ED 413 Children’s Literature

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall 2008
	INSTRUCTOR:
	Dr. Margaret Mize

mmize@chaminade.edu

808.739.4613



	OFFICE HOURS: 


	Brogan Hall, Room 116



	TIME and LOCATION:

	9:30-10:50  Tuesday and Thursday
101 Brogan Hall

	TEXT:  
	Tunnell, Michael & Jacobs, James. (2008). Children’s   
   literature briefly, 4th edition.  New Jersey: Pearson.



	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment  requires a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 



	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	The goal of this course is to develop an enthusiastic appreciation of children’s literature and competence in evaluating and using literature written for children.



	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	History and current trends. Eight major genres. Integrating with all areas of the curriculum. Multicultural approach. Use of supportive technology.



	
	

	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?

	
	1. Expand knowledge of a wide variety of books written for children from birth through 6th grade.

2. Develop critical awareness of quality literature including a multicultural focus.
3. Develop competence in guiding children’s experience with literature.
	1. Document wide reading  in the Signature Assignment.

2. Apply appropriate criteria to evaluate  books and their uses in teaching.
3. Active participation in class and reflection on learning.

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	

	Signature Assignment
	Create a book file: 40 self-selected books from 8 genres.  25%


	Other Assignments

               And Grading
	Reading Autobiography                     (10%)                             
Visit the main Hawaii State Library   (10%)
Author presentation                            (10%)
Project                                                (20%)
3 tests and a final exam                      (25%)                                                                                      




                              

	
	93-100:   A                             77-84:  C
85- 92:    B                             69-76:   D
(A,B required for ed majors) 68-0:     F

   

	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, 

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.




 
Chaminade University Mission Statement:

Chaminade University offers its students an education in a collaborative learning environment that prepares them for life, work and service.  Guided by its Catholic, Marianist and liberal arts educational traditions, Chaminade encourages the development of moral character and personal competencies, and the commitment to build a just and peaceful society. The University offers the civic and church communities of the Pacific region its academic and intellectual resources in the pursuit of common aims.                                                                

Five elements characterize the Marianist approach to education:

· Educate for formation in faith

· Provide an integral, quality education

· Educate in family spirit

· Educate for service, justice and peace
· Educate for adaptation and change
Education Division Attendance Policy: 

Absences totally more than 10% of the number of classes will result in a lowering of the overall grade by one letter grade. A student who misses 20% or more should drop the class.DUG TTh (30 classes): More than 3 absences lowers grade one letter.
Tardy: 10% of class time is equivalent to ½ class absent;  8 min. = ½ class absence.
Notes on Course Requirements

Attendance and participation:  Because your active, on-time presence in each class is expected, points will be deducted for unexcused absences and tardiness (see above).  It is your responsibility to discuss any unavoidable absences or tardiness with the instructor.
Reading autobiography: Write your reading autobiography in 2-3 typed pages. Think about your experiences with reading both at home and at school, from your very earliest memories.  This can give you insights into the way you view reading and children’s literature and serves as a springboard into the course.   Due Aug. 28st.
Library assignment: Go to the children’s section of the Hawaii State Library downtown. Answer the questions on the attached sheet. Plan ahead, check hours open, be aware of parking situation.  Groups recommended.  This assignment can be done ONLY by going to this particular library.  Due Sep. 21st.
Book File (“Signature Assignment”_: Find 40 books you really like and want to remember. All should be good quality literature written for children. Write a record for each book.  This can be done electronically or in a binder. Select books from all 8 genres and for age levels, 0 to 12 years, with five of the total being for more mature readers and another 5 with clear relevance to Hawaii. Select books that will be useful to you, now and in the future. Due dates: on Sept. 7, submit your first 3 book records for review. In the following weeks, submit 2-5 book cards in class or on LiveText. The complete, well-organized collections is due Nov. 28th. (See explanation and rubric on LiveText).    
Author Presentation: 
Select an author or illustrator from the list provided.  Follow the scoring guide below as you plan your presentation. Whether you work alone or with a partner, submit your own one-page reflection on your presentation—what you learned, what you think your classmates learned, your presentation style, what you would do differently in the future (see scoring guide below). This paper is to be submitted within the week after your presentation.  On Aug. 31st  be prepared to sign up for your presentation date.
Scoring Guide for Author Presentation 

___/2
Well-prepared for a 10-minute presentation which includes visuals
___/2
Informative, interesting content; include samples of the author’s work
___/2
Presenter(s) and class learn about the subject’s life and contribution to children’s literature (This will be included in Test #2).
___/2
Overall quality of content and presentation
___/2   Reflection paper submitted in the week following the presentation
 Individual Project: Choose a project you want to do. Sign up for the date you will present your project or share your experience with the class. Submit a brief reflection paper (1-2 pages, typed) in the following week telling why you chose your project, what new knowledge or understanding you gained, how you think your class presentation went, and what you might do differently in the future (Scoring guide similar to one used for author presentation).  Select from the following list of possible projects:

1. Service-Learning- Spend 10 or more hours at Palolo Elementary or another after-school program helping a child read good quality trade books. Incorporate ideas from this class to bring to life what you are learning about children and books. Share your findings with the class in whatever format you choose.  Include your answers to such questions as:  How does a child select books?  How can deeper comprehension be fostered?  What have YOU learned about matching children and books? What surprised or intrigued you about the children’s reading? How did this experience help you grow as a teacher who uses literature?
2. RAP, Read Aloud America- See current schedule for this excellent opportunity to participate in an evening read aloud program for entire families at selected schools (www.readaloudamerica.org ). 

3. Book Talks- Select two YA novels, plan and present a book talk.  In a book talk you tell enough about the book to make the class want to read it (search the internet using “book talks” for many ideas, then develop your own).  Include your own creative ideas for classroom use. Remember, sell us the book so we’ll want to read it; don’t tell the whole story! 

4. Storytelling - Learn more about this aspect of children’s literature as you plan and present a storytelling experience for the class.  Presentations should include what you have learned about the use of storytelling in the classroom. If possible, attend the annual storytelling festival at Ala Moana Park in late October.
5. Write a book - Create an original book for children, using criteria from our textbook to evaluate its quality. Present the book to the class. Consider using digital photography and other forms of technology in creating and presenting your book (paper or PowerPoint).
6. Annotated bibliography - Select a theme (for example, some aspect of Hawaiian culture; environmental concerns; children with disabilities; coping with a real-life problem such as bullying; teachers as characters in children’s books; children’s books for character education). Briefly summarize 10 or more books (in addition to the 40 in your book file) you recommend for this theme in a handout you create. Bring some of the books to share with the class. 

7. Book Award Study: Use 3 of the major awards given for children’s books listed in the textbook (add Nene, our state’s award).  Develop a presentation which includes the award’s history, selection criteria, past winners and your own opinions and predictions for the next winner of the selected award.  Bring samples of winners to show how the books met the award criteria.

8. Interviews:   Talk with people of various ages and backgrounds about books they loved as children.  Present your findings in a format you design. If possible, include local authors in your investigation. 

9. Translation:  Select a book you consider worth translating from or to English. Make sure this has not already been done. For example, a Japanese book could be translated to English; a book in English could be translated to Hawaiian or any language of the Pacific. 

10. Project of your choice, with prior approval of instructor. 

NOTE: Your project should be something you are proud of and want to keep for your professional teaching portfolio.  Do your best and enjoy this opportunity to choose one particular aspect of children’s literature for deeper study.  A written reflection on your project is required. This should be submitted within the following week. 
Tests:  There will be 3 tests, each on textbook reading, your own “bookfile” progress, class presentations and other content to be reviewed prior to the test.  The best preparation for each test is to attend all classes, keep up with reading your textbook and self-selected trade books, take notes on class presentations and complete all assignments listed here.  Note: Test #2 will include questions on the author presentations.
	

	Day
	Date
	Major Topic 
	Required Reading 
	Assignments Due

	T

R
	
	Overview of children’s lit: what it is, how to learn about it, uses in teaching
	 Textbook, Part One, pp 1-38
	Reading Autobiography due Tuesday, 9/2



	T

R
	9/2
	Value of reading; selecting & evaluating books; history & trends
	Part Two, pp 41-56
	Select an author (or illustrator) for a presentation. See syllabus for details. 

	T

R
	9/9
	Picture Books
Begin author presentations
	Chapter 7


	

	T

R
	9/16
	Poetry
	Chapter 8
	

	T

R
	9/23
	Traditional
	Chapter 9
	Test #1. One part of the test: name and briefly describe 5 books you have added to your bookfile.

	T

R
	9/30
	Fantasy
	Chapter 10


	Library assignment (notes) due

	T

R
	10/7
	Realistic Fiction
	Chapter 11


	

	T

R
	10/14
	Historical Fiction
	Chapter 12
	

	T

R
	10/21
	Biography
	Chapter 13


	

	T

R
	10/28
	Non-fiction (Informational)
	Chapter 14
	Test #2 . One part of the test: name and briefly describe 5 books you have added to your bookfile since the last test.

	T

R
	11/4


	Teaching with children’s literature

Begin project presentations
	Part Three
	

	T

R
	Holiday

11/13
	Multicultural and international books
	Chapter 15
	

	T

R
	11/18
	Continue wide reading of tradebooks to find the 40 you want to record in your bookfile.
	
	Test #3:  One part of the test: name and briefly describe 5 books you have added to your bookfile since the last test. Also, describe the format you have chosen for your bookfile.

	T

R
	11/25

Holiday


	Same as above.
	
	Signature Assignment (bookfile) due the day before Thanksgiving vacation (or before; not later.)

	T

R
	12/2
	Culminating experience
	
	Pick up your bookfile (SA) from my office.


Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.



* Required reading will include additional materials, not just the textbook chapters as listed here. These will be provided in class.
