Chaminade University of Honolulu
SYLLABUS

COM 310  Intercultural Communication

Summer 2008  - Tripler
Friday – 17:30 – 21:40
Professor: Genie Joseph, M.A.

Home: 949-8255

Cell: 783-6290

Genie@HawaiiMovieStudios.com

Course Description:
There are six and a half billion people sharing planet Earth.  The technology of modern communication means that this is the first time in history that people from so many different cultures are interacting with each other nearly instantaneously.  The question is: how well are we doing?  How well do we understand and appreciate each other’s differences?  And most importantly -- can we do better?  
Literally the future of our planet may depend on our ability to understand and appreciate cultural differences, to nurture tolerance, and to open the doors of connection between people whose lives, locations, values, cultures and physical bodies may appear very different from our own.  
With our increasingly global economies and mutual interdependence what happens on one side of the planet may affect everyone.  Thus we all must do our part to insure that ignorance and intolerance of difference do not dictate our destiny.  
Instead we must take the challenge to become ambassadors of understanding.  We have within each of us the potential to become great masters of intercultural communication.  Armed with this knowledge and the willingness to use it, we can make this a better world for everyone.
Course Objectives:

After taking this class students should be able to:

· Understand the basic skills of human communication 

· Understand the need for Intercultural communication

· Understand your own cultural communication styles and assumptions

· Recognize and appreciate the differences in communication styles

· Understand various religious views and perceptions

· Understand the difference between words and meaning

· Master the awareness and skill of non verbal communication

· Become skilled in dealing with differences and conflict

· Become a more effective intercultural communicator in a variety of settings; within families, social, work, political, educational and international environments

Required Text:
Communication Between Cultures  (6th edition)

Authors:  Larry Samovar & Richard Porter

Assignments:

Each week you will read a chapter from the text (occasionally there are two chapters in one week.)   There will be eight weekly quizzes on the chapter of the week.  There will be a special homework assignment for the week that usually involves practical application of the principles in the chapter and writing a 1-2 page typed essay.  Additionally you will one foreign movie each week during this course (on your own time) and be prepared to discuss the movie’s cultural elements in class.  You will show a short scene you selected to substantiate your views.
Grading:








Total Possible:

Weekly Chapter Quizzes



25 points 

Weekly Homework Assignments


25 points



Attendance & Class Participation


10 points

Foreign Movie Projects



15 points

Final Exam





25 points

A = 90-100

B = 80-89

C =70-79

D = 50-69

F = 49 points or under
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Reading from Textbook:  Read the chapter listed by the date below:

Week 1
7/11/08
Syllabus & About this Class

Week 2
7/18/08
Chapter 1 – Communication & Culture      
Q-1
Week 3
7/25/08
Chapter 2 – Deep Structure of Culture 
Q-2
Week 4
8/01/08
Chapter 3 – Worldview: Life & Death
Q-3
Week 5
8/08/08
Chapter 4 – Individual & Cultural Identity
Q-4
Week 6
8/15/08
Chapter 5 – Alternative Views of Reality/Values Q-5
Week 7
8/22/08
Chapter 6  – Words & Meaning: Language
Q-6
Week 8
8/29/08
Chapter 7  --  Nonverbal Communication
Q-7
Week 9
9/05/08
Chapter 11 – Becoming Competent in IC
Q-8
Week 10 
9/12/08
Read EITHER Chapter 8, 9 or 10 & Presentation

FINAL EXAM

NOTE: Since two of the classes fall on holidays, Jan 21 (Martin Luther King Day) and  Feb 18 (President’s Day) in class we will discuss which days we will not meet.
Watching Foreign Films:

In this class you will be watching foreign movies on your own time.  Choose from the list or get permission for a specific movie.  Select a scene to show in class and write a brief one page report on the cultural aspects you learned from this movie.
Late Assignments:

Assignments must be turned in on time in order to receive full credit.
Each unexcused lateness of assignments or missed quizzes will result in one point deduction.  Excused lateness will not be deducted.  No points deducted for absence with prior permission, if quizzes and other assignments have been made up.

No late assignments will be accepted after week 9.  

Attendance:.
Because this is both an interactive and accelerated class, attendance is mandatory.  You must be present, be on time, and remain for the entire class in order to receive full credit. Absences due to emergency, deployment or serious illness must be reported to the instructor by e-mail or phone prior to the missed class, proof may need to be provided.  (Note: Picking someone up at the airport, minor illness or fatigue is not considered an emergency.)  Any unexcused absence will result in a one point deduction from your final grade. Unexcused lateness will result in a one-point deduction from your final grade.  If you miss class, you are responsible to complete any assignments and quizzes.
Class Participation:

This class is highly interactive. Your feedback to other students is an essential aspect of your own progress.  You will be expected to give honest and constructive feedback to each other.  Freedom of speech and diversity of opinion is valued in this class.  However, students should be aware and take into account audience reaction to your subject matter and style of delivery as a key part of your learning experience and work in this class.

Hybrid Class: 
This is the first time this class has been offered as a combination of in-class and online participation.  When we meet in class, we will discuss the various methods and needs of the students to determine how you can function on both levels in this class.

Foreign Movies:

Many of the movies on the class list are available for COM 310 students in the Sullivan Library on the Main Campus of Chaminade University.  You may also rent from Netflix, libraries or any other movie source to which you have access.
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Foreign Movie List:

1. An Affair of Love (France)

2. Au Hazard, Balthazar

3. Battle of Algiers (France)

4. Bend it Like Beckham (England)

5. Born into Brothels (India)

6. Central Station (Brazil)

7. Children of Heaven (Iran)

8. Cinema Paradiso (Italy)

9. Clockwork Orange (England)
10. Crouching Tiger (China)

11. Dear Frankie (Scotland)

12. The Dreamers (France)

13. El Bola (Brazil)

14. Gosford Park 
15. Head On (Germany)

16. If (England)

17. Kolya (Czech)

18. Les Laisons Dangereuse (England)

19. Life is Beautiful (Italy)

20. The Lives of Others (East German)

21. Ma Vie En Rose (Belgium)

22. The Magdalene Sisters (Scotland)

23. Memoirs of a Geisha

24. Monsoon Wedding (India)

25. Motorcycle Diaries (Mexico)

26. Nowhere in Africa (Africa)

27. Paradise Now (Palestine)

28. Rabbit Proof Fence (New Zealand)

29. 101 Reykjavik (Iceland)

30. Romper Stomper (Australia)

31. The Sea Inside (Spain)

32. Seven Samurai (Japan)

33. Shall We Dance (Japanese version)

34. Talk to Her (Spain)

35. Tsotsi (Africa)

36. The Way Home (Korea)

37. The Wedding Banquet (Taiwan)

38. Whale Rider (New Zealand)

39. Y Tu Mama Tambien (Mexico)

40. Zelary (Czech)

US -Subcultures

The True Meaning of Pictures (US Documentary)

1. Almost Famous

2. American Beauty

3. American History X

4. American Graffiti

5. Amelie

6. Badlands
7. Biloxi Blues

8. Boys Don’t Cry

9. Brokeback Mountain

10. Chariots of Fire

11. Clockwork Orange

12. The Color Purple

13. Crash

14. Crying Game

15. Days of Heaven

16. Grapes of Wrath

17. Hustle and Flow

18. Igby Goes Down

19. La Femme Nikita

20. The Last Emperor

21. Leon the Professional

22. Malcolm X

23. McCabe and Mrs. Miller

24. Mean Creek

25. Mysterious Skin

26. On the Waterfront

27. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

28. To Kill a Mockingbird

29. Thelma and Louise

30. Schindler’s List

31. Welcome to the Dollhouse

32. The Woodsman

33. Mad Hot Ballroom

34. My Big Fat Greek Wedding

35. The Godfather 1

Brief Reminders of Important University-Wide Policies

See Student Handbook for further details.

Attendance & Classroom Department:

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Instructors must report any absence of two weeks or more to the Office of the Associate Provost and the Registrar.  You should notify me by e-mail or phone if illness prevents you from attending class.  You must make up reading, quizzes, movie viewing or any other assignments.  Anyone who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.  Students with three or more unexcused absences will loose one letter grade.  You are expected to be punctual, unexcused tardiness will be considered absence.  Cell phones and beepers must be off.

Academic Honesty:

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of academic dishonesty.

Freedom of Expression and Opinion:

You are encouraged to have your own thoughts and opinions.  It is not necessary to agree with others or the instructor as movies are also a subjective art form.  However, you must be able to defend your arguments with reasoned theory.

You are responsible for all the information in this document.  Losing it or not reading it are not excuses for not knowing what’s in it.  If you miss any classes, you are responsible for finding out what assignments you might have missed.

Genie Joseph

Producer/Director

Genie Joseph is the CEO of Hawaii Movie Studios, LLC.   She has worked as a producer and director on over 100 films and TV shows.  Her short films and feature films have won various international awards.  SPOOKIES, a feature film distributed by SONY, which she co-wrote and directed, is a gothic-horror spoof.   SPOOKIES was on Variety’s Top 50 List and won three awards in the International Festival of Science Fiction and Fantasy Films in Paris.  Other feature films such as ALIEN HIGH and MINDBENDERS have played on USA Cable and other networks.

She was co-producer for Nickelodeon’s new TV series “Beyond the Break” which was shot entirely on Oahu.  She was Line Producer of TIDES OF WAR, and USS POSEIDON: PHANTOM BELOW which was shot entirely in Hawaii.  TIDES OF WAR premiered as the opening of the 2005 Spring Hawaii International Film Festival at the Hawaii Theater.  

As a staff producer/director at KITV-4, the ABC affiliate in Honolulu, she directed hundreds of TV commercials and TV shows such as The Governor’s Energy and Environment Awards, and Candidates in Focus for Olelo Community Television.

Genie is the author of twenty-one screenplays – eleven of which have been sold and/or produced by independent companies as well as Indian “Ballywood” productions.  She has published several short stories in various books such as Chicken Soup from the Soul of Hawaii.  For seven years has written a “Quality of Life” column for The Honolulu Newspaper.  She and Matthew Gray, the former Restaurant Reviewer for the Honolulu Advertiser, were co-hosts of an interview talk radio show in Honolulu for six years.  

While in New York, Genie had her own production company producing and directing corporate communication and training films.  Working with such clients as The New York City Office of Business Development, Chase Manhattan Bank, Jaguar Cars, Mobil Oil, Sports Illustrated, Time, Inc and many other companies.  

With an M.A. in communications, she teaches Media and Communication at Chaminade University.  A frequent judge at student film festivals, she is actively involved in developing Hawaii’s student and emerging filmmaker community.  Introducing over 2,500 Hawaii students to media studies and production, she hires many student interns.  She has taught TV Production at Oleo, Hawaii’s Community Television, for the US Army, and for the Department of Education Hawaiian Immersion Schools Visual Storytelling Training program as well as classes in screenwriting.
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