CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

EDUCATION COURSE SYLLABUS

ED 474 Curriculum Foundations
Summer 2008

	INSTRUCTOR:
	First and Last Name  Cheryl Schulmeister
Email  cheryl.schulmeister@adjunct@chaminade.edu
Work Phone 
Personal Phone (if given) 808-387-8407


	OFFICE HOURS: 


	Building Location, Room #
Office hours if needed. Please call or e-mail to make an appointment. You can also e-mail me on Web-CT

	TIME and LOCATION:

	5:30pm-9:40pm St. John Vinney Kailua Hawaii

	TEXT:  
	1. Garhart Mooney, C..Theories of Childhood: An Introduction to Dewey, Montessori, Erikson, Piaget, & Vygotsky. Upper Saddle River NJ: Pearson. ISBN# 013172794x.
2. DeVries, R.. Developing Constructivist Early Childhood Curriculum: Practical Principals and Activities. New York, NY: Teachers Press College. ISBN# 0 807741205

	LIVETEXT:
	Do not need this at this time 

	WEB-BASED COURSES:


	Go to:   http://webct.chaminade.edu
Choose “login to my WebCT” and enter your student password. The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. Follow the commands.  

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	Examination of the theoretical foundations of early childhood education is provided in this course..  Focus is on the constructivist’s theory of education emphasizing creating a curriculum that is integrated throughout all the learning centers and is developmentally and culturally appropriate.  Field experience assignments are determined by the instructor.  Prerequisites: ED 434, ED 471, ED 473

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. 

	EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
All 5 program outcomes are not addressed in all courses.  The program outcomes emphasized for this course are highlighted in BOLD.
	The successful undergraduate candidate in the early childhood education bachelor’s program is able to plan, teach, assess, reflect, and adapt.  Therefore, the successful candidate:
1.   (PLAN) promotes child development and learning by designing developmentally appropriate learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, children, learner outcomes, pedagogy, and assessments in the field of early childhood education.

2.  (TEACH) employs appropriate pedagogical practices and utilize resources to facilitate the learning process.  This requires a developmentally appropriate content knowledge in the early childhood education.

3.  (ASSESS) applies a variety of diagnostic, formative and/or summative assessments to evaluate and support developmentally appropriate progress of the learner in the early childhood education.

4.  (REFLECT) builds family and community relationships by engaging in the process of continual and thoughtful reflection on his/her teaching practices in the early childhood education.

5.  (ADAPT) strives to be a professional in the field of early childhood education by evaluating elements of change in the classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with children, faculty, and other member of the community


	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
(NAEYC Standard(s) addressed)
	How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	
	1. Demonstrate the importance of connecting with children and family.

2. Demonstrate the ability to build meaningful curriculum.
3. Demonstrate the knowledge of assessment goals, benefits and uses.
4. Demonstrate the knowledge of assessment partnerships with family and professionals.
5. Engage in continuous learning.
(3A, 3D, 4A, 4D, 5C)
	1. Weekly responses, journal articles,  and observations
2. Lesson plans, portfolio

3. Lesson plans, observations, journal articles and  participation

4. weekly responses and observations

5. Research paper, weekly responses, observations, and journal articles

	e
	

	Signature Assignment
	Final Research paper    40 points

	Other Assignments
	Participation                  40 points
Weekly responses         40 points

Journal Articles            15 points

Observations                 20 points

Lesson Plans (3)            30 points

Portfolio                         15

                                                                                      




                              

	Grading Scale
	Based on a total of 200 points, letter grades are as follows:


200-185 = A, 184-169 = B, 168-153 = C, 167-152= D, 151 and below = F

              (90-100%=A;   80-89%=B;  70-79%=C;  60-69%=D;  below 60%=F)

Assignments: Points will be deducted for late assignments. Please e-mail the instructor if an assignment is going to be late ASAP.

Participation/responses: Students will evaluate on their participation in class, class attendance, and participation online. Students must respond a half page in length feedback to at least one other classmate per week per discussion question by Sunday before midnight. 
Weekly Discussion Questions: Each week there will be a discussion question posted. Please make sure to write a one page response to the question. This is due Saturday before Midnight. 
Lesson Plans: 

1. Lesson Plans 

· Lesson plan #1: Single activity/lesson plan that demonstrates integration and includes ways to incorporate differentiation, extension  and assessment 
· Lesson plan #2: Weekly activity/lesson plan integrated with learning centers, content areas or themes that includes ways to incorporate differentiation, extension and assessment 
· Lesson plan #3: Monthly unit/plan integrated with learning centers, content areas or themes that includes ways to incorporate differentiation, extension and assessment 
Portfolio: Develop a portfolio or notebook that will contain response papers, classroom observations, lesson plans, journal abstracts and articles, class handouts, relevant information, and any other information related to early childhood curriculum, theoretical foundations, constructivism, integrations, etc. Clearly organize and label your notebook so that each section is separate and easy to locate. Portfolio/Notebook will be turned in on the last day of class for review.  
Journal/research Articles:
· Article #1: Review journal/research article, or search on-line. Choose an article that presents a particular view of constructivist theory or curriculum. Prepare an abstract that includes a summary of the article, bibliographical information and your opinion of the article

· Article #2: Review journal/article, or search on-line.  Choose an article that presents a particular view of early childhood curriculum development, philosophy or theory. Prepare an abstract that includes a summary of the article, bibliographical information and your opinion of the article  
Observations(2): 

Research Paper: 4-5 pages, typed, doubled space.  Select two of the five major theories/theorists presented in class that are of particular interest to you. Compare and/or contrast these two theories/theorists by focusing on specific points, i.e. role of the teacher, role of the child, play/learning, materials, environments, etc. Based on your readings, discussions, observations and reflections, describe your personal curriculum philosophy. You may also incorporate other theories that have not been presented in class. Your paper needs to include a title/heading, introduction, body/content and conclusion. Also cite and incorporate 4 or more references, using the APA referencing style. 



	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Attendance
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by sending an email to the instructor. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:

1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 


Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.


	WEEKLY SCHEDULE

	No.
	Date
	Major Topic 
	Required Reading
	Assignments Due

	1
	7/10
	First Night of Class
Play in ECE Curriculum”

What is Constructivist Education?
	Chapter one and Two form the “Developing Constructivist Early Childhood Curriculum” Text
	Discussion Question: In your own words what does the text define as “Constructivist Education? One page response Due Saturday before midnight. 
½ page response to another student due Sunday before midnight. 

	2
	7/17
	Assessing and documenting learning in constructivist classrooms
John Dewey 
	Chapter Three from the “DCECC” text
John Dewey “Theories of Childhood” text
	Discussion Question: #1 Page 19 “Theories of Childhood” text One page response Due Saturday before midnight.
½ page response to another student due Sunday before midnight.



	3
	7/24
	Casting Shadows 
Exploring the art and science of musical sounds
	Chapter four  and five “DCECC” text
	Discussion Question: Besides the examples the book provides with musical instruments, give an example of a musical instrument you would make/create yourself for your classroom?  One page response Due Saturday before midnight.
½ page response to another student due Sunday before midnight.



	4
	7/31
	Cooking transformations
Maria Montessori
	Chapter Six “DCECC” text
Maria Montessori “ Theories of Childhood” text
	Discussion Question: Page 35 #2 One page response Due Saturday before midnight.
½ page response to another student due Sunday before midnight.



	5
	8/7
	Second class meeting 

Experimenting with draining and movement of water in tubes
Erick Erickson 
	Chapter Seven “DCECC” text
Erick Erickson “Theories of Childhood” text 
	Discussion Question: Page 56 #3 One page response Due Saturday before midnight.
½ page response to another student due Sunday before midnight.



	6
	8/14
	Developing geometric reasoning using pattern blocks
Jean Piaget 
	Chapter Eight “DCECC” text
Jean Piaget  “Theories of Childhood” text

	Discussion Question: Page 79 #2 One page response Due Saturday before midnight.
½ page response to another student due Sunday before midnight.



	7
	8/21
	Using group games to teach mathematics
Lev Vygotsky
	Chapter Nine “DCECC” 
Lev Vygotsky “Theories of Childhood” text 
	Discussion Question: Page 94 #2 One page response Due Saturday before midnight.

½ page response to another student due Sunday before midnight.

	8
	8/28
	Variations on a checkers theme 
	Chapter ten “DCECC” 
	Discussion Question: Do you think it’s appropriate to have the checkers game in an ECE classroom?  One page response Due Saturday before midnight.
½ page response to another student due Sunday before midnight.

	9
	11/4
	research
	Work on your research paper
	Discussion Question: What is your vision of an ECE classroom? One page response Due Saturday before midnight.
½ page response to another student due Sunday before midnight.

	10
	11/11
	Final class meeting 
	
	Present your research paper/topic to the class
 Turn in/organize portfolio




Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.
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