CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

RE211 BIBLE AS CONTROVERSY (The Bible:  Ancient Texts, Modern Applications)
Summer Evening 2008  Kaneohe Marine Corps Base
T/Th 5:30 to 9:40PM 

Instructor:  Kay Stone    Office:  Freitas Hall Room 103 
Phone 440-4226 (office)  256-3152 (cell)   e-mail:  kstone@chaminade.edu

DESCRIPTION:

Ancient scriptural documents have erupted into modern controversies, ranging from questions over biblical fundamentalism to the meaning of Jesus in contemporary times.  Questions concerning the creation stories, the monarchy of Israel, the movement of Jesus the Jew, the writings of Paul, and the historical and contemporary uses and abuses of the Bible will be examined in detail.
LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the context of biblical theology in the Christian community as well as within the larger world community. (PLO 1)

2. The student will, through interpretation, comparison, and explanation of the course content demonstrate personal growth and adaptability in their faith life.

3. The student will compare and contrast gospel and societal values and explain the ongoing encounters that affirm some secular and cultural values and challenge others. (PLO 5)

4. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship of Judeo-Christianity and other major world religions.  (PLO2)

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Presence and active participation in all scheduled class meetings.  Much of the class lecture material will be taken from sources other than the textbook.  Therefore, class attendance is highly important.  
2. Completion of all assignments, quizzes and exam.  Students missing a scheduled quiz or exam due to an excused absence (must provide a doctor’s note) will be given the opportunity to take a make-up exam before or after the next scheduled class upon their return to school.
GRADING:

30% class participation, assignments and attendance (600 points)

30% quizzes (10% each quiz)  (600 points total/200 points each)

15% final examination  (300 points)

25% Final project (500 points): 
Course paper/presentation (5 page paper minimum typed in 12 point font, double spaced and presented briefly in class)  Topic to be based upon a controversy “within” or “about” the Bible and must be pre-approved by instructor. 
Grading scale:  1800-2000 points

A



    1600-1799 points

B



     1400-1599 points
C



     1200-1399 points
D



     below 1200 points
F
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:
Reading The Bible by Timothy Carmody
Handouts given throughout the semester.  Access to a bible will be helpful

TEACHING OUTCOMES (or what can you as a student expect of me as your professor):
1. To encourage critical use of biblical material utilizing contemporary biblical scholarship including historical, scientific, linguistic and theological tools.
2. To study the biblical world in a way that allows the element of controversy to emerge with all the challenges this type of study presents.

3. To specifically study many texts, events, individuals, messages, interpretations of and approaches toward scripture that excite and interest both believers and non-believers.

4. To lead students beyond basic facts to a deeper understanding of biblical facts and persons as revealed through the bible.

“Education is more than the provision of education and instruction.  It is the awakening of human creative potential; it is the building of endogenous capacities; it is forging attitudes of tolerance and understanding; it is providing individuals with the ability to master their own destiny.”  Father William Joseph Chaminade
SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

July 8, 2008

Course introduction and overview of the Old Testament
July 10

Overview of the New Testament, Carmody chapters 1 and 2

July 15

Carmody chapter 3 (Pentateuch)  video on Joseph

July 17

Quiz on the Carmody chapters 1-3 (given at end of class)




Class lecture on Carmody chapters 4 & 5 (Historical and Wisdom 




Books)

July 22

Carmody chapter 6 (prophets)

July 24

Quiz on Carmody chapters 4-6 (given at end of class)  Carmody 




Chapter 7.  Assignment “Who is Jesus to me?”  Can be a short




essay, a picture, poem……be creative!
July 29

Carmody chapter 8 (Gospels/Acts).  Video on the trial/death/



Resurrection of Jesus.

July 31

Quiz on Carmody chapters 7 & 8 (given at end of class).  




Carmody chapter 9 (Peter and Paul) video on Peter/Paul

August 5

Later New Testament writings (epistles) & Revelation




Carmody chapter 10 Video on Revelation

August 7

Final exam and turn in paper with brief in class presentation
