ENG 101: Introduction to Expository Writing

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall, 2008

TR 9:30-10:50am, Freitas 254
Instructor:  Mary L. McCarrick 

Office: 206B Henry Hall

Phone: 440-4234
Email: mmccarri@chaminade.edu
Alternate email: mmccarrick@yahoo.com
Office Hours: MW 3-5pm, and by appointment

Course Description

This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays.  It will also provide instruction in organizing your material and in Standard Edited American English.
Student Learning Outcomes

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.
2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.
3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
-To demonstrate thesis sentences.
-To demonstrate topic sentences.
-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic  

sentences.
-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4. To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.
-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.
-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.
-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 
5. To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, freewriting, and listing.
6. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).
-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
Required Texts and Materials 

· The Bedford Guide for College Writers, 8th ed. By Kenney, Kenney, Muth and Holladay

· Composition book for journal 

· Dictionary 

· Thesaurus

Other books, articles, and materials for writing and reading may be required throughout the semester. 

Course Requirements & Points

· Quizzes 

· Paper Assignments 

· Writing Exercises 

· Final Exam

In order to pass ENG 101, the English department at Chaminade requires that you earn at least a grade of C or better. If you do not receive at least a C as a final grade, you will need to repeat ENG 101 before you can enroll in ENG 102.

Random quizzes will be given throughout the semester. You should always come to class prepared to take a quiz. Review your lecture notes and readings before coming to each class. If you have a certified doctor’s excuse for either you or your child, or if you have a letter from your command stating required military duty during class time, you may make up any projects or exams due the day you missed class. Those playing sports for Chaminade may also make up quizzes as long as I’ve received official word of the team trip from your coach, and you make the quiz up the first class session following your return from the trip.
Writing exercises will be given to aid you in becoming more proficient writers under pressure and give you more writing experience. Paper assignments will be fully drafted and revised papers that have been workshopped and conferenced with your classmates and myself. Important note: I will not read any paper nor score it if you have not bothered workshopping a full draft of it in class!
This course includes several writing assignments of varying lengths. For ENG 101, I do not place page requirements on writing students. It’s more important to learn how to develop and structure your writing. I don’t want you worrying about page counts. As you learn to write more proficiently, the longer papers will come naturally.  

Final Grade 

All course assignments will be graded on a point basis. The points available for the class will be broken down in this manner:

Quizzes: 30 points

Writing Exercises: 20 points

Paper Assignments: 40 points

Final Exam: 10 points

TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE: 100

Final grade scale:

100-90 A

89-80 B

79-70 C

69-60 D

59-0 F        

Extra credit may become available throughout the semester! (    
Late Assignments

I do not accept late papers! All due dates are to be strictly adhered to. If students are unable to submit work before a due date, they should make arrangements with me for an alternative submission, but this request must come at least a week in advance of the project due date.  If you miss a quiz due to illness, you must make the test up the following class period. 

If You Miss Class . . .

On the first day of class, you should introduce yourself to a few people and exchange email addresses and/or phone numbers. These are your study buddies. Contact them if you miss class to find out what materials were covered and to get handouts from them. I do not carry around extra handouts for students who miss class, nor do I email them out. You are responsible for meeting all deadlines regardless of whether or not you’re in class. I also do not give private lectures on the phone or via email. Think of me as a one night only appearance. If you miss me the day of class, you miss the show! 

Withdrawing

Students who disappear during the term – that is, withdraw unofficially from the course – will fail the class. Please see me before withdrawing or dropping the class so that I can make proper note of it.  The last day to withdraw for fall semester is November 7.
Disabilities

Please see me outside of class to let me know about any disabilities that may provide you extra challenges in this class. I encourage you to visit Student Services to learn your rights under the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Cell Phones, Pagers, etc.

If you are in the midst of a family emergency, or must be available for work by cell phone or pager, please notify me prior to class. Otherwise, I expect all electronic devices to be turned off in the classroom. This also covers MP3, CD players, and radios. Also, it’s unprofessional and rude to leave headsets or headphones on during class. Please take them off once you enter the classroom.
Safe Classroom

My classrooms are considered a safe environment. This means I will not tolerate any harassing remarks, or any behaviors that can be deemed offensive to other classmates, faculty members, or me. I expect you to have the utmost respect for your learning community.  Violation of the safe classroom rule will lead to your automatic failure of the class.  If you experience any type of harassing behavior either inside the classroom, or outside of class, but during our classroom hours, please notify me immediately. 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.
2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.
3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the class and be turned over to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action.
All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement. 

If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. 

Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of essays, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented. 

Recycling Papers

There is a growing trend towards plagiarism on college and university campuses, and one form of plagiarism is submitting old papers from past classes for grades in a current class. Do not simply recycle your old papers for this class. Those who do this will fail the class on the grounds of academic dishonesty.
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