given in class. Sometimes these will be in class writings, while other times you’ll have 24-48 hours to present a piece of writing on the topic.
If You Miss Class . . .

On the first day of class, you should introduce yourself to a few people and exchange email addresses and/or phone numbers. These are your study buddies. Contact them if you miss class to find out what materials were covered and to get handouts from them. I do not carry around extra handouts for students who miss class, nor do I email them out. You are responsible for meeting all deadlines regardless of whether or not you’re in class. I also do not give private lectures on the phone or via email. Think of me as a one night only appearance. If you miss me the night of class, you miss the show! 

Cell Phones, Pagers, etc.

If you are in the midst of a family emergency, or must be available for work by cell phone or pager, please notify me prior to class. Otherwise, I expect all electronic devices to be turned off in the classroom. This also covers MP3, CD players, and radios. 

Withdrawing

Students who disappear during the term – that is, withdraw unofficially from the course – will fail the class. Please see me before withdrawing or dropping the class so that I can make proper note of it. 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement. 

Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas or words as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "F" for the course.  The Dean of Humanities will be notified.

If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. 

Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of essays, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented. 

Should you be found plagiarizing in this class, you will receive an F and be submitted to the English department chair, the Humanities Dean, and the Dean of Students for further action. 

Recycling Papers

There is a growing trend towards plagiarism on college and university campuses, and one form of plagiarism is submitting old papers from past classes for grades in a current class. If you want to continue working on a paper you wrote prior to this class, you must meet with me first and show me the paper. I will make a decision on a case by case basis as to whether it will be possible for you to fulfill the requirements the assignment in this class, while at the same time, continuing to develop your ideas within the paper. Do not simply recycle your old papers for this class. Those who do this will fail the class on the grounds of academic dishonesty.

Disabilities

Please see me outside of class to let me know about any disabilities that may provide you extra challenges in this class. I encourage you to visit Student Services to learn your rights under the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Safe Classroom

My classrooms are considered a safe environment. This means I will not tolerate any harassing remarks, or any behaviors that can be deemed offensive to other classmates, faculty members, or me. I expect you to have the utmost respect for your learning community.  Violation of the safe classroom rule will lead to your automatic failure of the class.  If you experience any type of harassing behavior either inside the classroom, or outside of class, but during our classroom hours, please notify me immediately. 









