English 101: Introduction to Expository Writing 

Summer 2008
Saturdays, 8:00am-12:10pm
Instructor: Justin Wyble 

Office Hour: Saturdays, after class 
E-mail: justin.wyble@adjunct.chaminade.edu 
Phone: (619) 278-8569
Course Description

This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays.  It will also provide instruction in the basics of organization and clear expression, as well as in the use of Standard Edited American English.
Student Learning Outcomes
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.
2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.
3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
-To demonstrate thesis sentences.
-To demonstrate topic sentences.
-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.
-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4. To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.
-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.
-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.
-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 
5. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).
-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
Required Texts

Norwood Selby and Pamela S. Bledsoe, Writing Simplified: A Composition Guide (Pearson, 2004).
Required Extras

Access to computer, word processor, or typewriter (all papers must be typed).
Student Responsibilities

Class Attendance
You are allowed one unexcused absence (no questions asked).  More than one unexcused absence will result in the lowering of your grade by one letter.  All excused absences must be approved in advance or, in case of an emergency, as soon as possible following the absence.
Late Work
I will not accept late work unless you have made arrangements with me before the assignment is due.  If I grant you an extension, please be aware that your grade will drop by one grade for each day your assignment is late.
Class Behavior

Be respectful to your classmates.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.
E-mail Communication

If you have a question, please e-mail me.  I will make an effort to respond within 24 hours of your e-mail.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.
2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.
3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.
Required Coursework and Grading Breakdown

‘A’   Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative   (90-100).
‘B’    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner   (80-89).
‘C’    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79).
‘D’    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of 
          prerequisite course work   (60-69).
‘F’     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.
You need a minimum of 70 points (C)  to pass this course.
Papers

You will write five papers for this class.  Four of these papers will be 2 pages in length,

and the final paper will be 4-5 pages in length.  All papers must be typed and submitted

on time.  In addition to these formal papers, I will also assign in-class writing

assignments, reading quizzes (if necessary), and an occasional extra-credit assignment.  

Grading Scale

A:
The paper exceeds the expectations of the assignment by applying a exceptionally high level of critical thinking skills, in addition to meeting all of the characteristics of a “B”-range paper.
B:
The goal of the paper is clear, and the language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.  In addition, the paper displays a clear, organizational structure, including an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.  The examples for the paper are detailed and logically connect to the thesis and the overall development of the paper.  Finally, the paper displays a strong command of grammar, punctuation, and sentence variation.

C:
The goal of the paper is clear, and the language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.  In addition, the paper displays a clear, organizational structure, including an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.  The examples used in the essay are general and, therefore, make it difficult to analyze the logical connections between the examples and the overall development of the paper. Problems with grammar and punctuation may be present.

D:
The goal of the paper is vague and lacks a clear thesis statement.  As such, the paper may not provide a clear organizational structure.  Also, the paper has many errors in grammar and punctuation.

F:    
The essay lacks a clear goal and an organizational structure, and the grammar and punctuation errors in the essay make it difficult to read.

Grading Breakdown
Paper #1: Narration








10

Paper #2: Description / Process






10

Paper #3: Comparison and Contrast






10

Paper #4: Cause and Effect







10

Paper #5: Argument








40

Participation (attendance, workshops, in-class assignments, discussions, etc.)
20

Writing Portfolio

You will need to keep ALL of your work for this class in a folder or portfolio.  Be prepared to submit your writing portfolio at the end of the term.  Any missing work may reduce your grade.

Class Archive
As we prepare to write Paper #5, we will be collecting articles in a class archive.  You are required to contribute at least 1 article each week.  All articles in the class archive should deal with a social issue in Hawai’i. 
