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Description: This course will examine the history of  antisemitism which leads to the tragic destruction of most of European Jewry in the Holocaust. It involves a critical reflection on the relationship between Christianity and Judaism and the sources of anti-Judaism and modern antisemitism.  The students will look at the Holocaust and the profound questions it raises for Jews, Christians and all peoples as we confront hatred and its political manifestations in genocidal violence. Elie Wiesel, a witness to the horror, speaks to the class through his autobiographical account of the camps, while the students will encounter the many stories and experiences of the Holocaust in the sometimes dark, sometimes hopeful images from those who died and those who survived. This is an interdisciplinary course and satisfies the General Education requirement for such courses.
The disciplinary tools we will use are taken from theology and religious studies, philosophy, political science, and history. 

The entire course is constructed within a historical frame that seeks to trace the development of anti-Semitism in Western culture from pre-Christian times, through the troubled relationship between Christianity and Judaism over the last two millenia, to the invocation of anti-Semitism as a function of race ideology whose logic leads to the Final Solution. Yehuda Bauer’s text is a classic in the field and serves to guide the student through the controversies arising from a variety of historical interpretations of the rich data available throughout Western history. The excerpts from US Holocaust Memorial Council series presents the students with primary documents of the Nazi genocide, and details how race ideology and political pseudo- religion was used to build a totalitarian state. 
Philosophical investigation and discourse invites the student to explore the conceptual development of ideas and constructions of meaning that led to concepts of race, racism, anti-Semitism (as contrasted with anti-Jewish polemic), totalitarianism, modernity, eugenics, prejudice, religious freedom, and provides the student the opportunity to connect their own positions on race and prejudice to this millenial discourse. The student also examines social philosophy and the development of concepts of the sacred, religion and religious experience as they function in community identity. It provides the opportunity for exploration of the symbols and the manipulation of aesthetics in creating meaning prior to rational conceptualization that are at the heart of the communication of truth and propoganda. Donald L. Niewyk in The Holocaust: Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation, presents a broad selection of philosophers, sociologists, political scientists, historians, and theologians who discuss the Holocaust from the perspectives of their disciplines, and introduce the student to the broad literature of the Holocaust and the competing interpretations seeking meaning from the inexplicable. Elie Wiesel in his autobiographical text, Night, presents a stunning witness to the darkness and brutality, the persistance of humanity and its loss. He leaves us with profound questions of the meaning of human existence, faith, God, and community, justice and love in  a post-Holocaust world.
Theological methodologies (particularly historical and systematic theology) begin with the experiences of believers, Jews and Christians alike, who confront the mysteries of God-among-us, a God of compassion and love, a God who requires an ethical relationship with all, especially the poor. And yet out of the competition between these faiths, a tragic Christian theological perspective articulated as anti-Jewish polemic and theology of reprobation creates a seemingly intractible rift between the two religions over the meaning of Jesus and the Christ (Messiah). Excerpts from The Holocaust and the Christian World and church documents provide theological reflections on the sin of anti-Semitism and the actions for good or bad that characterize the historical relationship between Judaism and Christianity and the contemporary efforts to overcome that history in light of the Holocaust. Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner in their book, Cries in the Night: Women Who Challenged the Holocaust, present a particularly poignent ray of hope in the stories of women of faith who stood against the evil, prodding their church and their fellow citizens to action on behalf of the Jews even if it meant their own imprisonment. 
Required texts:
Yehuda Bauer, A History of the Holocaust
Michael Phayer, Cries in the Night: Women Who Challenged the Holocaust
Michael Shermer and Alex Grobman, Denying History : Who Says the Holocaust Never Happened and Why Do They Say It?



Excerpts from:
Nostra Aetate and other Catholic Church documents on the issues.

Donald L. Niewyk The Holocaust: Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation
Eli Wiesel, Night
Religious Studies Program Outcomes

Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of:
1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions; (General Education Outcome 1)
2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
3. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition;
4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 
5. the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions

The Student will:
*
define the meaning of democide, genocide, and Holocaust; (PLO 3)
*
demonstrate an understanding of the nature of hatred and its impact in personal and social policy towards the “other”;  (PLO 3)
*
demonstrate an understanding of the history of persecution of the Jews in antiquity, in Christian Medieval Europe, and in the modern period;  (PLO 1)
*
compare and contrast the concepts “anti-Jewish polemic” and “anti-semitism”; (PLO 1)
*
demonstrate an understanding of the foundations of Nazi anti-semitism and its continuities and discontinuities with Western culture and religion; (PLO 3)
*
demonstrate an understanding of the witness of women who challenged the Holocaust; (PLO 1; PLO 3)
*
demonstrate an understanding of the Christian community’s response to anti-semitism in the post-Holocaust world, particularly the Catholic Church; (PLO 1; PLO 2)
*
demonstrate an understanding of the methods used by Holocaust deniers and the meaning of their assaults on truth and memory; and
*     compare and contrast philosophical and theological approaches to the issues and meaning of the Holocaust.  (PLO 1; PLO 4)
Organizational Themes:

 Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity

Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives within a broader frame of education and building community. 

1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.” 
· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.
These characteristics are important in the way we will teach the course, in our expectation of your participation in the realization of the course goals and objectives, and in the selection of materials we will ask you to read. As the semester progresses, the specific character of your education in a Marianist University will impact on your discipline in ways that emphasize the reflective dialogue between faith and reason in the issues and values we study. Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

2. The second major organizational theme is diversity and the complex issues that arise when we look at diviersity and its impact on prejudice and violence, specifically anti-Semitism, holocaust and genocide. Diversity themes, particularly the role of the “other”  are developed in relation to the content of the course as well as in relation to the student/learners who are participants in the course.

Two explicit outcomes  arise from these organizational themes:

1. The students will demonstrate an understanding of the Marianist educational characteristics, particularly “Educate for service, justice, and peace,”  as they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course and their own personal philosophy and practice. (PLO 4)
2. Students will demonstrate an understanding and deepening appreciation for the diversity of theories and experiences that are at the origins of anti-Semitism and the Holocaust, and discuss the impact of ethnic and religious diversity on the study of hatred and prejudice during this course. (PLO 5)
Evaluation:
1. Readings and Participation: Each student is responsible for completing the assigned readings in the course, and participating in the discussions based on those readings. Attendence will be taken and students who miss more than two classes may lose a letter grade in the final grading process. 
2. Journal: The student is required to write and submit a journal recording reflections on readings and themes developed from class discussions and films.

Journals will include reflections up to October 28, and must be submitted in two installments: on October 12 and November 2.
  
The journal is to be double-spaced, typewritten, well edited, with appropriate footnotes (or end notes) and bibliography, with title page.  Use an appropriate style consistently throughout the paper. Use your copy of the Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers as a guide to appropriate reference notes.
First Installment of Journal: due October 12. There are 12 articles and 2 films in this first section. 

Second Installment of Journal: due November 2. There are 10 articles and 6 films in this second section. 
	Journal minimum entries for grade level

	Number of Articles covered
	D/F
	C
	B
	A

	First Installment
	0 - 4
	5 readings


	7 readings

1 film
	9 readings

2 films

	Second Installment
	0 - 3 readings


	4 readings

Must Include the 

Final Entry as summarized below
	6 readings

2 films

Must Include the 

Final Entry as summarized below
	8 readings

4 films

Must Include the 

Final Entry as summarized below.



Criteria for grading journals: a "C" journal will correctly answer the reading guide questions on the content of the articles covered, presented in typewritten form without spelling errors; a "B" journal will synthesize the articles with the personal perspectives of the writer, and present the journal in typewritten form without spelling errors and include a Table of Contents; an "A" journal will include all of the previous requirements. All A – D  journals will include a final entry exploring the relationship between the Marianist characteristic of teaching for social justice and peace, the issues of diversity and prejudice, and the meaning of the Holocaust for yourself in particular and humanity in general.

 “A” journals  also show excellent production values and come with a complete bibliography of articles included in the journal. 
An "entry" refers to specific material assigned and/or discussed during class time or read in preparation for class discussions, as well films, videos, or other relevant materials. 

It is presumed that the journal will be well edited as part of the minimum grade. Journals will constitute 40% of the overall grade. 

3. Service Learning Project: Students must perform a service learning project The project is due at your final exam.  ALL service-learning students must complete the online registration and waiver/connection by SEPTEMBER 19.  
· IT CAN ONLY BE ACCESSED THRU THIS LINK:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=nVsjlq_2fkJal7Zw1urbo8_2fQ_3d_3d
· We are primarily working with the Palolo Pipeline Projects, which include a variety of opportunities: tutoring & mentoring from youth to high school levels and service to various community organizations working with this low-income community with a high proportion of Pacific Islanders and Native Hawaiians.
· Our main partners are ALL asking for more service-learning students, there IS a community need to fill.  

· examples - - - 

· - Tutoring/mentoring at Palolo Elementary, Jarrett Middle, or Kaimuki High (almost all subject areas can 'fit' here)

· - Work with little keiki and their families at HeadStart and the Palolo Hale's Kids' Club

· - Adopt-an-Ahupua'a (environmental program with a foundation in Hawaiian culture and values)

· - Computer/Web-related work at sites such as Palolo MAAC

· - Assistance at Next Step Homeless Shelter (addressing everything from food to technology)

· You will need at least 20 hours of volunteer time during the semester. Arrangements should be made before September 16, 2008.
· Let me know which option you will take by August 31, 2006; 

· Perform the service; and

· Write a reflection on the experience in light of class discussions/reflections (4-6 double-space, typewritten pages), on the theme: Connect the Marianist ideals of community building and justice and peace education found in the Characteristics of Marianist Education (http://intra.chaminade.edu/admin/CMU.pdf) and your understanding of diversity and prejudice in light of your service experience. 

· The reflection includes:

· a detailed journal of the experience itself: Who, what, where, when, how, and why;

· insight into how the service experience helped the student learn the course material; 

· discussion of what the student learned about him/herself;

· discussion of the student intends to do in the future about the issues highlighted by the service experience.

The service reflections are graded based on demonstration of: 1) an awareness of the purpose of service; 2) application of theory to service learning; 3) responsibility to community; 4) impact on student’s personal life; and 5) critical thinking. 

The Service Learning Project and reflection will constitute approximately 20% of the overall grade.
4. Seminar Presentations: Students will participate in small group presentations of assigned reading and small group discussions on assigned readings.  Seminar participation will constitute approximately 20% of the overall grade.
5. Essays and Final Essay exam: Essay exam questions will be developed from the objectives of the course for the Final Exam. The Essays and the Final Exam will constitute approximately 20% of the overall grade. 

Grade Calculation:
Attendence: This is an upper division seminar that is held once a week. More than one unexcused absence may result in one grade reduction at the discretion of the instructor. Each successive unexcused absence may result in one grade reduction at the discretion of the instructor. 
Journal:

 
40%

400 points total


First installment



200 points


Second Installment


200 points

Service Learning Project

20%

200 points total
Presentations:


10%

100 points total

Essays and Final Exam:

20%

200 points 

Participation:


10%

100 points

 (may include in class writing and discussions)

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%
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David Coleman, Ph.D.

Fall 2008
Office: Henry 206
 
Office Hours:  8:00am – 11:00am Tuesday   - Thursday







and by appointment

Phone: 735 4826 (please leave a message on the voice mail); 735-4827 to speak with my assistant.

Day 1 
August 26: Introduction 

Lectures (1, 2): 
The nature of prejudice





Anti-Semitism

Required Readings (1, 2, 3, 4, 5): 
· Bauer, “Who are the Jews?” (1); 
· Bauer, “Liberalism, Emancipation, and Antisemitism” (2) (Bauer, 15-60)
· Shermer and Grobman, “Who Speaks for the Past,” (3) 
· Shermer and Grobman, “Giving the Devil His Due,” (4) 
· Shermer and Grobman, “The Noble Dream” (5) (Shermer and Grobman, 1 – 35)

Recommended Readings on Reserve: 
· Moshe Lazar, “The Lamb and the Scapegoat: The Dehumanization of the Jews in Medieval Propaganda Imagery”  in Sander L. Gilman and Steven Katz, eds., Anti-Semitism in Times of Crisis (New York: New York University Press), 38-80. 
· “Introduction,” by Donald Niewyk, chap. in The Holocaust edited by Donald L. Niewyk, xv-7

Essay film: “Survive”
Writing Assignment due on August 31: Compare and contrast the arguments offered by Bruno Bettleheim, “Helpless Victims,” Terrence Des Pres, “The Will to Survive,” (both in The Holocaust, edited by Donald L. Niewyk, pages 108-118) and the film “Survive.” Which of the arguments as to how one survives in the concentration camp seems most plausible to you? 
You must submit this essay by email no later than 12:00 MIDNIGHT on Sunday, August 31, 2008. Submit to dcoleman@chaminade.edu.
Day 2 
September 2: Anti-Semitism: Origins and Development

Lecture (3) : Antisemitism: Origins and Development

Required Reading (6, 7): 
· Jacob Katz, “Anti-Semitism Through the Ages,” chap. in The Holocaust edited by Donald L. Niewyk, 12-23.
· Shermer and Grobman, “Who Says the Holocaust Never Happened? (Sherman and Grobman, 39-74)
Recommended Readings:
· Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “Forward” and “Introduction” chap. in Cries in the Night: Women Who Challenged the Holocaust (Kansas City: Sheed and Ward, 1997): vii-xxi. (considered one article)
· Nicholas de Lange,“The Origins of Anti-Semitism: Ancient Evidence and Modern Interpretations”  chap. in  Anti-Semitism in Times of Crisis,  edited by Sander L. Gilman, and Steven T. Katz (New York: New York University Press, 1991): 21-37.
· Rummel, “Democide” (11-30)
· Rosemary Radford Ruether,  “The Social Incorporation of the Negative Myth of the Jews in Christendom”  (from Rosemary R. Ruether, Faith and Fratricide: The Theological Roots of Anti-Semitism)

Film (1): Longest Hatred

Days 3 - 4 
September 9 - 16: Views into the Holocaust: The Holocaust in Film
Required readings (8 - 9): 
· Shermer and Grobman, “Why They Say the Holocaust Never Happened,” and 
· Shermer and Grobman, “How Deniers Deny History” (Shermer and Grobman, 75-119)
Film: “Schindler’s List”
Please find two reviews of the film in the library’s journal database, and bring them to class for a discussion of the film after we finish it. You are required to write a minimum three page paper which includes the following:

Part One: A summary of the the two reviewers arguments. Compare and contrast their reviews.You should include at least two quotes from each review. 
Part Two: Your own review of the film which includes at least four quotations from the reviews and/or other readings found in the course syllabus. 
Part Three: Include a “Works Cited” list of the review articles and any other sources you used in the paper. 
Attach an electronic version of the reviews to your draft essay. 
Rough draft:; submit drafts by email by September 22, at 12:00 midnight; Essays will be returned by September 30

 Final Review Essay due: submit by email by October 5, at 12:00 midnight. 
Go to http://library.chaminade.edu   Search the journal databases by topic and you will be able to find a list for Religion and Philosophy that looks like the one below. You will enter the databases either on-campus or through the Web Portal. 
Use the data base: Academic Search Premier below and enter Schindler’s List  and find two articles/reviews about the film that you want to share with the class on September 16. 

Religion and Philosophy
(Choose more than one Religion and Philosophy EBSCO database) 

Academic Search Premier (EBSCO) 
Scholarly, multi-disciplinary, full text database. Full text for 3,393 scholarly publications for nearly all academic areas of study - including social sciences, humanities, education, computer sciences, engineering, physics, chemistry, language and linguistics, arts and literature, medical sciences, ethnic studies, etc.

ATLA Religion Database (EBSCO) 
Provides information on topics such as biblical studies, world religions, church history, and religion in social issues. It includes more than 350,000 article citations from 1,400 journals, 150,000 essays, 14,000 multi-volume works and nearly 350,000 book review citations. It links to 208 full text journals via Academic Search Premier. Most coverage spans from 1949 to the present. 

Religion and Philosophy Collection (EBSCO)
Covers topics such as world religions, major denominations, biblical studies, religious history, epistemology, political philosophy, philosophy of language, moral philosophy and the history of philosophy. More than 280 full text journals. 

Back to Top 

Plan your time well: gather the reviews prior to the first day of the movie (September 9) ; You are completing your first installment of the journal and your rough draft by September 22. If you want your rough draft critiqued and returned in time to prepare a corrected final draft, submit it by September 22 by email and I will return it to you by September 30.
Day 5 
September 23: Jewish Life at the Turn of the Century and the Nazi Rise to Power
Required Readings (10, 11, 12) 
· Bauer, “World War I and Its Aftermath,” 
· Bauer, “The Weimar Republic,” and 
· Bauer, “The Evolution of Nazi Jewish Policy, 1933-1938” (Bauer, 61- 120)
Dialogue and Contradiction (1): 

Ian Kershaw, “ Hitler’s Decisive Role”

Henry Friedlander, “The Opening Act of Nazi Genocide” 


Chapters in Donald L. Niewyk, The Holocaust, pages 24 - 55

Compare and contrast these two views on the origins of the Holocaust. Consider some of Niewyk’s questions on page 11: “Is the Holocaust better understood as a reflection of longstanding Christian antisemitism or as part of a revolt against Christian morality? Does focusing on Hitler risk reducing Nazi genocide to the product of a single diseased mind? Does acknowledging Nazism’s broadly biological-racist ideology oblige us to widen our definition of the Holocaust to include other victims besides the Jews?” 
 Email your essay due on September 30 by 12:00 midnight..

Film (2): Adolf Hitler; 
****End of First Journal Installment Period
Final version of your Schindler’s List review is due October 5 by 12:00 midnight. Email to dcoleman@chaminade.edu
First Installment of your Journal is due October 12 by 12:00 midnight. Email to dcoleman@chaminade.edu
Second Journal Period

Day 6 
September 30: Views into the Holocaust

Required Readings (1, 2, 3, 4): (all from Niewyk)
· Lawrence L. Langer, “Gendered Suffering?” (126-138)
· Raul Hilberg, “Two Thousand Years of Jewish Appeasement” (142-147)
· Yehuda Bauer, “Forms of Jewish Resistance” (148-162)
· Isaiah Trunk, “Why the Jewish Councils Cooperated” (163-182)
Film (1): Heritage, Civilization and the Jews: “Out of the Ashes”

Day 7 
October 7: Views into the Holocaust: Poland and the Ghettos
Required Readings (5, 6): 
· Bauer, “Poland-The Siege Begins,” and 
· Bauer, “Life in the Ghettos,” (147 – 208)
Film (2): Conspiracy

Day 8
October 14: Views into the Holocaust: The Final Solution
Required reading (7): 
· Bauer, “The Final Solution” (209 – 247)

Film (3): The Occult History of the Third Reich: The Enigma of the Swastika

Day 9
October 21:  Views into the Holocaust: The Final Solution
Required reading (8):  
· Shermer and Grobman, “The Crooked Timber of Auschwitz” (Shermer and Grobman, 123-172)

Film (4): Nazi Designers of Death
Day 10 
October 28:  Views into the Holocaust: The Final Solution
Required reading (9, 10): 
· Shermer and Grobman, “ For God’s Sake – Terrible” and “The Banality of Evil” (Shermer and Grobman, 173 -197; 199 - 227)
Film (5, 6): Memories of the Camps; and The Trial of Eichman

****End of Second Journal Installment Period 
Second Journal is due November 2. Please submit by email by 12:00 midnight on November 2. 

Day 11 
November 4: Following Orders or Willing Executioners

Required Readings (1, 2, 3) : (from The Holocaust, 57-104) 
· Robert Jay Lifton, “The Nazi Doctors,” 
· Christopher Browning, “Ordinary Men,” 
· Daniel Jonah Goldhagen, “Hitler’s Willing Executioners” 

Film (1): Nazi Medicine
Day 12
November 11 Veterans’ Day
Day 13
November 18: Women who challenged the Nazis and the Church  (Student Presentations Day)
Required Readings (4 - 11): 
· Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “The Innocent Eyes of Children” 
· Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “A Nazi Foe and Catholic Agitator”

· Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “Margit Slachta’s Effort to Rescue Central European Jews, 1939-1945,”  (Phayer and Fleishner, 1-64)

· Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “I Will Not Be a Bystander” 
· Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “Marie-Rose Gineste: The Woman With a Bicycle,” 
· Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “Germain Bocquet: The Woman Who Hid Jules Isaac” 
· Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “A Prophetess of Penance and Renewal”  
· Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “The Women Who Cared: Did They Make a Difference?” (Phayer and Fleishner, 65-143)
Day 14
November 25: Women who challenged the Nazis and the Church

Film (2): LE CHAMBON La colline aux mille enfants
Required Readings:

· Bauer, A History of the Holocaust: “The Last Years of the Holocaust, 1943-1945,”

· “Aftermath and Revival” (Bauer, 332-382)
Day 15 
December 2: Judaism and Christianity in Post-Holocaust World
· Handout in class: National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Catholics Remember the Holocaust
· Shermer and Grobman, “The Rape of History,” and 
· Shermer and Grobman, “Epilogue” (Shermer and Grobman, 231-259)

Film (3): Eli Wiesel  
Film (4): John Paul II, The Millennial Pope (excerpt)

Extra Credit opportunities

Views into the Holocaust: Night 

Please complete your reading of the book before class. 


Some links to explore:

http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/wie0bio-1
http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/wie0int-1
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/gallery/Einsatz.htm
http://www.mtsu.edu/~baustin/einsatz.html
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/timeline/camps.htm
Film: The Pianist

Please find two reviews of the film in the library’s journal database, and bring them to class for a discussion of the film after we finish it. You are required to write a minimum three page paper which includes the following:

Part One: A summary of the the two reviewers arguments. Compare and contrast their reviews.You should include at least two quotes from each review. 

Part Two: Your own review of the film which includes at least four quotations from the reviews and/or other readings found in the course syllabus. 
Part Three: Include a “Works Cited” list of the review articles and any other sources you used in the paper. 

Go to http://library.chaminade.edu   Search the periodical databases by topic and you will be able to find a list for Religion and Philosophy that looks like the one below.

Use the data base: Academic Search Premier below and enter The Pianist  and find two articles/reviews about the film that you want to share with the class. 
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