RE 315-95 New Testament Times and Literature

Summer II – June 30 to Aug. 8, 2008

TIME:


Online: You may access anytime that is convenient for you.




Chat room – contact the instructor to set a one-on-one time.

INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.

PHONE:

739-8536

E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS:
By appointment but will be in the office frequently in the mornings.

OFFICE:

Henry Hall 206Q
COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible


Textbook – Reading the New Testament Today by Robert Van Voorst. (ISBN: 0-534-54180-1).

Course Description

Students will explore the New Testament including the Gospels and the letters of Paul.  They will examine the variety of approaches to the study and prayerful reflection on the New Testament, and survey the important theological themes that arise from their presence and application within the continuing Christian tradition.

Program Student Learning Outcomes

linked to this course are:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader

Christian and human traditions;

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for

service, social justice and peace;

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;

Students will gain an understanding of the

1. major forms of criticism that scholars use in the study of the New Testament; 

2. social and historical context of the First Century period; 

3. impact of the New Testament writings on the First Century Christian; 

4. interpretation of Scripture for continuing Christian faith; 

At the end of the course, students will be able to

1. identify various genres within the New Testament; 

2. compare and contrast similar texts to determine authors’ concerns; 

3. explain the purpose and meaning of the texts for First Century Christians; 

4. analyze and interpret periocope to determine its meaning for Christian believers in both the First Century and today. 

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Participation in online discussions



60 points

· Final Exam on campus




30 points 

· Essays 







30 points 

· Article research and reaction




10 points

Grade scale

A = 117-130 points

B = 104-116 points

C = 91-103 points

D = 81-90 points

F < 81 points

Online discussions 

Students are expected to post to the discussion boards a minimum of five times per week. Each student will be assigned to a specific discussion group weekly. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to question and your reaction to others’ answers. 

Weekly posts consist of:

1. An in-depth response to readings question (by Wednesday night); 
2. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by two other persons within immediate discussion group (by Friday night); 
3. Response to others’ reactions/questions to your initial post; 
4. Reaction posting (as #2 above) to a posting by one other student NOT in your discussion group that week (by Sunday night). 
Points will be deducted if you do not post on the discussion board in a timely manner. (e.g. posting your week one discussion question during week 2)

Final exam

If you are on Oahu, you must take the final exam in person at Henry 206. You may do so at any time during office hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. If you are not on Oahu during the final week of class, and verification is necessary such as airline ticket, you must make arrangements with the instructor to take the final by some other method.

Essays

Essays are listed on the syllabus with due dates indicated. Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Set the footer to 7 using the page setup control. In the footer set at .7, insert page number on the left and your first initial and last name on the right. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
 

All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from texts or articles. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format. Submit essays as an attachment to instructor using Web CT’s mail system. You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a resource.

 

Article Research and Reaction

Students are to access Sullivan Library’s periodical base and locate an article about the New Testament and its writings using ATLA or other religion index. Students are to read and write a reaction paper that includes:

· a brief summary of the article; 

· its relevance to course content; 

· its usefulness as a means to understand the New Testament better; 

· how the article contributed to personal knowledge of the course subject. 

 

This paper must be a minimum of three double-spaced pages. In the footer, locate page number on the left, and initial of first name and entire last name on the right. This article essay is due the Friday of the fifth week, Aug. 1 You will post a brief summary as part of your discussion for week six.

 

Three Rs to Success

Read


Text assignments


New Testament passages


Postings on contents and discussion pages

 

Reflect on

Readings

Each other’s postings,

 

Respond to 


Discussion questions


Postings by other students

 

******************************************************************************

Three Rs of Online Etiquette

 

Read and write carefully


Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it. 

 

Respect


Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable.

 

React kindly and fairly


Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking.”  Once words are posted, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

 

COURSE SCHEDULE:
	Week one: June 30 July 6
	Introduction to the New Testament

	Reading assignment: 

Van Voorst, PART ONE – Chapters 1-4
	No written assignment except for discussion board question.


 

 

	Week two: July 7 - 13
	Synoptic Gospels – Mark, Matthew, Luke

	Reading Assignment
 

Van Voorst, PART TWO, Chapters 5-8

 

Each group will have a particular pericope (section) to read from each of the three gospels.

 

(Chapter 9 will be next week)
	Essay Assignment due to the instructor by July 13. Attach it to an email using the WebCT Mail.

 

Using two of the forms of criticisms found in pp 24-49 of the readings for week one and using the web link for the text, compare and contrast any one of the sets of the following:

·  

·          Select the story of Jesus’ temptation in the desert from two of the following: Matthew, Mark or Luke.

·          The Lord’s Prayer in Matthew and Luke. 

·          The Last supper in any two of the synoptic Gospels.

·          Jesus’ words on the cross as found in Luke and in either Matthew or Mark.

·          The women at the empty tomb in any two of the synoptic Gospels.

 

How does the pericope reflect each of the evangelists’ understanding of Jesus? You should be able to include the material from the text that shows an understanding of the main points of the gospels. 


 

	 Week Three: July 14 - July 20
	Johannine Literature: Gospel, Letters and Revelation

	Reading Assignment
 

Van Voorst, Chapters 9, 18 and 19

 
	Essay Assignment - Due by July 20 as an email attachment to the instructor. Select one of the following:

 

1. Choose one of the “signs” in the Gospel of John. Use one of the forms of criticism to analyze the pericope. Based on the critical analysis, what is John attempting to say about Jesus’ divinity?

 

2. Select one of the Letters of John. What is its overall theme? What in the letter supports your thesis of its theme?


 

	Week Four: July 21-27
	Pauline Epistles

	Reading Assignment
 

Van Voorst, Chapters 11-16

 

Each member of the group will have an assigned letter of Paul to read as part of their discussion board activity. You may want to consider which of Paul’s letters - 1 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, or Philippians - that you would like to read in depth. If you have a preference, let the instructor know by July 9.
	Essay Assignment – Due by July 27 as an email attachment to the instructor

 

Read the Letter of Paul to Philemon or one chapter from the Letter to the Romans.

What is the main theme of this letter or chapter? What words or phrases indicate this theme? What relevance does this theme have for contemporary Christians?


 

	Week five: July 28 – Aug. 3
	Acts of the Apostles and Catholic Letters

	Reading Assignment 

Van Voorst, Chapters 10, 17 and 20

 
	Article Research and Reaction
 Students are to access Sullivan Library’s periodical base and locate an article about the New Testament and its writings using ATLA or other religion index. Students are to read and write a reaction paper that includes:

· a brief summary of the article; 

· its relevance to course content; 

· its usefulness as a means to understand the New Testament better; 

· how the article contributed to personal knowledge of the course subject. 

 

This paper must be a minimum of three double-spaced pages. In the footer, locate page number on the left, and initial of first name and entire last name on the right. This article 


	Week six: Aug. 4-10
	Final readings and thoughts

	TBA
	Discussion board postings


 

