PAR 100:  Introduction to Performing Arts           Fall, 2008
Bro. Gary E. Morris, S.M.

Freitas 101 [Black Box Theatre]

Office: Freitas 258


Tues. and Thurs.  12:30-1:50 pm
Phone:  440-4246

Office Hours:  M, T, W. Th: 2-3  PM

    [also 30 minutes before class and by appointment]

E-mail address: gmorris@chaminade.edu 

Course Description

The student will explore the content, history, and meaning of the performing arts, styles, and genres in western and world music and theatre. Students will be introduced to critical reviews and the difference between what we like and what is good music and theatre. Students will examine the performing arts in a social and historical context.  Dance and other performance art forms will be briefly examined.  Finally, the students will be introduced to a variety of performances and the importance of the arts in society and in the quality of life one leads.    Attendance at live performances is required.

Outcomes

By the end of the semester students with a minimum grade of C will demonstrate the following competencies:

General Education
 
1.          Interpret works of art (visual, performing, and literary) and relate them to one’s experiences. 

2.          Analyze works of art in terms of form, content, and style.

3.          Analyze major performing artists’ representations of human experience.

4.          Interpret the works of major performance arts within a historical and social context.

5.          Write a clear, well-organized academic essay.

 

The Arts

1.    Demonstrate an understanding of the basic terminology and techniques used in the 
       performing arts.

1.    Understand and appreciate the aesthetics of the arts, emphasizing performing arts.

2.        Discuss selected plays in terms of purpose, dramatic structure, characters, and staging.

3.        Articulate the roles of the director, actors, designers and other play production staff.

4.     Articulate connections between the performing and the visual arts.

5.        Write informed, thoughtful reports/reviews of music and theatre performances. 

6.         Articulate the definitions and characteristics of such elements of music as melody, rhythm, harmony, texture, form, tempo and dynamics.

7.         Understand the characteristics of musical instruments and selected ensembles.

8.         Articulate important information and characteristics of musical styles and major composers, focusing on classical, and influential contemporary styles.

9.         Recognize the elements, forms and styles of music through listening.

10.   Become an informed, engaged audience when attending live performing arts productions and concerts.

Texts

The play A Streetcar Named Desire, by Tennessee Williams (copies to be purchased in class through the instructor).
There will be used published or recorded materials you will need to purchase for the class (TBA).  Articles and handouts will be distributed in class.  Special books, DVDs, CDs, and articles will be placed on reserve in the library for the class.

Since there is the requirement of attending live theatre and music performances outside of class, these performances are some of the “texts” we will use for our classroom discussions.  Funds normally expended on texts can be directed to ticket purchases for these plays and concerts.

Course Requirements

1. Reading all articles and reserved assigned readings, and viewing all reserved media in preparation for classes.

2. Attendance at a performance of each of the  CUH drama production between November 7-16, 2008 [$5 admission charge]

3. Attendance at TWO classical musical concerts in the Honolulu community.

4. Attendance at TWO drama performances in the Honolulu community.  
5. Writing reviews for the plays and concerts seen and heard.

6. Writing two short analysis papers [2-3 pages each].

7. Full participation in classroom lectures, discussions and in-class presentations of performing arts video and audio performances.

8. Mid term exam and Final exam

Expectations and Policies

1. Attendance and active participation is required at all class sessions (Roll will be kept each class). It is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor in writing (online or hard copy) concerning all excused absences.  Missing class for medical reasons requires a written verification from a doctor.

2. Reading all assigned materials and being prepared for discussions, in-class presentations and exams.

3. All students are responsible for all information presented during class periods.  Students absent from class should arrange for obtaining notes/directives from fellow students.

4. Assignment must be completed on the specified due date.  Work that turned in late will be assessed one grade point for each late day.  Written work turned in later than three days late will be evaluated but will not receive a grade or any points.

5. Tardy assignments and exams are allowed only with verified excuses— circumstances were beyond your control (NOT legitimate excuses:  nursing a common cold, doing an errand, meeting with a teacher or advisor, catching up with work for another class or lab or not being ready or prepared for an assignment or exam).

6. Assignments or exercises based on in-class activity with other class members cannot be made up.

7. Assignments will be graded on timeliness, completeness, quality of content and the recommended standards for writing evaluation recommended by CUH.

8. The papers must be word-processed or typed, double-spaced, in black ink, using appropriate paper, 12 pt. standard font, and standard margins.  

Student Conduct
· “Campus life is a unique situation requiring the full cooperation of each individual.  For many, this is home, school, recreation center and work, all in one.  That makes it a community environment in which the actions of one student may directly affect other students.  Therefore, each person must exercise a high degree of responsibility.” (2008-2009 Student Handbook, p. 48)

· All student rules of conduct, as outlined in the Student Handbook, will be applicable in this class.  Review these rules as presented in the Handbook, pgs. 48-51.

· Note:  All portable cellular phones, headsets, earphones, i-Pods, MP-3 players (and their ilk), CD and DVD players, radios, video game players and other non-academic, non-essential technological distractions must remain turned off and in bags or packs during each entire class session.

· Laptop computers and palm pilots are allowed with permission, and ONLY for work pertaining to this class.  Violators lose this privilege.
· Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  All students are expected to follow the CUH policy regarding use of technology and plagiarism (see 2008-2009 Student Handbook, pp. 64-66, or the online CUH General Catalogue for 2008).

Extra Credit

The following extra credit option is available for the class:

· Participate in a CUH theatre production as an actor or technician and do a written reflection/evaluation of the experience (Auditions/sign-ups Sept. 3 ); 50 points  [2 academic credits are also awarded by the university for this production participation]

· Participate in Chaminade Chorus (Tuesdays. 5:30-7:30 pm); 50 points  [3 academic credits also awarded by the university for full particpation in the chorus]

· Attend and review approved theatre, music or dance performances beyond what is required. (25 points each)

Grading:

The class grade is determined through a point system.  Points are earned on reviews and reflection papers, midterm and final exams, classroom attendance and participation and any extra credit done for this class.  The following scale of the total points will be used to determine grades:  90-100% is an A; 80-89% is a B; 70-79% is a C; 60-69% is a D; 59% and below is an F.

Estimated Point Assignment:
Reviews and reflection papers
300
                          





            Midterm Exam


  50






Final Exam



100






Class Participation & other assigned
  50






 but ungraded work






TOTAL POINTS


 500

COURSE OUTLINE

This is a general outline of the areas that will be the focus through the semester.  A more detailed outline, along with relevant academic materials will be distributed during each unit of instruction. 
Weeks 1 through 4  


TheTheatre and
 [Aug. 26—Sept.18]                          Introduction to Musical Theatre
Weeks 5 through 7


Music [with Dr. Tim Carney]

 [Sept. 23, 25, 30

     Oct. 2, 7, 9]

Week 8



Synthesis, Review

 [Oct. 14 & 16]                                   October 16—Midterm exam
Weeks 9 through 11
 [Oct. 21—Nov—6]


TheTheatre, from script to performance





A Streetcar Named Desire






Dance and other performance arts

Tuesday, Nov. 11              NO CLASS—VETERANS’ DAY HOLIDAY

Weeks 12 and 13


Musical Theatre [with Dr. Tim Carney]

 [Nov. 13, 18, 20, 25]
Thursday, Nov. 27              NO CLASS—THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

Week 14 and 15


Synthesis of Performing Arts

[Dec. 2, 4]


            Review for Final Exam

Tuesday, December 9, 2008     Final Exam, 12:45—2:45pm
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